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A  GENTLEMAN  OF  THE  OLD  SCHOOL 
MY  GRANDFATHER 
CHARLES  RUSSELL  CODMAN 


This  memorial  of  the  Codman  family  has 
been  a  labor  of  love  extending  over  many  years. 
It  began  with  the  desire  to  create  a  somewhat  unusual 
Family  Tree  which  should  show  as  many  of  the  de¬ 
scendants  of  Robert  Codman  in  both  the  male  and 
female  lines  as  could  reasonably  find  places  on  the 
well  burdened  branches  of  the  old  apple  tree. 

% 

The  historical  sketch  of  the  family  was  written  in 
the  hope  of  preserving  some  of  the  family  traditions 
and  as  a  reminder  to  the  present  and  future  genera¬ 
tions  that  they  have  the  heritage  of  a  name  and  an 
ancestry  that  have  stood  for  the  best  and  highest  in 
the  years  gone  by. 

Cora  Codman  Wolcott. 

Brookline,  Mass. 

May,  1930. 


Chapter  I 


CODMANS  IN  THE 
SEVENTEENTH  CENTURY 

THERE  is  some  uncertainty  about  the  date  of  the  earli¬ 
est  arrival  of  any  of  the  Codman  family  in  this  country 
and  the  early  spelling  of  the  name  is  also  an  open 
question.  In  1638  there  was  a  John  Codman  in  Salem. 
In  the  same  year  mention  is  made  in  the  Salem  Court 
Records  of  a  Robert  Quodman  who  brought  a  suit  against 
one  Henry  Harwood,  and  “Quodman  pinnace”  is  mentioned 
on  the  Connecticut  River  in  1645.  In  1672  a  William  Codman 
or  Cadman,  as  it  is  spelt  in  Rhode  Island  genealogies,  was 
one  of  the  deputies  from  Portsmouth,  R.  I.,  to  the  Assembly 
of  Rhode  Island.  A  George  Cadman  settled  in  Dartmouth  in 
1680.  There  is  a  parish  of  Codenham  in  Surrey,  England, 
and  some  writers  have  assumed  that  the  name  was  originally 
Codenham,  a  derivative  from  the  name  of  their  English  home. 
On  the  other  hand,  however,  one  writer  makes  mention  of  a 
Richard  Codman  of  York,  England,  son-in-law  of  Richard 
Bonython. 

In  1637  we  have  the  first  definite  knowledge  of  our  ancestors 
when  Robert  Codman  appeared  in  Salem  with  his  mother,  and 
on  July  12th  of  that  year  received  from  the  town  a  grant  of 
five  and  a  half  acres  of  land  for  himself  and  his  mother.  He 
moved  to  Salisbury  two  years  later  and  acquired  a  ten  acre 
lot  on  the  Merrimac  River.  He  seems  to  have  married  about 
this  time,  though  no  record  of  the  date  has  been  found  nor  the 
name  of  his  wife.  However,  in  Salisbury  there  lived  a  John 
Stevens,  Sr.,  who  spoke  of  him  as  “our  brother,”  but  there  is 
no  mention  of  whether  Robert  Codman  married  Mr.  Stevens’ 
sister  or  vice  versa.  His  oldest  son  Joseph  was  baptized  in 
Salem  in  1641,  and  another  son,  James,  in  Salisbury  in  1644. 
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Robert  Codman  was  evidently  a  mariner  engaged  in  the 
coastwise  trade  and  his  voyages  seem  to  have  taken  him  as  far 
south  as  the  Virginias.  In  1646  he  is  mentioned  as  “of  Conecti- 
cot”  and  may  quite  possibly  be  the  Robert  Quodman  already 
referred  to.  July  6,  1647,  Robert  Codman  and  Richard  Arey 
were  sued  by  Tristram  Coffin  for  loss  of  merchandise  which 
he  was  freighting  in  their  vessel.  This  vessel  seems  to  have 
been  partly  owned  by  the  town  of  Salem,  for  three  months 
later  it  was  voted  by  the  townsmen  to  authorize  the  sale  of 
the  “barque”  that  Mr.  Codman  sailed  in  as  the  profits  be¬ 
longed  in  part  to  the  town.  In  1650  he  was  in  “Harford  upon 
Conecticot  river”  where  he  executed  a  power  of  attorney  to 
his  “trusty  and  beloved  freind”  Samuell  Hall  of  Salisbury. 

His  stay  in  Har(t)ford  was  short  and  within  four  years 
he  appears  again  as  Robert  Codman  “of  Saibrooke  fort, 
M  ariner.”  No  other  records  of  his  life  in  Connecticut  have 
been  found.  His  son  Stephen  was  born  about  this  time.  Robert 
was  evidently  of  a  roving  nature  for  in  1 654  he  moved  again  and 
went  to  Martha’s  Vineyard  where  his  old  neighbors,  Richard 
Arey,  Tristram  Coffin  and  John  Pease  of  Salem,  had  preceded 
him.  In  this  year  (1654)  he  bought  from  Richard  Arey  eight 
acres  of  land  at  Edgartown  on  Starbuck’s  Neck,  adjoining  the 
land  of  John  Pease.  The  southern  line  of  this  lot  was  near  the 
present  harbor  breakwater.  In  the  same  year  he  received  from 
the  town  a  grant  of  meadow  land  opposite  Saison’s  Island  in 
Sanchacantacket  Pond,  where  for  a  hundred  years  or  more 
was  a  run  of  water  called  Codman’s  spring.  As  appears  to 
have  been  the  custom  of  the  time,  he  was  granted  a  “com¬ 
monage  of  wood”  for  firewood  and  later  bought  more  land. 
He  was  admitted  a  freeman  in  1660.  In  1661  he  and  his  son 
Joseph  submitted  to  the  Patentee’s  Government  and  during 
the  following  year  they  were  both  enrolled  in  the  train  band. 
His  daughter  Hephzibah  married  Nathan  Skiff e  of  Martha’s 
Vineyard,  where  her  seven  children  were  born  and  where  some 
of  her  descendants  still  live.  Joseph  Codman,  a  sailor  like 
his  father,  also  owned  land  at  Edgartown  but  the  date  of 
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his  death  is  not  known  accurately,  although  it  was  probably 
before  1678.  Robert  Codman  appears  in  the  list  of  Proprietors 
when  the  lands  “on  the  Line”  were  divided  in  1660.  He  died 
in  1678  at  Edgartown. 
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Chapter  II 


STEPHEN  CODMAN  probably  lived  at  Edgartown 
with  his  father,  for  in  1676  he  received  Lot  35  when 
the  lands  “on  the  plaine”  were  divided.  In  1674  he 
married  Elizabeth  Randall  of  Watertown,  and  in  1676  his 
oldest  son  Stephen  was  born.  Stephen  Codman  evidently 
found  life  on  Martha’s  Vineyard  uncomfortable  during  the 
day?  of  the  struggle  of  the  Mayhew  family  to  maintain  their 
supremacy  of  the  island,  for  he  came  to  Roxbury  and  in  Decem- 

Duh's  Deeds  ber’  l67.8,  conveyed  thirty-five  acres  of  land  at  Edgartown, 
had  of  his  father  or  brother  Joseph  probably  under  some  will 
not  known,  to  Nathaniel  Starbuck  of  Nantucket.  From  that 
day  to  this,  this  land  has  been  known  as  Starbuck’s  Point, 
finally  he  settled  in  Charlestown  in  1680  with  his  wife  and 
two  children,  Stephen  and  Elizabeth.  The  ancient  records  of 
the  church  in  Charlestown  show  that  seven  more  children 
were  baptized  there  between  1682  and  1696. 

A  letter  written  in  1703  by  Hon.  James  Russell  to  his 
brother-in-law,  Henry  Wolcott  of  Windsor,  Connecticut,  gives 
a  vivid  picture  of  the  times  and  incidentally  refers  to  the 
character  of  young  Stephen  Codman: 

Charlestown  ye  27  March  1703. 

Much  respected  Brother 

After  tender  of  respects  to  yourself  wth  sister  &c.  these  may 
inform  you  that  God  has  brought  us  to  a  new  Year;  wch  is 
begun  with  information  of  Good  tidings  from  our  Queen, 
who  has  Ordered  publique  thanksgiveing  in  all  her  plantations, 
(and  we  have  Appointed  it  on  ye  9th  Aprill  next)  ffor  the  great 
Victories  Our  Nation  and  the  Confederates  have  had  against 
the  ffrench  and  Spaniards  at  Vigo;  where  they  took  great 
Treasure  in  ye  Span.  Galeoons  and  destroyed  and  took  ye 
ffrench  men  of  war  that  were  there,  which  were  mostly  brought 
to  England  and  Holland,  and  they  have  also  taken  divers 
places  in  fflanders  and  donn  great  Spoile  to  the  Enemy  in  divers 
places  and  took  many  vessells  privateers  and  others,  So  that 
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I  hope  ye  haughty  bloody  Monarch  of  ffrance  is  comeing  doun, 
wch  the  Lord  hasten ;  refering  to  my  daughter  Mary  (to  whom 
pleas  give  the  inclosed)  I  have  written  her  fully  refering  to 
Stephen  Codman,  whom  I  cannot  Judge  has  any  reall  love  for 
her  more  than  others,  which  he  did  frequently  keep  Company 
wth  and  has  bin  a  long  time  of  ill  ffame  on  those  Accompts, 
Therefore,  if  he  shold  happen  to  come  to  your  parts,  I  have 
forbidden  her  to  keep  him  Company,  and  I  desire  your  Self 
to  forbid  him  Also;  for  as  I  have  formerly  advised  you  I 
cannot  consent  to  bestow  her  upon  him,  for  I  have  seen  divers 
Such  matches  yt  have  proved  very  unhappy  to  poor  women 
all  their  lives  after,  pleas  to  communicate  this  wth  the  inclosed 
papers  to  my  Brother  Jn°  Wolcot  wth  due  respects  to  him  wch 
is  the  needfull  at  present  from  Your  Loveing  Brother 

Ja.  Russel 

The  years  in  Charlestown  must  have  been  very  hard  ones 
as  his  children  died  one  after  another  and  finally,  in  1706, 
Stephen  Codman  himself  died.  On  his  gravestone  is  recorded 
the  following  pitiful  inscription: 

“My  dear  children  seven 
By  me  in  graves  do  lie 
All  you  that  live  remember 
That  you  also  must  die.” 

His  will  was  probated  May  16,  1706,  his  widow  being  the 
executrix.  The  inventory  of  his  estate  showred  (1)  £35°; 
(2)  £631,  house,  warehouse  and  wharf;  1/3  of  sloop  Friend¬ 
ship;  Indian  man  (  l  orn)  at  sea,  “if  in  being”  (afterward 
sold  per  probate  papers).  After  their  father’s  death,  Charles 
Chambers  was  appointed  guardian  of  the  two  younger  chil¬ 
dren,  Benjamin  and  John.  In  a  guardian’s  report,  beb.  4, 
1717-18,  Benjamin  “had  been  absent  at  sea  four  years,  the 
vessel  having  been  taken  by  pirates,  and  he  supposed  to  be 
dead.” 

The  widow,  Elizabeth  Codman,  followed  her  husband  two 
years  later,  leaving  an  orphan  son,  John  aged  eight,  from  whom 
the  present  family  of  Codman  is  descended. 
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JOHN  CODMAN,  the  first  of  his  name,  was  bor|i  in 
Charlestown,  September  29,  1698,  and  lived  there  all  his 
life.  He  was  a  saddler  by  trade,  a  merchant  and  a  sea 
captain.  He  owned  several  negro  slaves  whom  he  employed 
as  house  servants,  mechanics  or  laborers.  In  1718  he  married 
Parnell  Foster,  a  daughter  of  Richard  Foster  and  Parnell 
Winslow.  Richard  Foster  at  twenty-four  was  captain  of  the 
pinky  Mary  and  Elizabeth,  voyaging  to  the  West  Indies  and 
the  Spanish  Main,  came  home  from  Saltintootha  May  24, 
1693,  and  in  1713  was  captain  of  a  pinky  sailing  from  Boston 
to  Nevis.  Pinkys,  or  as  they  were  originally  called  pinks,  were 
sharp  sterned  vessels  rarely  over  thirty  tons.  Small  as  they 
were,  pinkys  were  remarkably  good  sea  boats,  often  crossing 
the  Atlantic  and  comprising  almost  the  entire  Grand  Banks 
fleet  of  fishermen.  Parnell  Winslow  was  the  granddaughter 
of  John  Wilson,  who  came  over  in  the  ship  Fortune  to  Plym¬ 
outh,  November  20,  1621,  and  her  grandmother  was  Mary 
Chilton,  the  first  woman  to  land  in  Plymouth  from  the  May - 
jloiver.  Her  great-grandfather,  John  Chilton,  who  came  with 
his  daughter  Mary  in  the  M ay  flower ,  died  on  board  the  day 
of  the  ship’s  arrival. 

From  all  that  can  be  learned  regarding  this  John  Codman 
it  appears  that  he  was  a  highly  respected  and  useful  citizen. 
It  is  said  of  him  that  he  was  “a  remarkably  upright  man  both 
in  person  and  character,  and  an  active  military  officer.” 

At  a  meeting  of  the  selectmen  in  February,  1744,  Captain 
John  Codman  (by  order  of  the  Hon.  Spencer  Phipps,  Esq.) 
moved  that  they  provide  a  stock  of  powder  for  180  men, 
being  the  number  of  listed  soldiers  in  his  company.  In  1754 
he  held  a  commission  under  the  King  and  was  an  officer  in  the 
Ancient  and  Honorable  Artillery  Company. 

In  1749  a  fire  broke  out  in  a  building  owned  by  Captain 
Codman  which  destroyed  several  shops.  The  loss  was  £6000 
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old  tenor.  Later  it  was  discovered  that  this  fire  was  set  by 
some  of  his  slaves  who  seemed  to  have  found  the  severe  disci¬ 
pline  of  their  Master  hard  to  bear  and  hoped  by  the  destruc¬ 
tion  of  these  workshops  to  embarrass  him  financially  to  such 
an  extent  that  he  would  be  obliged  to  sell  them. 

The  circumstances  attending  the  death  of  Captain  Codman 
were  most  distressing.  The  three  household  slaves,  Mark, 
Phillis,  and  Phoebe,  who  had  already,  unknown  to  their 
Master,  been  among  those  taking  part  in  setting  fire  to  the 
workshops,  poisoned  him  with  arsenic.  Mark  obtained  the 
poison  through  other  negroes  of  his  acquaintance  who  were 
the  servants  of  two  doctors  in  Boston,  and  the  two  women 
administered  it  at  intervals  in  their  Master’s  food.  He  died 
July  1,  1755,  lingering  fifteen  hours  after  the  last  dose.  The 
crime  was  promptly  traced  and  two  days  later  the  Coroner’s 
Jury  had  evidence  sufficient  to  convict  Mark.  Phoebe,  said 
to  have  been  the  most  guilty,  gave  evidence  against  the  others 
and  was  transported  to  the  West  Indies. 

In  the  Boston  Gazette  of  August  19,  1755,  appeared  the  fol¬ 
lowing:  “Two  negro  servants  of  the  late  Captain  Codman 
found  guilty  of  poisoning  their  Master,  this  day  received  their 
respective  sentences  —  That  Mark  be  drawn  to  the  place  of 
execution  and  be  hanged  by  the  neck  ’till  he  be  dead  —  That 
Phillis  be  drawn  to  the  place  of  execution  and  be  burnt  to 
death  —  which  the  Chief  Justice,  after  having  made  an  excel¬ 
lent  speech,  pronounced  in  a  most  solemn  and  affecting  manner. 
Altho’  the  execution  must  he  shocking  ' tis  not  doubted  that 
the  Sheriff  may  supply  himself  with  an  Ifxecutioner  of  the 
Law,  without  going  out  of  the  County.” 

The  Boston  Evening  Post  of  September  22,  1755,  contains 
the  following  account  of  the  execution:  “Thursday  last,  in  the 
afternoon,  Mark,  a  negro  man  and  Phillis,  a  negro  woman, 
both  servants  of  the  late  Captain  John  Codman  of  Charles¬ 
town,  were  executed  at  Cambridge  for  poisoning  their  said 
master,  as  mentioned  in  this  paper  some  weeks  ago  —  The 
fellow  was  hanged,  and  the  woman  was  burned  at  the  stake 
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Letter  of  Col. 
Revere  to  the 
Corresponding  Sec¬ 
retary  of  the  Mass. 
Historical  Society- 
Jan.  1,  179S. 


about  ten  yards  from  the  gallows  —  They  both  confessed 
themselves  guilty  of  the  crime  for  which  they  suffered,  acknowl¬ 
edged  the  justice  of  their  sentence,  and  died  very  penitent.  After 
the  execution,  the  body  of  Mark  was  brought  to  Charlestown 
Common  and  hung  in  chains  on  a  gibbet  erected  there  for  that 
purpose.”  j 

The  place  where  Mark  was  suspended  was  “on  the  northerly 
side  of  Cambridge  road,  about  a  quarter  of  a  mile  above  our 
peninsular,  and  the  gibbet  remained  till  a  short  time  before 
the  Revolution.”  It  was  evidently  a  familiar  landmark,  for 
Paul  Revere,  in  describing  his  famous  ride  in  1775,  says: 
“After  I  had  passed  Charlestown  Neck  and  got  nearly  opposite 
where  Mark  was  hanging  in  chains  I  saw  two  men  under  a 
tree,”  etc.  It  has  been  said  that  in  the  history  of  the  country 
there  has  been  no  other  instance  of  legal  burning  at  the  stake. 

After  his  death  the  inventory  of  his  estate  showed  mansion, 
etc.,  £2500,  ship,  goods,  forge  and  thirty  acres  at  Bridgewater, 
fifty  acres  at  Harvard,  a  total  of  £8800  o.t.  or  £1173  lawful 
tenor. 
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Chapter  IV 


JOHN  CODMAN,  the  second  of  the  name,  the  oldest  son 
of  Capt.  Codman,  was  born  in  Charlestown  February  14, 
1720.  Early  in  life  he  came  under  the  influence  of  the 
eloquent  preaching  of  Whitefield  during  his  visit  to  New  Eng¬ 
land  and  of  Gilbert  Tennent,  and  was  admitted  to  the  Church 
in  Charlestown  in  1740  at  the  age  of  twenty.  For  several  years 
he  was  chosen  a  selectman  of  the  town  of  Charlestown.  About 
1754  he  married  Abigail  Asbury,  the  widow  of  John  Asburv, 
“an  excellent  woman  of  strong  mind  and  ardent  piety.”  She 
was  the  daughter  of  John  Soley  of  Charlestown  and  Dorcas 
Coffin  of  Nantucket. 

Soon  after  this  we  find  the  names  of  John  Codman,  James 
Russell,  Chambers  Russell,  Richard  Foster,  Jr.,  in  the  list  of 
members  of  one  of  the  old  hire  Societies.  The  oldest  hire 
Society  was  organized  in  Charlestown,  November  8,  1743, 
and  was  composed  of  house  holders  “acting  for  mutual  pro¬ 
tection  or  aid.”  The  number  of  members  was  limited  to  twenty- 
five,  one  of  whom  was  Clerk  and  Treasurer.  Candidates  stood 
proposed  by  three  members,  and  two  negatives  on  the  ballot  ex¬ 
cluded.  Each  member  was  obliged  to  keep  two  leather  buckets, 
two  bags,  one  and  one-half  by  three-quarters  yards,  writh  his 
name  on  them,  and  a  bed  key  and  belt,  and  on  notice  of  a  fire 
must  “repair  with  his  buckets,  bags  and  key  to  the  place  where  it 
happens  (Rule  5)  and  ‘use  his  best  endeavors’  to  save  the 
property  of  the  members.” 

In  February,  177 o,  John  Codman  was  one  of  the  committee 
of  inspection  in  Charlestown  as  to  the  non-importation  agree¬ 
ment.  By  1773  the  question  of  the  right  of  the  British  govern¬ 
ment  to  tax  the  colonies  was  becoming  acute  and  the  East 
India  Company  was  desirous  of  finding  a  market  for  its  tea. 
In  August  the  East  India  Company  was  authorized  to 
export  its  tea  free  from  export  duty  in  England,  but  was  re¬ 
quired  to  collect  the  threepence  duty  from  the  colonies.  Car¬ 
goes  were  immediately  started  on  their  way.  Here  was  the 
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crisis  of  the  Revolution,  and  regardless  of  consequences  it 
was  faced  boldly.  On  November  28,  177 3,  a  cargo  of  tea 
arrived  in  Boston,  and  for  more  than  two  weeks  the  days 
were  filled  with  intense  excitement  and  anxiety.  Following 
the  big  meetings  at  Faneuil  Hall,  a  town  meeting  was  held  in 
Charlestown  on  November  27th,  with  Captain  Isaac  Foster  as 
moderator,  and  a  Committee  of  Correspondence  was  appointed 
to  confer  with  those  of  the  other  towns  and  consider  the  proper 
action  to  be  pursued.  John  Codman  was  a  member  of  this 
committee.  Several  meetings  were  held  and  resolutions  of 
solemn  patriotic  fervor  were  passed,  but  the  Committees  of 
Correspondence  in  the  various  towns  could  not  succeed  in 
sending  the  tea  back,  although  they  were  firmly  agreed  that  it 
should  not  be  landed.  On  December  1 6th  the  famous  band  of 
men  disguised  as  Indians  emptied  the  tea  into  the  dock, 
three  hundred  and  forty-two  cases.  Of  course  this  created  the 
wildest  excitement  and  more  meetings  were  held,  the  name 
of  John  Codman  always  appearing  in  the  list  of  petitioners. 

The  Boston  Gazette  of  January  3,  1774,  reported  that 
“the  inhabitants  of  Charlestown  agreeably  to  a  unanimous  vote 
of  said  town  the  Tuesday  preceding,  on  Friday  last  brought  all 
their  tea  to  the  public  market  square  where  it  was  committed 
to  the  flames  at  high  noonday,  an  example  worthy  of  imitation.” 

Soon  after  this,  John  Codman  removed  with  his  family  to 
Haverhill  where  his  wife  died  on  September  4th.  “She  was 
driven  from  Charlestown  in  April  177 5  by  ye  cruel  hand  of 
oppression,”  as  the  inscription  on  her  tombstone  relates. 

After  the  burning  of  Charlestown  by  the  British  in  1775, 
John  Codman  entered  claims  for  “self  and  estate  of  father, 
sisters  and  brother”  for  loss  of  a  house  near  Captain  Barber’s 
shop,  also  a  farm  at  Prospect  Hill,  £217.  He  eventually  left 
Haverhill,  but  did  not  come  back  to  Charlestown.  Instead, 
he  bought  the  house  in  Boston  in  which  he  died  January  17, 
1 792.  This  house  was  26  Cornhill,  later  42  Washington  Street, 
which  estate  still  remains  in  the  family.  John  Codman  had 
ten  younger  brothers  and  sisters,  three  of  whom,  all  boys,  died 
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young.  All  his  sisters  married,  but  none  of  them  left  any 
children. 

His  brother  Richard,  soon  after  the  death  of  their  father, 
went  to  Portland  and  engaged  in  mercantile  pursuits.  Before 
the  Revolution  he  did  business  in  a  gambrel-roofed  wooden 
store  which  stood  at  the  corner  of  Middle  and  Exchange 
Streets,  and  was  afterwards  occupied  successively  by  Stephen 
DeBlois  and  Robert  Boyd.  Mr.  Codman  was  a  man  of  much 
influence  in  the  town;  for  twelve  years  he  was  deacon  of  the 
First  Church  and  for  two  years  a  selectman.  In  1672  he  built 
one  of  the  best  houses  in  town,  on  the  corner  of  Middle  and 
Temple  Streets,  in  which  he  died.  This  stood  some  distance 
hack  from  Middle  Street  and  had  a  spacious  yard  before  it, 
terraced  to  the  street  and  surrounded  by  a  stately  fence.  It 
was  open  to  the  harbor  at  the  time  of  the  American  Revolu¬ 
tion  so  that  bullets  from  Mowatt’s  fleet  shattered  the  fence 
and  penetrated  the  house. 

On  July  10,  1 75 8,  he  married  Ann,  the  youngest  daughter 
of  Phineas  Jones,  by  whom  he  had  two  children,  Richard  and 
Ann.  She  died  in  March,  1761,  only  nineteen  years  old. 

In  1763  he  married  Sarah,  the  youngest  daughter  of  the 
Rev.  Thomas  Smith,  a  leading  minister  of  the  town.  There 
seems  to  have  been  a  good  deal  of  gossip  in  Portland  at  the 
time  of  this  second  marriage  as  is  evidenced  by  the  following 
extract  from  a  contemporaneous  history. 

“Party  politics  ran  high  at  this  time.  In  a  casual  meeting 
on  the  street  from  political  matters  the  controversy  became 
personal.  Brigadier  General  Edward  Preble  called  Colonel 
Tyng  hard  names  and  in  resentment  Tyng  accused  Preble  of 
being  the  father  of  Sarah  Smith’s  first  child,  who  was  born 
too  soon  after  her  marriage  to  be  the  legitimate  son  of  Deacon 
Codman,  her  husband,  who  so  declared  but  he  condoned  her 
offense.  Mr.  Willis,  in  a  penciled  note  in  his  interleaved  volume 
of  his  own  publication,  mentioned  the  popular  belief  of  the 
parentage.  After  threats  by  both  combatants  Colonel  Tyng 
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asked  pardon  for  his  rashness  which  General  Preble  granted 
and  they  shook  hands.” 

Richard  Codman’s  nephew,  Stephen  Codman,  came  to  Port¬ 
land  also,  soon  after  the  end  of  the  Revolution,  and  opened 
a  shop,  first  on  Titcomb’s  Wharf  and  then  in  India  Street, 
but  he  did  not  stay  many  years  and  returned  to  Boston  where 
*  he  married  Hannah,  the  daughter  of  Thomas  Robinson,  of 

Boston.  Before  he  left  Portland  we  find  the  names  of  both 
Richard  and  Stephen  on  the  petition  for  the  incorporation  of 
the  City  of  Portland  in  1786.  Richard  Codman,  with  two 
others,  also  signed  this  petition  “in  the  name  and  behalf  of 
the  first  Parish  in  Falmouth  agreeably  to  their  vote  passed  the 
23rd  January,  1786.” 

The  youngest  brother,  Isaac,  in  1757  was  impressed  for 
a  soldier  at  a  bounty  of  I22.  He  married  Abigail  Foster, 
the  daughter  of  Richard  Foster,  fourth  son  of  Richard  Foster 
and  Parnell  Winslow.  Abigail’s  father  was  the  brother  of 
Parnell  Foster  who  married  John  Codman  in  17 1 8,  mother 
of  Isaac,  so  that  Isaac  and  his  wife  were  first  cousins.  Isaac 
Codman  had  one  daughter,  Abigail,  who  died  unmarried. 
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JOHN  CODMAN,  the  third  of  the  name,  was  born  in 
Charlestown,  January  17,  17 55.  He  was  the  son  of  the 
second  John  Codman  and  Abigail  Asbury.  He  received 
his  early  education  in  Dummer  Academy  at  Byfield  and  then 
was  brought  up  to  business  in  the  counting  house  of  Isaac  Smith 
in  Boston.  Later  he  with  Mr.  Smith’s  son,  William,  formed 
the  partnership  of  Codman  and  Smith,  which  was  dissolved 
after  a  few  years. 

Subsequently  he  was  in  business  with  his  younger  brother 
under  the  firm  name  of  John  and  Richard  Codman.  They 
owned  a  number  of  American-built  ships  and  did  a  large 
business  with  Holland,  England,  France  and  Russia.  Codman 
Wharf  was  near  the  foot  of  what  is  now  Market  Street,  the 
site  of  the  present  Quincy  Market. 

In  1781  he  married  Margaret  Russell,  the  daughter  of  the 
Hon.  James  and  Katherine  (Graves)  Russell.  She  was 
descended  from  Richard  Russell  who,  with  his  wife  Maud, 
came  over  from  Hereford,  England,  in  1640  and  settled  in 
Charlestown.  In  each  generation  of  Richard  Russell’s  descend¬ 
ants  were  men  of  great  importance  in  the  Colony,  a  son  suc¬ 
ceeding  his  father  in  the  offices  of  Representative,  Councillor, 
Treasurer  of  the  Colony  or  Judge.  The  wedding  took  place  in 
the  Russell  house  in  Lincoln  and  the  ceremony  was  performed 
by  the  Rev.  E.  Ripley  of  Concord. 

1  lie  house  at  Lincoln  was  built  by  Charles  Chambers  of 
Charlestown,  who  bought  the  land  and  built  tbe  house  in  1717 
and  gave  it  to  his  grandson  and  heir,  Chambers  Russell. 
Chambers  Russell  was  the  Representative  from  Concord  in 
the  G  eneral  Court  and  was  largely  instrumental  in  obtaining 
the  incorporation  of  the  town  of  Lincoln,  which  was  so  named 
in  honor  of  Lincoln,  England,  whence  the  Chambers  family 
originally  came.  He  had  no  children  and  bequeathed  the 
Mansion  House  and  estate  at  Lincoln  to  his  nephew,  Charles 
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Russell,  who  was  a  doctor.  In  1775,  Dr.  Russell,  being  a 
Tory,  left  Boston  and  went  with  his  whole  family  to  Antigua,  a 
British  possession,  where  his  wife,  Elizabeth  Vassell,  owned 
plantations  and  where  he  ultimately  died.  His  father,  James 
Russell,  whose  house  in  Charlestown  had  been  burned  by  the 
British,  moved  into  the  Mansion  House  after  his  son  went 
away,  and  occupied  it  for  some  years  until  his  new  house  in 
Charlestown  was  finished.  In  the  panelled  room  of  the  house 
in  Lincoln  his  youngest  daughter,  Margaret,  was  married  to 
John  Codman.  While  in  Antigua,  Dr.  Russell  came  under  the 
Banishment  Act  of  1778  and  his  property  was  confiscated. 
Fortunately,  however,  Mr.  James  Russell,  executor  of  his 
brother,  Chambers  Russell,  succeeded  in  proving  that  the 
estate  had  been  heavily  mortgaged  to  John  Hancock.  This 
mortgage  had  never  been  discharged  so  he  was  permitted  to 
settle  the  estate.  His  son,  Chambers  Russell  the  younger, 
finally  discharged  the  mortgage  in  1784.  Chambers  Russell 
died  six  years  later,  leaving  numerous  legacies,  making  his 
brother-in-law,  John  Codman,  one  of  his  executors,  and  his 
nephew,  Charles  Russell  Codman,  residuary  legatee.  When 
the  estate  was  settled  it  was  found  there  was  not  enough  money 
to  pay  all  the  legacies  without  selling  the  real  estate.  To  pre¬ 
vent  this,  John  Codman  assumed  the  obligations  and  acquired 
the  estate  which  he  eventually  left  to  his  son,  Charles  Russell 
Codman,  in  order  to  carry  out  Mr.  Chambers  Russell’s  wishes. 
Here  John  Codman  lived  during  the  summer  months  and  took 
great  pride  in  the  place,  making  extensive  alterations  and  im¬ 
provements.  In  winter  the  family  came  in  town  to  their  house 
in  Hanover  Street. 

Mrs.  John  Codman  died  in  Boston  in  1789,  leaving  two 
little  sons,  John  and  Charles  Russell.  Two  years  later  their 
father  married,  at  King’s  Chapel,  Catherine  Amory,  the 
daughter  of  John  and  Catherine  (Greene)  Amory  of  Boston. 
They  had  six  children,  of  whom  only  the  two  daughters  mar¬ 
ried.  “Dear  little  Catherine  Margaret,”  as  her  father  always 
wrote  of  her,  married  Mr.  John  Russell  Hurd  of  New  York, 
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and  Mary  Anne  married  Mr.  William  Ropes  of  Boston  and 
Salem. 

At  the  end  of  the  eighteenth  century  France  was  at  war  with 
Great  Britain  and  was  angered  because  the  United  States  was 
unwilling  to  return  the  assistance  she  had  rendered  us  during 
the  Revolution  by  taking  sides  with  her  against  England.  The 
French  captured  American  merchant  ships  and  sold  them 
openly  in  the  French  ports.  The  people  of  Boston,  with  the 
rest  of  the  country,  were  much  incensed  by  this,  as  so  much  of 
their  business  was  with  England  and  the  Continent. 

At  a  patriotic  meeting  in  Faneuil  Hall  it  was  voted  to 
finance  the  building  of  a  frigate,  to  be  given  to  the  government 
as  a  free  will  offering  subscribed  to  by  the  merchants  of  Boston 
and  others.  Mr.  Codman’s  name  appears  among  the  large 
subscribers,  for  he  gave  $3,000.  The  ship  was  a  frigate  of 
700  tons  and  was  called  The  Boston.  Her  keel  was  laid 
on  August  7,  179^5  and  she  sailed  on  her  first  cruise  July  24, 
1 799-  She  got  to  sea  before  the  trouble  with  France  was 
over  and  did  good  service  on  the  West  Indies  Station  until 
the  signing  of  the  Treaty  of  Paris  in  1800.  During  this  period 
the  French  made  much  trouble  for  American  shipping  on  the 
Pligh  Seas  and  Mr.  Codman  was  among  the  sufferers.  The 
Elizabeth,  one  of  his  ships,  had  been  loaded  with  wine  in 
France,  but  was  held  in  Plymouth  by  the  English  and  not 
allowed  to  continue  on  her  voyage. 

Richard  Codman,  a  younger  brother,  graduated  from  Har¬ 
vard  College  in  1782.  l  ie  passed  a  good  many  years  in  Europe 
and  was  engaged  in  mercantile  affairs  there,  representing  the 
firm  of  John  and  Richard  Codman.  He  was  in  Paris  during 
the  French  Revolution  and  later  when  Bonaparte  was  First 
Consul.  He  was  fond  of  society,  careless  in  money  matters, 
but  with  a  nice  taste  in  pictures  and  statuary.  After  the  Revo¬ 
lution  he  employed  LeBrun,  the  husband  of  the  famous  artist, 
considered  the  greatest  connoisseur  of  the  day,  to  make  some 
purchases,  and  I^eBrun’s  certificate  which  accompanied  these 
names  each  picture  and  attests  to  the  fact  of  their  beinfr 
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“original  pictures.”  It  is  dated  December  1,  1796,  and  is  in 
the  possession  of  the  writer.  Richard  made  various  other  pur¬ 
chases,  about  one  hundred  and  fourteen  pictures  altogether, 
which  are  still  owned  by  different  members  of  the  family. 

Richard’s  affairs  seem  to  have  become  very  involved  about 
this  time  and  John  felt  it  incumbent  upon  him  to  leave  his 
family  during  the  summer  of  1 800  and  go  abroad,  partly  to  see 
what  could  be  done  in  England  to  obtain  the  release  of  his  ship 
Elizabeth,  held  by  the  British  Government,  and  partly  to 
straighten  out  his  brother’s  affairs  and  persuade  him  to  come 
home. 

His  older  sons  were  at  a  school  at  Chelmsford  kept  by  the 
Rev.  Mr.  Packard.  Education  was  a  serious  matter  in  1800,  and 
before  going  to  Europe,  the  following  letter  was  despatched 
to  Charles,  then  about  sixteen. 

June  the  4,  1 800 

Dr  Charles 

I  am  now  determined  to  go  to  Europe  I  shall  sail  about  the 
10  or  12  instant.  I  expect  you  will  write  me  &  enclose  your 
letter  to  your  Mama  to  be  forwarded  —  I  would  have  you 
write  to  &  when  you  are  down  apply  to,  your  Uncle  Stephen 
for  any  pecuniary  aid  you  may  want  as  I  find  your  Mama 
cannot  refuse  you  what  I  know  is  of  the  greatest  injury  to  you, 
too  much  Money.  I  am  very  willing  you  should  have  what  is 
requisite  but  my  finances  do  not  afford  to  be  extravagant  my¬ 
self,  and  you  know  1  ought  to  be  just  as  well  as  generous  &  that 
it  is  first  incumbent  to  pay  where  we  owe,  but  most  of  all  I  am 
led  to  these  observations  from  a  persuasion  that  a  plenty  of 
money  is  a  bad  companion  in  the  pocket  or  at  the  command 
of  any  Young  Man,  Enough  is  sufficient. 

Mr.  Packard  writes  me  he  will  receive  you  into  his  School 
but  cannot  at  present  into  his  family.  I  wish  most  sincerely 
he  could  also  take  you  into  his  family  that  he  might  by  his 
counsel  &  example  persuade  you  that  by  constant  laborious 
application  &  by  that  alone  a  Young  Man  can  acquire  knowl¬ 
edge  requisite  to  his  making  any  tolerable  figure  in  the  World 
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—  This  being  laid  down  as  a  principle  which  first  or  last  you 
will  find  true  it  is  only  necessary  to  ask  one’s  self  do  I  wish  to 
feel  inferior  to  my  contemperays  &  companions  in  life,  or  do 
I  not  rather  wish  to  be  respected  among  them  as  a  man  not 
only  of  amiable  manners  &  condescention  of  character  but  of 
Ability  &  information,  surely  a  Young  Man  of  the  ambition 
which  I  think  you  have  &  I  hope  will  always  preserve  cannot 
hesitate  to  acquire  these  advantages  even  at  the  present  neces¬ 
sary  expense  of  Application.  I  wish  you  on  no  account  to  indulge 
yourself  in  an  hour’s  absence  from  School  except  in  the  inter¬ 
mediate  hours  or  in  vacation,  for  your  time  is  too  precious  — 
When  I  return  which  I  hope  will  be  in  May  next  I  shall  expect 
to  see  you  fit  to  take  a  stand  in  mine  or  some  other  counting 
house  and  you  may  be  sure  that  beside  writing  arithmetic  & 
Geography  which  are  now  to  be  your  principal  studies,  the 
knowledge  which  you  may  yet  acquire  from  a  recurrence  to 
your  latin  &  a  steady  pursuit  of  history  will  enlighten  your 
mind  &  enable  you  to  hold  a  correspondence  with  Merchants 
abroad  who  from  thence,  tho  they  may  never  see  you  will 
learn  to  respect  you  &  it  will  be  the  source  of  all  your  fortune. 

I  can  only  add  my  dear  Charles  my  best  &  hondest  wishes 
for  your  happiness  &  that  I  am  Affectionately 

Yours 

J.  Codman 

I  have  received  your  letter  of  the  5  instant,  the  writing  dis¬ 
covers  attention  which  I  am  pleased  with.  I  leave  Mr.  Pem¬ 
berton  to  judge  of  the  propriety  of  your  relinquishing  your 
latin  altogether. 

The  business  connected  with  the  ship  Elizabeth  took  him 
first  to  Philadelphia  and  from  there  he  writes  to  his  wife: 

“I  am  preparing  an  application  to  the  Secretary  of  State 
requesting  his  aid  to  assist  my  endeavours  to  get  liberated  in 
England  the  Vessell  with  wines  William  Tudor  so  foolishly 
loaded  in  France  at  a  time  when  by  law  all  intercourse  was 
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prohibited  by  this  Country  with  France.  It  is  attended  with 
some  difficulty  as  Government  set  their  faces  against  all  com¬ 
merce  of  this  kind  &  the  Court  in  England  pretend  to  stop  the 
property  there  because  they  say  the  vessell  has  broke  the  laws 
of  the  American  Govt.  I  fear  it  will  end  in  loss. 

“Yesterday  I  heard  of  the  total  loss  of  the  Ship  Abigail  & 
Cargo  at  Sea,  the  people  all  saved.  I  was  tolerably  well  in¬ 
sured  but  as  it  has  happened  it  would  have  been  better  had  I 
been  quite  so,  however  I  do  not  know  but  it  is  as  well  for  me 
as  if  she  had  arrived  safe.” 

He  reached  London  early  in  July  and  a  few  weeks  later 
writes  home  news  of  his  brother. 

July  21,1  800. 

Mrs.  King  &  Mrs.  Gore  tell  me  that  Richard  has  lived  in  & 
about  1  aris  in  as  great  style  as  any  of  them  in  this  country, 
that  his  establishment  has  been  as  handsome  &  as  expensive 
and  his  mistress  as  beautiful  as  any  one’s  in  Europe  and  that 
he  himself  is  quite  the  accomplished  man,  the  very  man  to 
enjoy  life  in  fashion,  this  every  one  says  of  him  in  this  country, 

I  assure  you  when  I  consider  how  he  has  embarrassed  me  by 
his  extravagance,  how  unjust  it  is  to  carry  on  so  without 
property  to  support  it,  without  paying  his  debts  &  when  he 
knew  that  such  conduct  was  eventually  burthening  me,  it  made 
my  mind  feel  too  much  to  enjoy  the  merriment  his  gallantry 
seemed  to  afford  the  Ladies,  who  told  me  that  such  things 
wcie  fashionable  cX  I  must  make  up  my  mind  to  hear  them. 
Here  again  I  wished  for  you,  for  it  was  too  serious  to  me  who 
am  paying  the  hdler  to  enjoy  the  sport.  I  hope  however  soon 
to  see  him.  What  kind  of  an  interview  it  will  be  I  cannot 
forsee,  from  all  I  can  gather  here  his  conduct  is  without  pallia¬ 
tion.  I  am  however  very  cautious  to  let  no  person  hear  me 
reproach  a  Brother. 

A  letter  from  Plymouth  in  August  and  one  from  London 
two  weeks  later  report  further  progress: 
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Plymouth  in  England,  220  miles  west  of  London, 
the  4th  of  August,  1800. 

I  am  now  here  for  the  purpose  of  adjusting  the  affair  of 
the  Vessell  William  Tudor  attempted  to  send  me.  This  Vessell 
which  was  under  adjudication  here,  or  rather  in  London,  has 
occupied  most  of  my  time  since  I  have  been  in  England  I  have 
however  finally  settled  the  business  by  a  compromize  which  tho’ 
it  has  cost  me  something  is  infinitely  better  than  to  have  re¬ 
mained  as  it  would  have  done  had  I  not  come  to  this  country  & 
I  am  now  preparing  to  send  her  away  from  here  on  which  new 
voyage  I  hope  she  will  meet  with  no  new  disaster.  This  done 
I  shall  return  to  London  and  if  I  do  not  find  letters  from 
Richard,  prepare  to  embark  for  France. 

In  Plymouth  where  I  am,  the  Men  seem  to  be  all  Soldiers 
&  Sailors,  &  the  Women  do  the  labour.  There  are  many 
hundred  row  boats  in  continual  employ  carrying  people  back 
and  forward  on  board  Vessells  at  anchor  in  the  harbour,  (for 
there  are  no  wharves)  each  of  these  boats  belongs  to  and  is 
rowed  by  tw7o  women.  At  first  it  appeared  strange,  but  I  see 
it  so  often  it  grows  familiar.  How  long  I  shall  stay  here  is 
very  uncertain.  I  wait  for  papers  from  London  with  which  to 
despatch  the  Vessell.  I  am  a  good  deal  at  a  loss  what  to  do 
with  her,  but  as  soon  as  the  papers  come  to  make  the  affair 
clear  I  shall  determine  &:  send  her  away,  for  I  see  nothing  to 
be  done  with  her  here. 

London,  August  24,  1800. 

I  wrote  you  last  from  Plymouth  220  miles  west  of  this  place, 
where  I  was  on  the  business  of  the  Elizabeth ,  (the  Vessell  Wil¬ 
liam  Tudor  loaded  in  France)  that  was  taken  &  brought  in 
here.  There  I  succeeded  to  compromize  the  matter  with  the 
Captors  for  £200  stg.  &  all  costs,  and  it  was  fortunate  I  was 
here  to  do  it,  for  if  I  had  not  all  would  have  been  lost,  and 
the  property  is  worth  £2000  but  since  my  return  to  London 
I  have  had  infinite  trouble  at  a  place  called  Doctor’s  Commons 
to  get  the  bargain  confirmed,  &  this  week  or  ten  days  past 
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thought  it  would  be  all  overset,  but  at  last  I  believe  it  is  finished 
or  nearly  so. 

Eventually  he  crossed  over  to  Paris  and  spent  the  winter 
there  with  his  brother  whose  affairs  he  found  “were  too 
confusing  and  mortifying  for  him  ever  to  explain”  in  letters. 
Richard  was  at  the  time  “engaged  in  a  law  suit  about  an  estate 
he  bought  of  value  which  the  sellers  to  him  disputed  his  right 
to  and  this  is  among  the  many  things  that  impede  him.” 

Matters  were  finally  adjusted  and  Richard  did  return  to 
Boston  where  his  charm  and  wit  made  him  a  great  favorite 
until  he  died  in  1 806. 

Another  brother,  William,  was  bred  a  merchant  in  John’s 
Counting  House.  He  moved  to  New  York  where  he  estab¬ 
lished  a  successful  business  and  married  Susan  Coffin,  the 
daughter  of  Dr.  Nathaniel  Coffin  of  New  York. 

After  John  returned  to  Boston  he  entered  politics,  serving 
in  both  blouses,  and  at  the  time  of  his  death  was  a  member  of 
the  Massachusetts  Senate.  He  lived  only  two  years  after  his 
home-coming  and  died  after  a  short  illness  at  his  house  at 
Hanover  Street. 

A  letter  from  Richard  to  his  brother  William  in  New  York 
gives  sad  details  of  his  death  and  an  interesting  account  of 
the  disposition  of  his  property. 


Boston,  24th  May,  1803. 

1  he  hand  of  God  my  dear  Brother  has  touched  us  most 
severely.  Our  dearly  beloved  Brother  is  now  an  Inhabitant 
of  the  silent  1  omb,  &  nothing  is  left  to  us  but  the  bitterness  of 
sorrow.  Oh  God  how  unsearchable  are  thy  Judgements  &  thy 
ways  how  past  finding  out?  Teach  us  resignation,  inspire  us 
with  bortitude  &  enable  us  to  sing  with  our  deceased  friend 
The  Lord  reigneth  let  the  Earth  rejoice”  —  Oh,  William 
the  scenes  we  have  past  through  the  week  past,  are  too  heart 
rending  for  me  to  describe,  I  am  oppressed  my  dear  Brother 
&  hardly  able  to  go  on  I  have  hitherto  born  up  pretty  well 
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under  it  having  been  obliged  to  call  up  everything  manly  within 
me  to  resist  the  Torrent  of  Grief  exhibited  on  all  sides  of  me, 
but  writing  to  you  I  confess  unmans  me  &  I  must  give  way  to 
the  poignancy  of  my  feeling  figure  to  yourself  on  one  side  of 
me  the  most  distressed  of  women  his  excellent  wife  &  on  the 
other  our  dear  sister  Nabby  whose  distress  I  dare  not  attempt 
to  describe,  you  know  her  too  well  not  to  have  some  Idea  of  it, 
John  &  Charles  almost  distracted  &  unable  to  walk  at  the 
funeral  without  support  from  the  servants,  —  the  Russells  of 
Charlestown  bent  down  with  anguish  —  figure  then  to  your¬ 
self  our  situation,  more  distressing  now  perhaps,  than  at  his 
deathbed,  when  he  in  some  degree  comforted  us  by  the  display 
of  an  unheard  of  magnanimity.  He  neglected  nothing,  took 
leave  of  all  his  friends  in  a  manner  truely  astonishing  &  which 
I  am  sure  will  operate  most  favourably  for  the  cause  of  re¬ 
ligion,  he  died  as  he  has  lived  a  true  Believer  in  the  mercy  of 
God  obtained  through  the  merits  of  Jesus  Christ  — 

He  died  without  a  groan,  had  his  perfect  senses  to  the  last, 
I  was  at  his  bedside,  watched  his  faultering  Voice,  saw  him 
breathe  for  the  last  time  &  performed  the  mournfull  Office  of 
closing  his  Eyes  for  ever  —  Oh,  what  a  change  is  this  to  me 
—  inexorable  Death,  could  he  not  have  been  spared  a  little 
longer?  Why  take  him  off  thus  in  the  midst  of  his  Days  & 
usefulness?  Nothing  remains  for  me  but  grief  upon  grief  & 
sorrow  upon  sorrow,  but  I  trust  in  God  to  give  me  strength  to 
get  through  with  it  — 

He  has  left  Mrs  Codman  the  house  he  lived  in  during  her 
natural  life,  the  furniture  &  every  thing  in  it  to  her  right  out  — 
He  has  also  given  her  three  thousand  Dollars  per  annum  dur¬ 
ing  her  life.  To  John  he  has  given  all  the  Estate  on  the  d  own 
Dock,  the  House  Father  lived  in  &  a  farm  in  Lincoln  called 
the  Wesson  farm.  He  has  given  to  Charles  all  the  Lincoln 
Estate  that  came  by  Chambers  Russell  &  all  his  Estate  in 
Kilby  St.  &  6  shares  in  Charles  River  Bridge;  if  Charles  should 
die  before  he  is  of  age  his  part  goes  to  John.  His  other  Estate, 
after  all  debts  are  paid  will  amount  to  about  100,000  Dollars 
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which  is  to  be  divided  equally  among  all  the  children.  He  has 
given  to  Nabby  &  Parnell  the  House  &  Land  in  Sudbury  St.  & 
2500  Dollars  besides.  He  has  given  an  annuity  of  200  Dollars 
to  Aunt  Moody.  150  per  annum  to  Betsey  Leppington.  100 
to  Aunt  Austin.  To  Henry  Codman,  Penelope  Russell,  Cather¬ 
ine  Russell,  and  Nabby  Codman  500  Dollars  each,  right  out. 
To  me  he  has  left  nothing,  for  the  best  reason  in  the  World, 
that  it  would  have  gone  to  my  Creditors  if  he  had.  I  knew 
his  excellent  disposition  &  have  only  to  regret  that  my  affairs 
had  not  sooner  terminated.  So  that  to  Stephen  you  and  myself 
he  has  left  nothing. 

To  Parnell  you  must  present  my  most  affectionate  Love  & 
regards,  Nabby  and  myself  think  she  had  better  remain  where 
she  is  for  the  present,  when  we  can  come  to  some  resolution 
about  their  future  arrangements  we  will  let  her  know. 

They  will  have  with  their  property  altogether  about  live 
hundred  Dollars  a  year  each,  which  will  make  them  perfectly 
independent. 

Remember  me  very  affectionately  to  Sister  Codman  &:  be¬ 
lieve  me  most  truly  and  affectionately  your  Brother 

R.  Codman 

I  intended  to  have  written  Parnell,  but  this  letter  must  serve 
for  her  as  Nabby  &  myself  are  just  going  to  Lincoln,  where 
Catherine  went  this  morning.  Kiss  her  for  me  &  tell  her  we 
shall  all  strive  to  make  Nabby  &  her  happy. 

I  he  reason  of  my  saying  that  Parnell  had  better  stay  where 
she  is  at  present  is  that  we  have  now  all  a  home  to  look  for 
&  if  she  should  come  we  should  not  know  where  to  put  her, 
because  a  new  arrangement  must  of  course  take  place.  It 
therefore  requires  consideration  in  Nabby  &  myself  the  result 
of  which  we  shall  inform  her  of. 

Stephen  &  R.  Amory  were  the  executors  but  Amory  declined 
it  Stephen  is  sole  executor.  The  reason  of  his  leaving  John  &: 
Charles  so  much  the  more  than  his  other  children  is  on  account 
of  Mr.  Amory’s  Estate,  which  will  go  all  to  them,  that  is  to 
say  that  part  which  will  fall  to  Sister  Codman.” 
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His  death  was  a  great  loss,  not  only  to  his  family,  but  also 
to  the  community,  and  part  of  an  obituary  notice  written  by 
Mr.  John  Lowell  shows  the  estimate  in  which  he  was  held. 

“Amidst  the  sudden  dispensations  of  Providence  which  we 
are  occasionally  called  upon  to  witness,  few  have  ever  produced 
more  public  regret,  or  private  calamity,  than  the  death  of  this 
truly  excellent  and  respectable  citizen.  Of  manners  gentle,  of 
affections  warm  &  glowing,  of  habits  industrious  and  en- 
terprizing,  with  an  understanding  clear  &  heart  expanded  and 
generous,  he  was  excellently  qualified  to  fill,  and  honorably  to 
discharge  the  various  important  public  and  private  relations 
in  which  he  stood  to  Society.  As  a  husband,  father,  friend,  he 
yielded  to  no  one  in  the  tender,  affectionate,  constant  perform¬ 
ance  of  all  those  interesting  attentions  which  those  endearing 
relations  require.  As  a  merchant,  his  assiduity,  honor,  fidelity, 
enterprise  &  discernment  rendered  him  an  object  of  sincere 
respect  to  the  old,  and  an  excellent  model  for  imitation  to 

the  young. 

As  a  citizen  he  was  generous,  affable,  kind,  compassionate 
and  patriotic.  In  public  life  he  exhibited  capacity,  eloquence, 
information,  and  ardent  love  for  his  country. 

By  the  force  of  his  own  talents  and  the  splendor  of  his 
virtues,  he  acquired  not  only  the  love  and  esteem  of  his 
acquaintance,  but  affluence,  honor,  fame. 

Not  long  before  his  death,  Mr.  Codman  had  purchased  one 
of  the  Tombs  in  the  old  South  Burying  Ground  on  Boston 
Common.  1  he  original  number  of  this  I  0111b  N\as  21,  and  it 
was  on  the  path  running  parallel  to  the  present  Boylston 
Street.  In  1835,  when  changes  had  to  be  made  in  the  Bury¬ 
ing  Ground,  these  Tombs  were  moved.  Each  owner  was 
notified,  and  in  the  order  in  which  their  replies  were  received 
they  were  allotted  a  Tomb  in  the  new  row  which  now  borders 
the  long  diagonal  walk  running  across  the  Common  from 
Park  Square  to  West  Street.  Evidently  there  was  some  little 
delay,  for  the  number  of  the  present  Tomb  is  24.  For  many 
years  there  was  no  name  cut  in  the  stone  over  the  door,  but 
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in  1928  some  members  of  the  family  obtained  permission  from 
the  City  authorities  to  have  the  name  Codman  cut  in  the  stone. 
This  was  accomplished  just  in  time  for  the  125th  anniversary 
of  the  Hon.  John  Codman’s  death,  May  17,  1803,  and  a 
wreath  was  placed  upon  the  Tomb.  Twenty-two  members  of 
the  family  have  been  buried  there  and  the  right  of  burial  still 
belongs  to  his  descendants. 
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Chapter  VI 


J'  OHN  CODMAN,  the  fourth  of  the  name,  the  oldest  son 
of  John  and  Margaret  Russell  Codman,  was  born  August 
3,  1782,  in  Boston,  and  was  baptized  in  the  Brattle  Street 
Church  by  the  Rev.  Dr.  Cooper.  He  was  sent  to  school  at 
Andover  Academy  and  also  studied  under  the  Rev.  Henry  W  are 
of  Hingham.  He  graduated  with  honors  from  Harvard  Col¬ 
lege  in  1802  in  a  class  of  sixty,  the  largest  class  that  had  ever 
graduated.  His  early  inclinations  were  toward  the  study  of  law 
and  he  entered  the  office  of  his  cousin,  John  Lowell,  but  his 
father,  during  his  last  illness,  expressed  a  great  wish  that  his 
son  John  should  become  a  minister  of  the  gospel,  and  this  dying 
wish,  coming  at  a  time  when  he  was  deeply  saddened  by  the  death 
of  his  father,  drew  the  young  man  into  the  ministry.  He  soon 
began  the  study  of  theology  with  his  old  teacher,  Rev.  Henry 
Ware  of  Hingham,  and  then  went  to  Cambridge  to  continue 
his  studies.  After  that  he  decided  that  he  could  study  with 
greater  profit  in  Scotland  and  sailed  for  Liverpool  in  the  brig 
Superb.  In  the  diary  of  the  voyage,  which  lasted  twenty-eight 
days,  is  the  following  entry:  “Sunday  August  4th,  I  have  had 
to  lament  one  of  God  s  holy  days  spent  in  a  very  indifferent 
manner,  being  very  sick  and  unable  to  fix  my  mind  on  devo¬ 
tional  subjects.”  But  when  Liverpool  was  reached  he  was  able 
to  close  his  journal  under  favorable  circumstances  —  “a  pleas¬ 
ant  voyage  of  twenty-eight  days  and  good  health.”  He  spent 
the  winter  in  Ldinburgh  very  pleasantly  and  consideiably  to 
my  satisfaction,”  and  then  went  abroad  before  another  year 
of  study  in  Edinburgh. 

He  received  a  license  to  preach  in  Bristol  after  leaving  Edin¬ 
burgh  and  then  went  to  London,  where  he  preached  for  about 
a  year  in  the  Scotch  Church  in  Swallow  Street.  He  returned 
to  Boston  in  May,  1808,  and  in  August  preached  in  the  Sec¬ 
ond  Church  in  Dorchester,  then  recently  organized.  After 
preaching  there  two  Sundays  he  was  invited  by  the  Church 
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and  the  Parish  to  become  their  minister  and  was  ordained  in 
December,  1808,  Dr.  Channing  preaching  the  ordination 
sermon.  For  a  year  things  went  well,  and  then  a  controversy 
began  which  had  very  far-reaching  results.  The  whole  sub¬ 
ject  has  been  thoroughly  gone  into  in  the  “Memoir  of  John 

Codman,  D.D.,’  by  William  Allen,  D.D.,  and  is  most  inter¬ 
esting. 

Briefly  here  it  may  be  said  that  it  began  ostensibly  in  the 
question  “Whether  he  had  the  right  of  refusing  to  exchange 
pulpits  indiscriminately  with  the  neighboring  ministers  with 
some  of  whom  he  did  not  agree  in  religious  sentiment  and 
whose  teachings  he  did  not  think  would  be  profitable  to  the 
souls  of  his  people.”  Dr.  Codman  refused  to  exchange  with 
certain  ministers  who  belonged  to  the  Boston  Association, 
having  declared  his  views  on  the  subject  in  a  long  statement 
before  the  beginning  of  his  ministry  in  Dorchester.  This  con- 
Memoir  of  troversy  continued  for  three  years  until  finally  matters  came  to 
Dr.  Codman  a  cns’s*  "At  a  meeting  of  the  parish,  November  24,  1812,  it 

Allen  WaS  votec*  ^  parish  to  dismiss  their  minister.  On  the  fol¬ 
lowing  Sunday  they  placed  another  minister  in  the  pulpit  with 
a  guard  on  the  pulpit  stairs  so  that  Mr.  Codman  was  obliged 
to  preach  from  the  platform  below  the  pulpit,  and  after  preach¬ 
ing  he  retired  with  his  congregation.  The  parish  preacher 
then  went  through  his  services  and  in  the  afternoon  performed 
a  second  service,  at  the  close  of  which  Mr.  Codman  regained 
his  pulpit  and  went  through  his  usual  labors,  having  some  hun¬ 
dreds  of  hearers  while  the  other  preacher,  much  to  the  confu¬ 
sion  of  the  opposition,  had  only  about  fifty.  -  This  strange  and 
unheard  of  outrage  was  so  revolting  to  the  public  sense  of 
decorum  in  the  minds  of  men  of  all  religious  denominations 
that  the  opposers  of  Mr.  Codman  by  this  step  annihilated  at 
once  their  own  power  and  gave  him  the  triumph.”  They 
finally  agreed  to  withdraw  and  sold  their  pew's  and  eventually 
built  a  new  meeting  house  and  became  a  distinct  and  Unitarian 
parish. 

In  the  course  of  all  this,  Dr.  Codman  came  to  know  inti- 
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mately  Mr.  William  Coombs,  a  distinguished  merchant  of 
Newburyport  and  a  man  of  great  piety.  Through  this  in¬ 
timacy  he  met  his  future  wife,  Mary  Wheelwright,  daughter 
of  Ebenezer  and  Anna  (Coombs)  Wheelwright  of  Newbury¬ 
port,  a  granddaughter  of  Mr.  Coombs,  and  they  were  married 
January  19,  1813. 

During  almost  all  of  their  married  life  they  lived  at  Linden 
Hill,  a  beautiful  house  in  Dorchester,  overlooking  the  bay. 
Here  all  their  children  were  born.  The  following  letter  from 
his  wife  to  her  sister-in-law,  Mrs.  Charles  Russell  Codman,  in 
Paris,  gives  a  charmingly  intimate  picture  of  their  family  life. 

Dorchester  Jany  19th  1831 

Your  letters,  dear  sister,  (always  welcome)  were  never  more 
so  than  at  the  present  time;  &  I  would  gratefully  acknowledge 
your  favour  of  the  1 6th  of  Octr  (received  just  after  the  birth 
of  our  little  girl)  for  we  had  begun  to  feel  somewhat  anxious 
on  your  account;  not  knowing  how  far  the  late  revolution  in 
France  might  have  interfered  with  your  plans  for  the  Winter. 
We  are  happy  to  find  that  you  have  settled  down  so  con¬ 
tentedly  in  Paris,  &  with  such  pleasing  prospects  before  you. 
Our  own  hearts  have  been  made  glad  by  the  birth  of  a  lovely 
little  girl,  (now  six  weeks  old,  but  the  least  thing  you  can 
imagine.)  Her  frame  is  so  delicate  that  I  sometimes  fear 
she  will  be  smothered  amidst  the  caresses  of  her  Father  & 
brothers  &  sisters  —  indeed  she  is  a  precious  plaything  for 
us  all,  &  we  hope  we  shall  not  love  her  with  more  strength  of 
affection  than  is  consistent  with  her  frailty  &  with  the  love  & 
gratitude  we  owe  to  Him  who  has  bestowed  the  gift. 

Much  as  I  was  interested  in  tracing  your  progress  through 
Holland  &  Switzerland  &  along  the  beautiful  banks  of  the 
Rhine  —  there  was  no  part  of  your  letter  that  gave  me  so  much 
pleasure  as  your  account  of  little  Charles.  We  have  many  times 
in  fancy,  pressed  this  darling  boy  to  our  hearts  —  but  we  shall 
do  it  with  increased  affection  now  that  we  can  associate  him  with 
the  image  of  your  beloved  Anny.  Our  children  are  much  in- 

[27] 


The  Codmans  of  Charlestown  and  Boston  /  1637-1929 


terested  in  whatever  relates  to  their  little  cousin  ;  &  are  studying 
how  they  shall  make  themselves  agreeable  to  him  on  his  arrival. 
Elizabeth  flatters  herself  that  she  shall  be  able  to  teach  him 
to  sing  k  has  named  several  tunes  which  she  says  “will  be  pretty 
to  learn  him;”  one  is  the  “Lovely  moon”  &  another  the 
“Bavarian  girl,”  indeed  she  is  quite  a  singer;  k  her  little  voice 
rises  up  with  ours  every  morning  in  family  devotions  &  in 
strains  of  peculiar  sweetness.  John’s  vacation  expired  about 
5  weeks  since.  We  thought  he  had  improved  in  character  & 
personal  appearance.  Mary  has  made  considerable  progress 
in  music  under  Mr.  Paddon  k  is  gaining  (we  hope)  in  other 
branches  of  education.  Margaret  pursues  French  &  Latin 
with  diligence ;  k  since  her  journey  to  the  Springs  seems  to  have 
entirely  regained  her  health.  William  &  Robert  are  under  the 
care  of  Miss  Ropes;  &  at  the  late  examination  of  the  school, 
their  Father  expressed  himself  well  pleased  with  the  progress 
they  had  made.  They  exercise  frequently  on  horse-back;  & 
trott  off  together  to  the  Post  Office  in  high  style.  Mary  also 
sometimes  joins  them  in  these  Equestrian  excursions,  as  their 
school  is  in  the  house  we  encourage  them  to  exercise  frequently 
in  the  open  air  on  account  of  their  health.  Little  Anna  Catherine 
has  rather  a  dark  complexion  with  a  bright  dark  blue  eye  of 
sufficient  fullness,  k  hair  approaching  chestnut.  Her  Father 
thinks  her  the  prettiest  babe  we  have  ever  had,  but  I  cannot 
see  that  she  has  any  pretensions  to  beauty,  though  her  features 
are  regular  k  she  would  not,  perhaps,  be  remarked  as  par¬ 
ticularly  wanting  in  comeliness. 

\  ou  will  perceive  that  we  have  taken  up  winter  quarters  in 
Dorchester;  &  I  do  not  regret  it  except  on  Mr.  C — ’s  account, 
who  suffers  for  that  daily  exercise  which  contributed  so  much 
to  his  health  in  Boston.  Winter  has  set  in  upon  us  with  un¬ 
common  severity  k  such  a  snowstorm  as  we  had  last  week; 
the  oldest  person  among  us  can  scarcely  remember.  Many  of  our 
dwelling  houses  were  almost  buried  beneath  the  banks  which 
rose  as  high  as  the  second  story  —  covered  almost  every  stone 
wall  k  d  rove  so  furiously  through  the  windows  that  one  might 
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almost  take  a  sleigh-ride  from  one  end  of  our  habitation  to 
the  other.  After  a  few  days  we  made  our  way  into  the  city 
through  a  road  which  resembled,  on  each  side,  the  cliffs  of 
Dover,  &  arriving  in  Chestnut  Street  Mr.  C—  remarked  how 
neatly  the  path-way  was  cut  leading  into  your  beautiful  yard. 
It  is  some  time  since  I  have  looked  in  upon  Mrs.  Quigly  —  but 
I  am  sure  from  her  past  faithfulness  that  she  will  not  let  any 
of  your  furniture  suffer  for  want  of  attention.  Mr.  &  Mrs. 
R.  C.  Derby  have  just  taken  passage  for  the  West  Indies  on 
account  of  her  health.  She  has  long  had  a  cough  &  other  symp¬ 
toms  of  consumption,  &  her  friends  are  very  anxious  on  her 
account.  Miss  H.  Sumner  has  been  absent  on  a  visit  to  New 
York;  &  has  forwarded  your  journal  to  Mrs.  Colden.  We  all 
feel  very  grateful  to  you  for  permission  to  read  this  interesting 
manuscript,  mother  &  the  girls  were  delighted  &  so  was  our 
good  Aunt  Nabby  &  we  all  said  it  was  just  like  sitting  down 
with  Sister  &  listening  to  the  description  from  her  own  lips  — 
indeed,  dear  Sister,  you  took  us  with  you  wherever  you  went 
&  made  us  acquainted  with  every  body  you  had  seen  so  that 
frequently  since  reading  it  I  have  found  myself  hesitating 
whether  such  &  such  events  actually  came  under  my  own  ob¬ 
servation,  or  whether  I  had  read  them  in  your  journal.  I  am 
so  much  out  of  the  way  of  news  that  would  interest  you  & 
Brother,  that  I  fear  you  will  experience  some  disappointment 
when  you  break  the  seal  &  find  from  whence  this  comes  —  but 
it  bears  with  it  the  love  of  a  whole  family,  as  Mary  will  tell 
you  at  the  close.  Mr.  C —  joins  in  most  affectionate  remem¬ 
brances  to  yourself  N  his  brother  —  who  I  wish  was  here  to 
cheer  him  this  eveg.  — 

your  truly  attached  friend  N  sister 

M.  Codman 

Dear  Aunt 

Mother  has  left  me  but  a  little  corner  of  her  letter  to  write 
to  you.  I  want  to  see  little  Charles  very  much.  I  suppose  he 
will  be  a  complete  little  Frenchman  when  he  comes  back  —  I 
have  been  making  a  visit  to  Cousin  Susan.  Mother  has  taken 
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the  liberty  to  send  her  your  journal,  for  she  was  very  anxious 
to  see  it.  —  I  hope  you  are  spending  your  winter  in  Paris 
rather  more  pleasantly  than  we  are.  We  are  so  blocked  up 
with  snow  that  it  is  almost  impossible  to  get  out;  and  hardly 
any  one  comes  to  cheer  us.  Will  you  give  my  love  to  Uncle  and 
a  kiss  to  little  Charly. 

Your  affectionate  niece 

Mary 

Dr.  Codman  went  to  Europe  again  three  times  between 
1824  and  1845,  visiting  relations  and  friends  in  England  and 
traveling  on  the  Continent.  During  his  last  visit  he  spoke  at 
large  religious  meetings  in  England  and  Scotland  where  he 
met  many  of  the  leading  divines  of  the  time.  Ele  died  in  1847 
and  was  buried  in  the  Codman  family  tomb  on  the  Common 
with  his  father  and  stepmother  and  three  of  his  own  children 
who  had  died  very  young. 

To  realize  what  a  power  in  the  Church  Dr.  Codman  was, 
one  must  have  a  clearer  understanding  of  religious  conditions 
at  this  time,  particularly  in  the  Congregational  Church,  than 
most  of  us  have  today,  but  the  words  of  a  friend  and  con¬ 
temporary  show  in  how  great  honor  he  was  held :  “Well  there- 
•mimscences  by  fore  may  it  be  said  that  the  name  of  John  Codman  belongs 
Joshua  Bates ,  to  the  Ecclesiastical  History  of  New  England  and  deserves 
a  prominent  place  among  the  distinguished  ministers  of  the 
Congregational  Church.  Well  may  all  the  friends  of  the  peace, 
purity  and  order  of  these  Churches  rejoice  and  praise  God 
that  lie  raised  him  up  at  the  appropriate  time,  placed  him  in 
the  most  favorable  situation,  equipped  him  for  the  work,  sus¬ 
tained  him  in  his  severe  trials,  aided  him  in  his  arduous 
labors  and  crowned  his  efforts  with  success.” 
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CHARLES  RUSSELL  CODMAN,  the  second  son  of 
the  Honorable  John  Codman  and  his  wife,  Margaret 
Russell,  was  born  in  Boston  in  17S4  and  was  only 
nineteen  years  old  when  his  father  died.  After  leaving  the 
school  at  Chelmsford  where  he  was  for  some  years,  he  entered 
the  family  counting  house.  He  had  inherited  some  real  estate 
in  Kilby  and  Lincoln  Streets,  and  also  the  estate  in  Lincoln. 
This  he  later  sold  but  it  was  repurchased  many  years  after¬ 
wards  by  his  son,  Ogden. 

Charles  seems  to  have  been  somewhat  more  socially  inclined 
than  his  more  serious-minded  older  brother  and  somewhat 
unwilling  to  settle  down  to  the  routine  of  an  office.  In  1805 
we  find  John  writing  to  his  Uncle  William  in  New  York: 

“I  cannot  but  embrace  this  opportunity  my  dear  Uncle  to 
say  a  few  words  about  my  Brother  Charles  —  ou  know  how 
dear  he  &  his  interests  are  to  me  —  I  understand  he  intends 
returning  to  you  —  I  have  no  doubt  you  will  supply  as  well  as 
is  possible  the  immense  loss  he  has  sustained  in  the  death  of  his 
Father  —  Lead  him  by  the  hand  into  business  for  at  his  age 
he  must  be  inexperienced  &  need  a  tactful  friend  &  director  — 
Pray  advise  him  with  regard  to  his  companions.  He  sometimes 
(has)  an  idea  of  going  to  europe,  &  my  having  gone  before 
him,  I  fear  may  induce  him  to  carry  it  into  execution  —  All 
his  friends  here  are  fully  convinced  of  the  inexpediency  of 
such  a  step  at  present  —  and  I  beg  of  you  to  discourage  it  as 
much  as  possible. 

A  young  man  going  to  Europe  without  an  express  object 
is  in  the  greatest  temptation  —  Let  him  wait  if  he  must  go, 
until  his  business  calls  him  there,  then  he  will  have  an  object 
in  view  &  at  the  same  time  gratify  all  the  curiosity  of  a  traveller 
—  This,  I  wish  you  not  to  show  to  Charles  for  he  is  too  apt  to 
mistake  the  best  intentions  of  those  who  love  him  —  He  must 
be  drawn  gently  without  his  perceiving  it  —  &  he  can  be  led 
into  almost  any  thing.” 
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Charles  finally  did  go  to  Europe  in  1808  and  was  engaged  to 
some  extent  in  mercantile  adventures  there.  He  passed  a  year 
in  Tours  in  the  wine  business,  then  traveled  on  the  continent 
and  in  England,  returning  to  Boston  in  1812,  where  he  took 
up  mercantile  pursuits. 

He  purchased  a  house  at  29  Chestnut  Street,  Boston,  in  1817, 
and  took  much  pains  in  procuring  the  furnishings,  curtains,  etc., 
in  Paris,  sending  most  particular  directions  and  measurements 
to  his  friend,  Mr.  Welles,  who  was  living  over  there,  as  we  find 
from  the  following  letter  copied  into  his  Letter  Book. 


Sam’l  Welles,  Esq. 
Paris 


Boston,  March  5,  1824 


My  dear  Sir 

In  the  right  of  an  old  friend  I  take  the  liberty  to  beg  of  you 
to  execute  a  commission  for  me  in  Paris  by  which  I  hope  to 
profit,  not  only  by  your  own  but  of  the  taste  of  Mrs.  Welles. 

I  am  in  want  of  the  following  articles  of  furniture  for  my 
drawing  room 

2  Window  Curtains 

2  Sofas 

6  Chairs  (Fauteuils)  eight 


The  colors  of  my  carpet  are  Rose  color  and  yellow  and  it  is 
not  very  important  which  of  these  colors  you  select;  I  think 
however  I  should  prefer  the  former. 

If  the  Curtains  and  Chairs  are  Rose  color  the  fringes  and 
lace  and  medallions  for  the  chairs  and  sofas  should  be  of 
yellow  and  vice  versa  —  The  drapery  or  inner  curtain  of 
white  silk. 

By  the  enclosed  Plan  you  will  perceive  that  the  windows  are 
embraced  in  the  circle  —  I  wish  the  curtains  so  constructed  as 
to  connect  with  each  other  at  the  top  and  to  cover  the  top  of 
the  mirror. 
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As  the  Room  is  not  very  high  the  cornice,  if  any,  should  not 
be  heavy —  Mr.  Sears  imported  some  time  ago,  some  curtains 
made  of  satin  and  lined,  which  although  more  expensive  I 
should  prefer  to  silk,  as  I  think  the  latter  has  a  ' mesqmn 
appearance. 

The  space  between  the  Windows  appears  by  the  Plan  to  e 
greater  than  the  windows  themselves,  which  however  is  not 
the  case  — The  space  between  the  windows  is  3  >4  feet  and 
the  windows  are  5  feet  wide  each,  including  the  architrave. 

The  hight  of  the  room  is  1 1  feet  3  inches  and  the  windows 
which  are  to  the  floor  including  the  architrave  10  feet  3  inches, 
english  measure. 

I  wish  you  to  procure  these  articles  to  be  made  for  me  in 
the  best  style  —  rich  but  not  gaudy  —  and  to  ship  them  to 
my  address  here  or  to  the  care  of  Codman,  Allanson  &  Co.,  New 
York,  and  to  draw  on  Mr.  Williams,  13  Finsbury  Square,  Ton- 
don,  for  the  amount,  if  not  exceeding  £200  stg .  for  which  I 
have  provided.  Should  the  articles  in  question  cost  more,  I 

will  pay  the  balance  to  your  friends  here. 

Accept  in  advance,  my  thanks  for  the  trouble  I  am  giving 

you  and  believe  me  very  sincerely 

Yr.  friend 

C.  R.  C. 


Another  letter  in  the  Letter  Book  was  written  to  his  cousin, 
James  Graves  Russell,  who  lived  in  Bristol,  P.ngland.  It  is 
evidently  an  answer  to  one  received  from  Mr.  Russell:  “In  a 
postscript  to  your  letter  you  say  that  you  fear  +Aunt  Mary  s 
pasture  was  sold  too  soon  as  Mr.  Dutton  tells  you  that  it  is  now 
worth  $1000  an  acre,  d  he  land  was  sold  to  Dr.  Wairen. 
(Actually  for  $950  per  acre  —  C.W.)  It  has  since  been  ap¬ 
propriated  by  him  to  the  purpose  of  erecting  a  monument  com¬ 
memorative  to  the  battle  of  Bunker  Hill  —  the  land  adjoin¬ 
ing  has  consequently  risen  in  value  although  real  estate  generally 
in  Charlestown  has  not.” 
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In  1825  he  married  Anne  Macmaster,  of  whom  he  wrote 
the  following  account: 

“Anne  Codman,  my  beloved  wife,  was  born  in  London 
July  1798.  She  was  the  daughter  of  James  Macmaster,  Esq. 
of  London,  and  Anne  Van  Buskirk  of  Sherbourne,  Nova  Scotia. 
Her  Grandmother’s  name  was  Dey,  and  she  was  related 
through  her  to  the  family  of  that  name  in  New  York  —  Her 
parents  died  young,  and  my  dear  Anne  was  left  in  England 
wholly  without  relations,  but  not  without  friends  —  Airs.  Sin¬ 
clair  who  was  with  her  excellent  mother  in  her  last  illness,  and 
Dr.  Ogilvie  and  his  family,  took  every  pains  to  instruct  her 
during  her  residence  with  them,  and  her  principles  and  char¬ 
acter  were  in  a  great  measure  formed  before  she  left  England 
—  Her  Aunt,  Airs.  Alacadam,  upon  hearing  that  her  parents 
were  dead,  sent  for  her  to  come  to  America,  and  at  the  age  of 
ten  years,  she  embarked  for  New  York.  She  resided  in  that 
city  with  her  Aunt,  Airs.  Shaw,  who  was  the  mother  of  Airs. 
Charles  Wilkes  and  Lady  Inglis  Cochrane  and  Airs.  Macadam, 
a  widow  lady  without  children.  (Airs.  Macadam’s  husband 
was  the  Uncle  of  the  famous  Road  Builder.  C.  W. )  Airs. 
Alacadam  treated  her  with  great  kindness,  and  gave  her  ad¬ 
vantages  of  education  of  which  she  so  well  profited.” 

She  was  evidently  a  most  charming  girl  with  many  warm 
friends.  Her  letters,  a  number  of  which  have  been  preserved, 
are  full  of  sprightly  detail  and  affection  and  give  an  intimate 
idea  of  Boston  society  at  this  time  and  of  her  happy  home 
life.  Her  account  of  the  arrival  of  the  Alarquis  Lafayette  in 
New  York  in  1824,  written  to  her  friend,  Airs.  Renwick,  is 
worth  quoting  in  full : 

“  Thank  you  a  thousand  times,  my  dear  friends,  for  your  joint 
epistle,  and  for  the  many  kind  and  amiable  things  therein  ex¬ 
pressed.  I  should  utterly  despair  of  making  a  suitable  return 
for  the  pleasure  it  afforded  me,  had  not  the  arrival  of  the 
Alarquis  La  Fayette  most  fortunately  supplied  me  with  a  sub¬ 
ject;  and  as  I  have  nothing  better,  newer,  or  more  entertain¬ 
ing  to  tell  you,  I  may  as  well  dash  into  my  history  at  once; 
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and  have  provided  myself  with  a  sheet  of  foolscap  for  the  pur¬ 
pose,  which  you  may  think  I  deserve  to  wear  for  my  pains.  On 
Sunday  morning  a  telegraph  announced  the  Cadmus  with  the 
Marquis  on  board.  The  ship  came  through  the  Narrows  about 
one,  saluted  by  a  roar  of  cannon  from  fort  La  Fayette.  All  was 
bustle  and  confusion  in  N.  Y.  every  steam  boat  immediately 
put  in  requisition  and  Hundreds  went  down  to  welcome  the 
long  expected  guest.  The  committee  of  arrangements  con¬ 
ducted  him  to  the  Vice-Presidents  on  Staten  Island  where  every¬ 
thing  was  fully  prepared  to  receive  him  properly,  and  he  was 
informed  of  the  arrangements  for  his  reception  at  the  city  the 
next  day.  He  was  accompanied  by  his  son  and  a  M.  Le  Vasseur. 
We  were  all  in  town  bright  and  early  yesterday  morning,  Mrs. 
Wilkes  and  myself  determined  to  see  the  landing  if  possible, 
while  my  aunts  stationed  themselves  with  a  large  party  of  our 
friends  at  the  house  in  Broadway  to  see  the  procession.  I  rode 
down  in  the  wagon  with  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Wilkes  about  nine 
o’clock  and  at  that  early  hour  we  had  some  difficulty  in  making 
our  way  through  the  crowds  of  carriages,  carts,  infantry  and 
cavalry  with  thousands  of  horse  and  foot  passengers  of  all 
ranks,  sex  and  age  with  joyous  and  eager  faces,  all  streaming 
to  the  same  point  of  observation,  viz.  the  Battery  and  the 
adjacent  shores  to  witness  the  arrival.  After  dismissing  the 
carriage  we  each  took  an  arm  of  Mr.  Wilkes  in  the  hope  of 
obtaining  entrance  into  Castle  Garden,  which  after  infinite 
crowding,  squeezing  and  pushing  we  at  last  effected  at  eleven 
o’clock,  none  dismayed  although  we  were  told  that  5000  per¬ 
sons  had  gained  admittance  before  us.  By  a  little  management 
however  we  got  a  chair  on  the  upper  platform  so  placed  as  to 
command  a  view  of  the  Bay  and  the  countless  myriads  on  the 
Battery  and  just  in  time  to  witness  the  departure  of  the  squad¬ 
ron  of  steam  boats  destined  to  convey  and  escort  the  hero  of 
the  day.  Never  can  I  hope  to  convey  an  adequate  idea  to  you 
of  the  magnificence  and  beauty  of  the  scene.  How  often  I 
wished  for  you  all  by  my  side  it  is  useless  to  tell;  indeed  it  was 
no  great  test  of  friendship  for  I  wanted  the  whole  world  to  see 
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it.  The  sky  was  bright  and  cloudless  but  the  temperature  de¬ 
lightful,  the  air  had  the  exhilirating  freshness  of  October  al¬ 
though  calm  while  the  surrounding  country  was  green  and 
beautiful  as  in  May.  What  a  panorama  presented  itself  from 
our  situation.  Before  us  the  Bay  covered  with  multitudes  of 
little  vessels,  sail  boats,  sloops,  barges,  row  boats,  some  of  them 
gaily  decorated  with  appropriate  Hags,  all  crowded  with  pas¬ 
sengers  and  passing  to  and  fro  in  every  direction,  d  he  pro¬ 
cession  headed  by  the  steam  ship  beautifully  dressed  with  Hags, 
her  yards  manned  with  sailors  in  their  blue  jackets  and  white 
trousers,  and  followed  by  seven  large  boats  all  as  gaily  orna¬ 
mented,  each  with  a  band  of  music  and  Idled  with  passengers, 
was  just  leaving  the  East  River  and  moving  majestically  down 
the  Bay  amid  the  hurras  and  acclamations  of  the  thousands  who 
lined  the  shores.  So  much  for  the  water  prospect.  1  he  troops 
in  their  best  dress  were  drawn  up  in  three  lines  on  the  Battery 
extending  the  whole  length  of  Whitehall  Street  to  the  HagstaH 
—  the  artillery  in  front,  the  Guards  in  the  second  line  and  the 
cavalry  behind.  The  staff  officers  in  groups  on  horseback  near 
the  landing  place  and  occasionally  cantering  backwards  and 
forwards  in  front  of  the  lines.  Every  other  inch  of  ground  in 
the  rear  of  the  troops  and  at  the  two  extremities,  every  window, 
every  roof,  every  tree  in  sight,  was  Idled  with  spectators.  I  he 
effect  was  beautiful.  The  waving  plumes  of  the  soldiers, 
the  glancing  of  their  arms  in  the  sun  and  the  rich  dresses  of 
the  staff  officers,  mingled  with  the  dark  foliage  of  the  trees, 
the  white  dresses  of  the  ladies  and  the  black  mass  of  the 
unmilitary  crowd  was  very  striking  and  amusing.  At  last  the 
guns  announced  the  embarkation  of  the  Marquis  on  board 
the  Chancellor  on  which  was  the  deputation  appointed  to 
receive  him  from  the  Corporation,  and  Cincinnati,  officers  of 
the  highest  rank  in  the  army  and  navy  and  the  Generals  of  the 
Militia  and  some  ladies  and  many  other  private  citizens.  David 
who  acted  Brigadier  General  on  the  occasion  was  very  anxious 
Mr.  Wilkes  should  be  of  the  party  but  he  declined  which  we  re¬ 
gretted —  when  we  heard  he  was  the  first  person  for  whom 
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the  Marquis  enquired.  He  says  (* David)  that  the  meeting 
between  the  Marquis  and  some  of  his  old  companions  in  arms 

#  was  truly  affecting.  Col. 
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Willet,  who  went  dowm,  in 
particular,  they  both  shed 
tears.  The  procession  of 
boats  then  returned  to  the 
city  in  the  following  order, 
if  you  can  understand  my 
plan  —  the  steam  ship 
leading  the  van  as  before 
and  firing  a  salute,  the 
Chancellor  in  the  centre  with  the  Marquis  and  only  display¬ 
ing  the  flag  of  the  U.  S.  and  the  State  of  N.  Y.  flanked  by  the 
Connecticut  and  Oliver  Ellsworth,  and  followed  by  the  Olive 
Brand  and  Legislator  each  beautifully  decorated.  The  ship 
Cadmus  also  dressed  with  flags  from  stem  to  stern  bringing  up 
the  rear,  and  towed  by  the  Nautilus  and  Bellona  not  less  orna¬ 
mented  than  the  rest.  As  they  passed  Governor’s  Island  a  salute 
was  fired  from  the  fort  but  the  most  beautiful  part  of  the  cere¬ 
mony  was  each  steam  boat  in  turn  saluting  the  Chancellor.  The 
Marquis  stood  on  the  cap  of  the  right  wheel,  the  Connecticut 
moved  alongside  and  gave  three  cheers  which  were  answered 
from  the  Chancellor  and  she  retired  her  band  playing.  The 
Marquis  then  moved  to  the  left  side  to  receive  the  same  saluta¬ 
tion  from  the  Oliver  Ellsworth  and  so  on  from  each  in  turn. 
W  hen  they  arrived  opposite  the  Battery  they  formed  a  line 
with  their  heads  lying  up  the  North  River.  The  Chancellor 
then  advanced  from  the  line  amid  the  roars  of  artillery, 
ringing  of  bells,  huzzas  of  the  Multitude,  while  a  superb 
16  oared  barge  came  alongside  and  received  the  Marquis,  his 
suite,  and  (torn)  the  principal  officers  who  accompanied  him. 
The  landing  place  (torn)  (wTas  at)  the  foot  of  Castle  Garden 
the  steps  were  covered  with  carpeting  a  (torn)  (and  sur) 
mounted  by  an  arch  decorated  with  flags.  As  he  stepped  out 

*  David  Colden,  who  married  Fanny  Wilkes. 
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of  the  (torn)  (boat)  ?  he  took  off  his  hat  and  waved  it  to  the 
people.  What  must  have  been  his  feelings.  He  was  then  con¬ 
ducted  into  one  of  the  rooms  of  the  Castle  while  the  rest  of 
the  party  disembarked  from  the  Chancellor  —  but  after  a 
little  while  there  was  a  general  shout  from  the  interior  of  the 
Castle  for  the  Marquis  to  make  his  appearance  below.  When 
the  Guards  had  succeeded  in  clearing  a  space  the  rush  on  the 
upper  platform  was  amusing  —  all  eyes  being  now  directed 
within  the  walls.  At  last  he  made  his  appearance  supported  by 
two  officers  and  followed  by  a  group  of  his  special  train  — 
with  his  hat  in  his  hand  and  walked  backward  and  forward 
several  times  looking  up  and  bowing  to  the  spectators,  amid 
their  reitei ated  huzzas  and  acclamations.  You  can  scarcely 
imagine  a  scene  of  greater  excitement.  He  then  crossed  the 
bridge  with  his  attendants  and  a  beautiful  white  horse  richly 
caparisoned  was  led  up  for  him  to  mount  and  receive  the 
salutes  of  the  line.  He  declined  mounting  and  proceeded  on 
foot  in  front  of  the  line,  surrounded  by  the  staff  officers  all 
uncovered  while  the  soldiers  presented  arms,  and  drums  rolled 
the  banners  were  lowered,  etc.  We  took  this  opportunity 
to  make  the  best  of  our  way  out  of  Castle  Garden  up  the 
back  streets  to  our  own  home  in  time  to  see  the  procession  go 
up  Broadway  And  now  a  new  scene  presented  itself  as  far 
as  the  eye  could  reach  a  solid  mass  of  people  occupied  each 
side  of  the  street  barely  allowing  room  for  the  procession  in 
the  middle.  The  windows  of  all  the  houses  from  top  to  bottom 
and  all  the  balconies  were  crowded  with  ladies.  We  found  our 
house  filled  with  friends  who  had  been  waiting  since  ten  o’clock 
it  was  now  nearly  five.  The  procession,  the  military  part  at 
least,  was  pretty  much  the  same  as  on  the  other  occasions.  The 
Marquis  was  seated  in  an  open  barouche  drawn  by  four  horses. 
As  he  passed  along  the  crowd  threw  up  their  hats  with  loud 
cheers,  the  ladies  waved  their  handkerchiefs  from  the  windows, 
and  he  appeared  greatly  overcome  by  these  testimonies  of 
joy  and  affection.  Ilis  son  with  the  officers  and  committee  of 
arrangements  followed  also  in  open  carriages  to  the  City  Hall 
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—  where  the  Marquis  alighted  and  was  received  by  the  Cin¬ 
cinnati  and  others  and  after  the  troops  had  given  the  march¬ 
ing  salute  he  was  reconducted  to  the  City  Hotel  in  the  same 
form  and  we  all  came  home  gratified  beyond  measure  but  tired 
to  death. 

Thursday,  Au.  20th.  I  had  arrived  thus  far  in  my  history  my 
dear  friends  when  I  was  interrupted  by  *Hamilton  who  came 
in  the  gig  to  bring  me  to  town  to  meet  the  Marquis  at  Mrs. 
Colden’s  on  Tuesday  evening.  You  may  suppose  I  was  not 
long  in  obeying  the  summons  and  from  that  time  to  this  I 
have  not  had  a  moment  to  finish  my  letter,  which  will  now  be 
very  stale ,  as  I  see  the  papers  have  fully  entered  into  all  the 
details  and  I  might  have  spared  myself  the  trouble  of  copying 
their  contents.  However  you  must  take  the  will  for  the  deed 
and  if  you  think  f  Fanny  and  fAnne  will  find  any  amusement  in 
reading  this  letter  at  this  late  hour  you  may  forward  it  to 
them  at  the  Springs  if  you  have  a  good  opportunity.  How 
much  we  regretted  that  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Colden  should  not  have 
arrived  before  Tuesday  morning,  but  Mrs.  C.  is  delighted 
that  hers  is  the  first  and  only  private  house  the  Marquis  has 
yet  been  received  in  and  it  was  his  own  proposal  to  David  to 
come  around  on  Tuesday  evening.  A  very  few  friends  were 
assembled  hastily  to  meet  him.  He  is  very  mild  and  unaffected 

—  plain  in  his  manners  and  appearance,  lame  and  not  good 
looking.  He  talked  a  great  deal  to  me  about  the  Wrights  and 
Garretts  and  regretted  very  much  the  former  had  not  been 
ready  in  time  to  come  with  him.” 

After  a  few  happy  years  in  Boston  their  two  little  girls  died 
within  a  few  weeks  of  each  other,  leaving  their  parents  utterly 
overcome  by  the  suddenness  of  the  tragedy.  Mrs.  Codman  was 
seriously  ill  for  some  time  and  as  soon  as  she  was  well  enough 
they  decided  to  go  abroad  for  a  few  years  to  try  a  complete 

*  Wilkes. 

t  Fanny  Wilkes,  Mrs.  David  Colden  / 

.  .  >  Mrs.  Renwick  s  daughters. 

t  Anne  Wilkes  j 
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change  of  scene.  A  letter  from  London  in  June,  1829,  tells  of 
their  doings  in  England  and  Scotland. 

My  dear  *Harriet, 

I  received  your  kind  letter  a  few  days  ago  and  hasten  to  tell 
you  how  much  pleasure  it  gave  me  and  to  thank  you  for  the 
details,  which  are  so  interesting  at  a  distance.  In  return,  I 
can  only  give  you  a  sketch  of  our  proceedings  for  it  would 
take  a  volume  to  describe  all  we  have  seen  since  we  left  home. 
In  the  first  place  we  went  to  Edinburgh  where  we  spent  a 
fortnight  very  pleasantly,  ou  can  have  no  idea  of  the  beauty 
of  this  romantic  town”  and  the  country  around.  We  felt 
quite  at  home  with  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Jeffrey  and  met  a  great  many 
pleasant  &  distinguished  persons  at  their  house.  We  also  re¬ 
ceived  a  great  deal  of  attention  from  Capt.  &  Mrs.  Hall,  with 
whom  we  dined,  &  I  had  the  honor  of  being  handed  to  dinner 
by  Sir  Jl  alter  Scott  and  sitting  next  to  him.  It  would  be  im¬ 
possible  to  give  you  any  idea  of  his  powers  of  conversation, 
so  full  of  humor  and  anecdote  and  at  the  same  time  he  is  so 
simple  in  his  manners,  so  perfectly  unassuming  and  good 
natui  ed.  We  met  Miss  Cochran  in  Edinburgh,  and  received 
through  her  an  invitation  from  Lord  &  Lady  Dalhousie  to 
\1s1t  them  at  Dalhousie  Castle  which  is  a  beautiful  place  six 
miles  from  town.  They  received  us  very  kindly  and  showed 
us  all  over  their  fine  grounds,  conservatories,  gardens,  &c.  & 
we  had  a  very  agreeable  day.  I  cannot  say  much  for  the  good 
looks  ot  the  Scotch  lassies”  for  I  hardly  saw  a  pretty  face 
and  certainly  not  an  elegant  woman  all  the  time  we  were  in 
Scotland.  They  dress  very  much  as  maids  at  home  &  look 
quite  as  French  Sc  fashionable,  brom  Edinburgh  we  took  a 
tour  in  the  Highlands  which  occupied  us  ten  days  and  was  in 
every  respect  delightful.  Hie  weather  was  as  fine  as  possible, 
the  hawthorn  hedges  just  bursting  into  blossom  &  the  hills 
literally  covered  with  primroses,  cowslips,  daisies,  &  violets. 
We  visited  the  magnificent  seats  of  the  Duke  of  Athol  at 

*  Miss  Harriet  Sumner,  afterwards  Mrs.  Nathan  Appleton. 
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Dunkeld  6c  Blair-Athol  passed  the  Loch  Leven  Lake,  where 
Queen  Mary  was  confined  a  prisoner  &  saw  the  old  Castle  in 
ruins.  We  travelled  all  through  that  part  of  the  country, 
famous  for  the  exploits  of  Rob  Roy,  and  were  rowed  upon 
Lake  Katrine  6c  picked  heath  6c  harebells  from  Ellen  s  Island. 
We  returneci  by  the  way  of  Glasgow  6c  Hamilton  cc  tnen 
directed  our  course  to  the  beautiful  Lakes  in  Cumberland  6c 
Westmoreland,  h  rom  thence  we  came  thro  Manchester  & 
crossed  into  Derbyshire  one  of  the  most  beautiful  counties  in 
England.  We  spent  a  day  at  Matlock  a  celebrated  watering 
place  6c  one  of  the  loveliest  spots  in  England,  went  to  Chats- 
worth,  the  Duke  of  Devonshire’s  seat,  Keddleston  Park  6c 
other  magnificent  residences  6c  then  entered  Warwickshire 
where  we  visited  Warwick  Castle,  Kenilworth,  Leamington, 
Stratford  upon  Avon,  saw  the  tomb  of  Shakespear  K  the  house 
where  he  was  born.  Erom  Birmingham  we  went  to  Hagley  6c 
the  Leasones  6c  at  Birmingham  went  through  one  of  the  great 
manufactories  where  I  had  the  honor  of  making  a  button.  \\  e 
next  visited  Cheltenham  a  gay  and  fashionable  watering  place 
full  of  fine  people  6c  brilliant  equipages  6c  left  it  the  same  day 
for  Oxford.  I  sent  Mrs.  Derby’s  letter  6c  package  with  our 
cards  to  Dr.  6c  Mrs.  Barnes,  who  called  immediately  6c  invited 
us  to  dine.  We  were  not  at  home  when  they  called  and  declined 
their  invitation  as  we  were  just  setting  off  for  Blenheim,  but 
promised  in  our  note  to  pay  them  a  visit  in  the  evening,  which 
we  did  accordingly  6c  were  received  with  the  greatest  kindness 
6c  cordiality.  Dr.  Barnes  is  one  of  the  finest  looking  men  I 
have  ever  seen,  with  excellent  manners,  6c  a  delightful  counte¬ 
nance  6c  Mrs.  Barnes  was  very  kind  6c  appears  perfectly  amiable 
6c  goodnatured.  We  saw  two  of  the  young  ladies,  Phillippa, 
and  another  whose  name  I  do  not  recollect,  very  pleasing  girls. 
They  all  spoke  of  your  Aunt  with  great  interest  k  affection  6c 
took  us  down  stairs  to  show  us  her  picture  which  is  surprisingly 
like,  considering  the  hair  is  of  a  totally  different  color.  We 
were  very  sorry  that  we  could  not  make  a  longer  stay  in  Oxford 
as  I  am  sure  we  should  have  derived  much  pleasure  from  the 
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acquaintance  of  Dr.  Barnes’  family.  Oxford  is  a  beautiful 
place  &  we  saw  much  to  tempt  us  to  remain  had  we  not  felt 
ourselves  pressed  for  time.  We  passed  some  days  with  Mr. 
Codman’s  relations  in  Clifton  with  whom  I  was  very  much 
pleased  &  passing  through  Bristol,  Bath,  Salisbury  &  Win¬ 
chester  arrived  in  London  about  ten  days  ago.  We  stopped  at 
Windsor  to  see  the  Castle,  and  hearing  the  King*  was  to  be 
present  at  the  Ascot  Races,  with  a  great  many  of  the  nobility 
we  were  tempted  to  drive  over  to  the  Race  Ground  which  is 
a  few  miles  from  Windsor.  We  got  an  excellent  situation  op¬ 
posite  the  King’s  stand  and  saw  him  very  distinctly.  He  looks 
old  &  is  quite  lame  with  the  Gout,  but  is  very  much  made  up  & 
beauish  in  his  appearance.  It  was  a  pretty  sight  to  see  him 
come  upon  the  race  course  in  a  splendid  carriage  &  four  with 
postillions  &  footmen  in  scarlet  &  gold  liveries  &  followed  by 
five  or  six  carriages  in  the  same  style  containing  the  different 
officers  of  his  suite.  But  my  dear  Harriet  my  eyes  have  been 
so  dazzled  with  splendor  &  magnificence  of  every  description 
since  our  arrival  in  London  that  I  know  not  where  to  begin 
&  what  to  speak  of  first.  We  have  seen  almost  all  the  Lions 
excepting  the  Tunnel  where  we  intend  going  next  week  &  of 
which  I  will  write  a  particular  account  when  I  have  seen  it. 
I  have  not  of  course  been  to  any  public  places,  nor  accepted  of 
any  invitations  to  parties.  I  found  my  old  friends  all  well  & 
had  a  most  happy  meeting  with  them.  My  old  favorite  Col. 
Dawson  has  been  particularly  kind  &  attentive  to  us.  He  has 
just  inherited  a  large  fortune  &  changed  his  name  to  Darner 
&  is  living  in  great  style  &  in  the  very  heighth  of  fashion.  He 
insisted  upon  our  dining  with  him  though  I  told  him  we  did  not 
go  to  parties,  but  he  said  we  must  come  en  famille  &  there 
should  only  be  two  or  three  persons  invited  to  meet  us.  We 
went  accordingly  &  spent  a  delightful  day.  He  is  ten  times 
more  fascinating  &  agreeable  in  his  own  house  than  I  ever 
thought  him  in  America  &  his  wife  is  a  sweet  unaffected  crea¬ 
ture,  full  of  spirits  &  so  easy  &  goodnatured.  She  reminds  us 

*  William  IV. 
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a  little  of  Miss  Winthrop  but  is  handsomer,  very  tall  &  an 
elegant  figure.  We  had  a  party  of  eight  to  dine,  a  round  table 
&  a  most  recherche  &  elegant  dinner.  The  company  consisted 
of  Mrs.  Fitzherbert,  a  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Jorningham,  Lord  Arthur 
Hill,  aid  to  the  D.  of  Wellington,  Col.  Fitzclarence  &  a  Count 
Sans  Toy,  a  near  relative  of  the  king  of  Denmark.  The  dinner 
passed  off  very  well  with  a  great  deal  of  wit  &  laughing  on  the 
part  of  the  gentlemen  &  in  the  evening  we  had  music  from  Col. 
Darner  &  a  beautiful  girl  of  14  who  came  in  afterwards.  It 
was  as  easy  &  sociable  as  possible  tk  about  11  o’clock  just  as 
we  were  coming  away  in  walked  the  Duke  of  Grafton  &  the 
two  Ladies  Fitzroy,  Lady  Clarendon,  Lady  Glengall,  Lord 
Chesterfield,  the  Duchess  de  layla  &  half  a  dozen  more  titled 
personages  who  appeared  to  have  dropped  in  without  invita¬ 
tion  from  the  manner  in  which  they  were  received.  There  is 
certainly  less  formal  ceremony  among  these  very  high  people 
than  any  others  we  have  seen.  I  hey  talk  &  laugh  with  you 
without  waiting  to  be  introduced  &  are  ten  times  more  sociable 
than  their  inferiors.  Col.  Darner  has  been  to  see  us  constantly 
&  has  taken  us  to  see  the  new  Palace,  the  club  rooms,  &c.  &c. 
He  has  two  little  girls,  but  he  would  not  let  them  be  brought 
in  the  day  we  were  there,  in  short  he  has  been  perfectly  kind 
and  considerate.” 

In  the  journal  of  Sir  Walter  Scott  there  is  an  entry  on  May 
22,  1829,  which  also  refers  to  the  dinner  party  of  Captain  Hall. 
“I  was  detained  long  in  the  Court,  though  Ham.  had  returned 
to  his  labour.  We  dined  with  Captain  Basil  Hall,  and  met  a 
Mr.  Codman,  or  some  such  name,  with  his  lady  from  Boston. 
The  last  a  pleasant  and  well-mannered  woman,  the  husband 
Bostonian  enough.  We  had  Sir  William  Arbuthnot,  besides, 
and  his  lady.” 

They  crossed  to  France  in  the  early  autumn  and  settled  down 
in  Paris  where  their  son,  Charles  Russell  Codman,  was  born 
October  28,  1829. 

A  letter  to  Mr.  Codman  from  his  friend,  Mr.  David  Sears, 
gives  a  picture  of  affairs  in  Boston  during  their  absence. 
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“Paris  they  tell  us  has  a  gloomy  appearance,  and  that  mens 
minds  are  too  much  excited,  and  agitated  by  weighty  matters 
to  indulge  in  pleasure  or  amusement.  Boston  on  the  contrary 
now  wears  a  cheerful  face,  and  every  thing  looks  prosperous. 
—  Real  Estate  is  increasing  in  value,  and  rents  are  rising. 
Commerce  has  no  reason  to  complain,  and  Manufacturers  are 
rapidly  recovering  the  severe  blow  they  received  the  last  winter. 
I  believe  you  are  not  quite  of  our  side  on  the  question  of  Tarift 
and  Internal  Improvement  but  I  think  on  further  examination 
of  them  you  will  join  us.  — 

\  our  stores  in  Kilby  Street  are  becoming  the  very  focus  for 
the  sale  of  domestic  goods,  and  their  value  will  increase.  — 
Within  the  last  six  months  more  than  three  millions  of  dollars 
of  these  goods  were  sold  in  the  Square.  —  All  our  warehouses 
are  occupied  and  as  leases  fall  in,  they  are  renewed  at  from 
20  to  25  pr  ct  advance.  — 

Your  House  in  Chestnut  Street  looks  neat,  and  in  good 
order,  but  we  pass  it  with  a  melancholy  feeling,  and  the  closed 
windows  and  the  shut  gate  plainly  remind  us  that  its  master  is 
away.  Mrs.  Codman  is  much  talked  of,  and  her  journal,  or 
parts,  or  extracts,  I  know  not  which,  for  we  have  never  been 
able  to  get  a  sight  of,  or  learn  particulars,  is  much  admired.  — 
I  assure  you  both  Mrs.  Codman  and  yourself  have  warm 
friends  here,  and  your  return  will  be  hailed  with  much 
pleasure. — 

Your  neighbours  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Derby  have  gone  to  New 
Orleans  to  get  rid  of  the  winter.  —  But  I  think  it  can  hardly 
be  more  pleasant  there  than  here,  —  we  have  positively  had 
no  cold  days  as  yet,  —  the  weather  is  like  October  in  Paris, 
and  the  grass  from  my  window  looks  as  green  as  Spring. 
B.  Welles  met  me  the  other  day  in  the  street,  and  we  involun¬ 
tarily  stopped  and  congratulated  each  other  on  the  favourable 
change  in  our  climate.” 

The  friendship  with  General  Lafayette  was  renewed,  and 
in  June  they  visited  him  at  LaGrange.  Of  this,  Mrs.  Codman 
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writes  in  a  letter  to  Mrs.  DeRham,  who  had  been  in  Paris  that 
winter. 

“Now  I  will  tell  you  what  we  have  been  doing.  We  had  re¬ 
ceived  so  many  pressing  invitations  from  Genl.  LaFayette  to 
come  to  LaGrange  that  we  really  could  not  avoid  going, 
though  I  confess  we  considered  it  somewhat  of  a  duty  rather 
than  a  pleasure  but  we  have  returned  with  very  different  ideas 
and  are  delighted  with  our  visit.  It  is  impossible  to  say  too 
much  of  the  kindness  &  cordiality  with  which  we  were  received 
by  the  whole  family,  and  here  it  is  that  they  appear  to  the  great¬ 
est  advantage.  I  he  old  General  lives  with  the  hospitality  of 
a  Prince  but  without  the  slightest  ostentation  or  show  of  any 
kind.  Notwithstanding  the  weather  was  as  bad  as  possible 
we  went  all  over  his  fine  farm  in  which  he  takes  great  pride 
&  delight.  It  is  on  a  grand  scale  and  is  conducted  with  the 
utmost  method  &  arrangement.  Nothing  is  overlooked  which 
can  contribute  to  the  comfort  &  happiness  of  man  &  beast,  and 
the  benevolent  disposition  of  the  owner  is  manifested  even  in 
the  construction  of  a  pig-stye!  He  reminds  one  of  a  Patriarch 
in  the  Bible  in  the  midst  of  his  flocks  and  herds,  &  surrounded 
with  his  children  &  grandchildren,  &  the  comparison  may  be 
carried  still  farther,  ‘for  he  provideth  for  the  stranger  and 
the  fatherless,  &  the  poor  man  is  never  sent  empty  away.’ 
All  his  family  partake  of  his  benevolent  spirit,  &  it  (is)  im¬ 
possible  to  witness  a  more  beautiful  family  picture  when  as¬ 
sembled  together.” 

In  the  summer  of  1830,  Charles  Codman  and  his  wife  left 
Paris,  taking  with  them  their  young  son,  then  eight  months 
old,  and  his  hrench  nurse  and  travelled  through  France, 
h landers,  Holland,  and  down  the  Rhine,  then  back  to  Paris 
for  another  interesting  winter  with  a  good  deal  of  society,  both 
French  and  English.  In  spite  of  the  troubled  state  of  political 
affairs  in  Paris,  social  life  must  have  been  very  brilliant  and 
one  more  letter  from  Anne  Codman  to  her  cousins  in  New 
York  describes  a  magnificent  occasion. 

[45] 


The  Codmans  of  Charlestown  and  Boston  i  1637-1929 


“What  do  you  think  of  our  having  been  presented  at  Court 
&  introduced  to  their  majesties  &  the  Duke  of  Orleans  &  the 
Duke  of  Nemours  &  the  Princesses?  and  we  have  since  been 
at  a  magnificent  Ball  at  the  Palace  which  it  would  take  another 
page  to  describe  so  I  shall  merely  tell  you  that  it  was  very 
princely  &  splendid.  There  were  more  than  2000  persons  pres¬ 
ent,  all  the  Ambassadors  k  their  suites  in  the  full  dress  cos¬ 
tumes  of  their  countries,  Greek,  Turkish,  Persian,  Austrian 
&c.  &c.,  the  Marshals  of  France  in  their  splendid  uniforms 
and  almost  all  the  Gentlemen  in  uniforms  or  court  dress. 
It  was  a  most  brilliant  spectacle,  the  magnificence  of  the 
apartments,  the  splendour  &  beauty  of  the  dresses,  the  pro¬ 
fusion  of  diamonds  k  jewels,  the  quantity  of  attendants  in 
their  rich  liveries,  the  pictures,  the  statues,  the  lights,  the 
music,  added  to  the  actual  presence  of  royalty,  all  seemed 
like  a  scene  of  enchantment  in  a  fairy  tale.  Most  of  the  Ameri¬ 
cans  in  Paris  took  the  same  opportunity  of  being  presented  & 
were  of  course  invited  to  the  Ball.  Nothing  could  be  more 
gracious  k  affable  than  our  reception  k  the  King  k  Queen 
express  themselves  with  particular  favor  towards  the  Ameri¬ 
cans.  The  presentation  took  place  on  Thursday  k  on  the  fol¬ 
lowing  Saturday  we  were  invited  to  the  Ball.  I  thought  it  a 
pity  to  miss  this  occasion  of  witnessing  a  splendid  fete  which 
might  probably  never  happen  again,  so  in  spite  of  appearances 
I  determined  to  go  k  with  Victorine’s  assistance  contrived  to 
look  quite  presentable.  I  know  you  will  have  a  little  female 
curiosity  to  know  how  I  was  dressed  &  I  shall  gratify  it  by 
telling  you  that  I  wore  a  rose  colored  uncut  velvet,  trimmed 
with  a  very  deep  falling  blonde  over  the  neck  k  sleeves  k  my 
hair  was  beautifully  dressed  with  pink  feathers  and  cameos, 
which  with  the  rest  of  my  cameo  ornaments  was  I  assure  you 
a  very  distingue  costume  even  in  Paris.  My  dear  spouse  looked 
extremely  well  k  gentleman-like  in  a  full  suit  of  black  with  gold 
buckles  at  his  knees  k  shoes  and  a  chapeau  hat.  I  forgot  to 
say  that  there  was  a  supper  laid  in  three  large  salons  to  which 
all  the  ladies  sat  down  upwards  of  a  thousand  so  you  can 
imagine  what  a  brilliant  coup  dfceuil.n 
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All  too  soon  sorrow  came  again  into  the  family.  Within  a 
few  weeks  after  this  brilliant  Ball  and  five  days  after  the  birth 
of  her  son,  James  Macmaster,  his  mother  died.  It  was  all  the 
more  sad  because  she  had  seemed  so  well  and  they  were  look¬ 
ing  forward  with  such  joy  to  coming  back  to  Boston  with  their 
sons.  She  was  buried  in  the  Cemetery  of  Pere  La  Chaise 
and  over  her  grave  there  stands  a  marble  column  surmounted 
with  an  urn  and  enclosed  with  an  iron  railing  and  upon  the 
column  are  engraved  these  words: 

Sacked  to  the  Memory 
of 

Anne  Codman 

Wife  of  Charles  Russell  Codman 
of  Boston  United  States  of  America 
Born  in  London  July  23,  1798 
Died  in  Paris  April  22,  1831 

She  opened  her  moutli  with  wisdom 
And  in  her  tongue  was  the  law  of  kindness 

Prov.  XXXI  :2 6 

There  is  in  the  family  this  letter  from  General  Lafayette 
expressing  his  grief  and  sympathy  at  this  time. 

“  My  dear  Sir  : 

it  is  impossible  for  me  to  express  the  effect  your  so  melan¬ 
choly  and  unexpected  note  had  upon  us.  to  hear  suddenly  that 
our  amiable  friend  was  no  more,  that  it  was  even  too  late  for 
me  to  pay  her  the  last  tribute  of  affection  overwhelmed  us  with 
dismal  surprise  and  profound  grief.  It  was  only  last  evening 
that  the  lamentable  information  has  reached  La  Grange.  I 
sympathize  most  deeply  with  you,  for  I  know  what  loss  you 
have  made,  the  part  of  the  family  now  with  me  share  in  your 
and  my  own  affliction,  they  were  all  tenderly  attached  to  her. 

most  affectionately  and  mournfully 
your  sincere  friend 

Lafayette. 

Monday,  April  21,  1831.” 
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As  soon  as  the  baby  was  old  enough,  Mr.  Codman  with  his 
two  children  and  two  French  nurses  returned  to  Boston  after 
a  trying  voyage. 

To  Mr.  James  Russell  in  England  he  wrote: 

“We  had  a  passage  of  forty  days  to  New  Y ork  —  As  both 
the  nurses  were  extremely  ill  the  first  ten  days,  the  care  of  the 
children  fell  principally  upon  myself  and  we  succeeded  at  last 
in  feeding  the  youngest  who  did  not  much  relish  the  change  of 
diet  —  I  passed  some  time  with  my  friends  in  New  1  ork 
where  my  little  boys  were  baptized  —  The  eldest  is  called 
Charles  Russell  and  his  little  brother  James  Macmaster,  which 
was  the  name  of  his  grandfather  and  as  Charles  and  James  are 
family  names  you  will  not  take  the  less  interest  in  them  —  If 
you  will  believe  their  father,  I  can  assure  you  they  are  very 
promising  children  and  I  trust  they  will  not  disgrace  the  names 
they  bear.” 

While  still  in  Paris  he  received  the  following  letter  from 
his  brother  John,  full  of  sympathy,  though  written  in  the 
peculiar  style  of  the  time. 


My  dear  afflicted  Brother  — 

The  heart  rending  intelligence  of  your  irreparable  loss  has 
just  reached  us,  —  &  overwhelmed  us  with  grief.  I  know  not 
what  to  say  to  you  by  way  of  consolation.  The  Lord  God  om¬ 
nipotent  reigneth!  &  doeth  all  things  well!  It  is  indeed  a  dark 
mysterious  dispensation  of  Providence  but,  I  doubt  not,  it 
is  sent  in  infinite  mercy.  ^  ou  have  lost  one  of  the  best  of  zci-i'es, 
—  admirably  suited  to  you,  —  every  thing  that  you  could 
desire  in  devotedness  &  affection.  I  rejoice  with  you  in  her 
calmness  &  resignation  in  the  trying  hour.  I  cannot  but  think 
of  the  similarity  of  your  situation  to  that  of  our  beloved  father, 
when  deprived  of  an  excellent  wife,  &  left  with  his  two 
little  boys. 

That  event,  my  dear  Brother,  was,  we  have  reason  to  think, 
the  means  in  the  hands  of  God  of  his  publicly  embracing  the 
Christian  faith,  for  it  was  soon  after  it  took  place,  that  he  con- 
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nected  himself  with  the  church  in  Brattle  St.  under  Dr.  Thacher. 
Prmt  me  to  say,  dear  Brother,  that  you  have  had  loud  &  re¬ 
peated  calls  to  prepare  to  meet  your  God.  I  have  no  reason 
to  think  that  you  are  without  serious  £c  deep  impressions  of 
the  supreme  importance  of  religion  —  but  I  cannot  but  feel 
desirous,  that  you  should  think  of  the  duty  of  confessing 
Christ  before  men.  Your  dear  children,  as  they  grow  up 
(&  may  God  spare  them  to  you  for  many  years,)  will  look  up 
to  their  surviving  parent  for  cliristian  example.  Let  me  entreat 
you,  my  dearest  brother,  to  weigh  well  this  subject  —  to  re¬ 
peruse  JFilber  force’ s  view  of  XY ,  which  I  think  well  adapted 
to  the  character  of  your  mind.  If  you  can  find  a  copy  of  Richard 
Cecil’s  works  in  Paris  I  think  you  will  find  them  interesting  & 
instructive,  especially  his  u Friendly  visit  to  the  Ch  House  — ” 
but  I  will  say  no  more,  but  commend  you  to  God,  with  my 
earnest  prayer  for  the  sanctification  of  your  repeated  &  severe 
afflictions  —  My  wife  feels  deeply  for  you  &  the  little  ones  — 
She  was  a  most  attached  friend  of  your  wife’s.  We  were 
called  to  part  with  our  dear  little  Anna  Catherine  in  March 
last  aged  4  months.  She  was  a  lovely  &  interesting  child  —  We 
deposited  her  in  the  family  vault  by  the  side  of  her  dear 
Cousins,  to  rest,  together,  till  the  resurrection  morning.  I  have 
much  to  say  but  will  not  detain  this,  but  write  again  very  soon. 
In  the  mean  time  believe  me  to  be 

Yr  Sympathizing  Brother 

J.  Codman 


This  seems  to  have  borne  fruit  for  he  became  a  member  of 
old  Trinity  Church  and  was  for  many  years  Senior  Warden. 

In  1836,  Charles  Russell  Codman  married  Sarah  Ogden  of 
New  York.  She  was  a  friend  of  the  Daniel  Websters  and  while 
visiting  them  met  her  future  husband. 

Again  his  wife  writes  charming  letters  and  the  account  of 
her  coming  to  Boston  as  a  bride  is  naive  and  delightful. 
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Boston,  May  26,  1836. 

Friday  morning. 

I  believe  I  promised,  dear  *Sarah,  that  my  first  letter  should 
be  addressed  to  you,  and  though  I  fear  you  will  think  it  has 
been  rather  tardy  in  making  its  appearance,  I  hope  you  have 
been  able  to  make  some  excuse  for  my  delinquency. 

I  have  indeed  thought  of  you  very  often  since  my  arrival 
in  my  delightful  new  home,  each  day  I  have  intended  writing 
and  my  heart  has  seemed  to  dictate  some  grateful  acknowledge¬ 
ment  to  your  dear  mother  for  her  sincere  and  affectionate 
interest  expressed  for  me  always,  but  more  particularly  at  a 
time  when  the  sympathy  and  affection  of  one’s  nearest  friends 
is  so  acceptable  but  words  seem  to  be  wanting  to  express  all  I 
felt  toward  her,  and  my  dear  Uncle,  on  this  occasion,  and  1  must 
trust  to  her  believing  that,  though  silent,  I  am  not  insensible, 
and  that  my  heart  will  ever  cherish  with  grateful  remembrance 
the  Obligations  I  feel  under  for  her  many  kindnesses. 

I  did  not  feel  sufficiently  at  my  ease  the  first  day  or  two  to 
sit  down  composedly  to  write  particularly  as  my  husband  gave 
me  the  pleasure  of  his  company  all  the  morning,  and  it  seemed 
to  require  some  little  exertion  to  write  before  him.  Now  I 
begin  to  feel  more  at  home  and  though  I  left  the  dinner  table 
to  commence  a  letter  whilst  he  chatted  to  his  brother  I  find 
my  pen  runs  on  as  quickly  since  he  has  joined  me  in  the  library, 
indeed  he  is  rather  glad  to  see  it  again  in  use  for  he  expressed 
some  little  astonishment  last  evening  that  I  had  not  yet  written 
to  one  of  the  many  friends  I  had  left  behind. 

But  now  I  must  begin  at  the  beginning  and  tell  you  of  my 
arrival  and  all  I  have  been  doing  since;  how  like  a  cat  in  a 
strange  garret  I  have  felt  and  how  much  reason  I  have  to 
feel  grateful  and  happy  that  such  is  my  lot.  In  consequence  of 
a  fog  Monday  evening  we  did  not  reach  Providence  until 
eleven  instead  of  seven,  the  usual  hour.  We  ladies  all  suffered 
from  seasickness  and  though  I  managed  to  make  my  appear¬ 
ance  at  the  breakfast  table  for  a  little  while,  I  left  it  without 
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touching  a  morsel  and  consequently  felt  neither  very  bright 
noi  very  strong  when  I  reached  Boston.  Mr.  Codman’s  servant 
was  waiting  for  us  with  a  carriage  and  in  a  few  minutes,  with 
bag  and  baggage  we  were  safely  landed  in  Chestnut  Street; 
all  things  wei  e  in  readiness  for  our  reception,  the  children  were 
playing  about  the  door,  Mademoiselle  Young,  a  bright  little 
body  usheied  us  in,  and  after  looking  about  a  little  I  took  pos¬ 
session  of  my  new  room  to  make  my  toilette  for  dinner.  My 
keys  I  resigned  to  Young  who  seemed  quite  an  fait  with  the 
business.  Indeed  I  felt  very  glad  to  be  relieved  from  the  very 
unpleasant  occupation  of  arranging  my  clothes  or  prying  into 
this  drawer  or  that  closet  to  see  which  had  been  left  vacant 
foi  my  use.  All  this  however  I  did  not  entirely  escape  for  she 
very  properly  I  suppose  did  not  presume  to  arrange  them  en¬ 
tirely  and  when  I  retired  at  night  every  table,  chair  and  place 
seemed  filled,  but  there  they  remained  until  next  day  when  I 
summoned  courage  and  found  amusement  in  putting  them  in 
order.  I  he  awkwardness  soon  wore  off  and  today  I  begin  to 
feel  more  like  the  mistress  of  the  establishment.  I  he  weather 


has  been  very  unpleasant  since  we  have  been  here  so  that  I 
could  not  have  gone  out  if  I  had  wished  to  and  we  are  so 
quietly  situated  in  this  part  of  the  town  that  I  am  constantly 
fancying  myself  in  the  country.  The  library  which  adjoins  my 
room  (and  where  we  are  glad  to  retreat  to  enjoy  the  comfort 
of  a  hre)  is  completely  shielded  by  trees.  1  he  window  opens 
upon  a  pretty  grass  plot  and  we  have  the  benefit  of  the  trees 
in  Mi.  Dei  by  s  yard  as  well  as  our  own.  hew  persons  have 
been  to  see  us  before  today  for  our  late  arrival  on  Tuesday 
induced  them  to  believe  that  we  had  delayed  our  departure 
from  New  \  ork.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Paige  were  among  the  first 
and  Mrs.  Welles,  Mr.  C  s  cousin,  who  has  also  been  kind 
enough  to  sit  with  me  this  morning.  The  day  however  has 
been  so  disagreeable  that  few  persons  have  ventured  out  and 
as  they  had  the  chance  of  a  better  day  elect  wisely,  in  my 
opinion,  to  wait.  The  only  thing  I  have  yet  done  toward  house¬ 
keeping  was  to  arrange  the  table  and  after  this  I  began  to 
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freshen  the  rooms  a  little.  The  first  thing  I  ordered  was 
flowers  from  market  which  I  amused  myself  by  arranging 
in  some  beautiful  but  old  fashioned  seve  china  vases  I  am  not 
sure  the  spelling  is  correct  but  you  must  be  guided  moie  by  the 
sound  than  by  the  letters.  My  brother  Frank  also  spent  the 
morning  with  us  and  my  cousin  John  Codman  dined  with  us 
and  my  little  boys  are  now  romping  about  me  with  their  papa. 
He  very  considerately  offered  to  send  them  out  but  I  like  a  good 
mama  insisted  they  did  not  disturb  me.  ^  ou  cannot  think  how 
oddly  Mrs.  Codman  sounds  to  me  from  a  stranger.  I  thought 
I  had  become  accustomed  to  the  name  in  N.  Y.  but  theie  it 
seemed  more  a  quiz  from  my  relations,  but  really  on  board  the 
S.  B.  it  startled  me  when  so  addressed  by  a  gentleman  at  break¬ 
fast  and  here  too  when  I  hear  the  little  boys  told  that  their 
mama  wants  them.  Yesterday  I  ventured  into  the  kitchen  for 
the  first  time  and  there  I  found  a  very  nice  respectable  woman 
and  a  very  neat  clean  looking  kitchen.  The  cook  was  making  a 
pudding  bag  (now  do  not  say  I  am  not  particular  enough)  so  I 
took  a  seat  in  a  rocking  chair  before  a  wood  fire  which  reminded 
me  of  home  and  sat  there  some  ten  minutes  very  comfortably, 
undignified  as  it  may  appear.  The  servants  of  which  there  are 
three,  are  excellent  and  I  hope  as  they  have  been  living  here 
several  years  will  remain  with  us  many  more.  My  panti  ies  and 
closets  I  have  not  yet  explored  nor  have  1  yet  made  myself 
useful  by  ordering  dinner.  Mr.  C.  leaves  me  each  morning 
and  silly  enough  did  I  feel  the  first  day  when  the  servant  came 
for  orders  to  go  to  market  and  he  turned  to  me  “My  dear, 
will  you  give  your  order?”  1  turned  too  but  it  was  to  make 

my  escape.  .  .  , 

When  our  meals  are  ready  I  go  to  them  as  any  visitor  would 

do,  not  knowing  what  we  are  to  have  or  anything  about  them, 
but  of  one  thing  I  am  very  sure,  that  the  servants  know  much 
better  than  the  mistress  what  the  master  likes,  and  every  thing 
seems  so  well  regulated  that  it  requires  no  interference  of 
mine.  This  is  to  continue  only  till  the  1st  June  when  I  am  to 
take  command,  but  I  dare  say  it  will  come  very  easy  by  that  time. 
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Mrs.  Welles  is  to  give  us  a  party  next  Thursday  evening. 
The  wife  of  Mr.  Ben  Welles  whom  your  father  knows.  She  was 
Susan  Codman  whom  you  knew  formerly  and  a  person  in 
whose  society  I  am  sure  I  shall  have  much  enjoyment.  She 
lives  opposite  to  us  here  and  they  have  already  spoken  of  some 
pleasant  little  whist  parties  for  next  wrinter. 

I  write  by  my  cousin  John  Codman  who  goes  to  N.  \  .  to¬ 
morrow  and  he  has  promised  to  bring  back  the  things  which 
I  left  behind,  very  stupidly  however  I  forgot  to  inquire  where 
he  would  stay  in  N.  Y.  so  that  I  cannot  inform  the  girls  where 
they  are  to  be  sent.  Mr.  C.  thinks  he  will  be  with  his  brother 
Wm.  at  179  Grand  St.  You  must  let  the  girls  have  the  benefit 
of  this  for  I  shall  not  be  able  to  write  them  this  week.  \  ou 
must  also  read  it  to  your  Mother  for  whom  it  is  partly  intended 
for  I  cannot  help  thinking  she  will  still  feel  interested  to  hear 
of  my  welldoing  and  of  some  of  my  movements  since  I  parted 
from  her.  But  dear  Sarah  remember  my  dislike  of  showing 
letters  —  do  not  leave  them  about  for  the  gentlemen  to  get 
hold  of. 

And  now  dear  Coz,  adieu.  My  husband  says  I  never  wrote 
such  letters  to  him  and  little  Jimmie  has  just  whispered  to  his 
father  “My  mother  has  filled  one  sheet  of  paper  quite  full”  so 
that  I  believe  if  my  paper  was  not  full  and  it  was  not  yet  dark 
I  should  be  obliged  to  conclude,  not  however  before  I  desire 
much  love  to  Cousin  L.  P.  and  the  kind  remembrances  of  my 
husband  to  yourself.  I  shall  expect  to  hear  from  you  very  soon 
and  in  the  meantime  and  ever,  be  assured  of  the  sincere  affec¬ 
tion  of 

Your  friend  and  Coz 

Sarah  Codman. 

The  house  in  Chestnut  Street  was  noted  for  its  elegant  ap¬ 
pointments,  furniture,  library  and  pictures,  many  of  which 
were  from  his  Uncle  Richard’s  purchases  in  Paris  after  the 
French  Revolution.  Here  the  years  passed  rather  quietly. 
Four  more  children  were  born.  In  1S44,  two  months  after  the 
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death  of  her  youngest  baby,  a  boy  who  lived  only  a  mont  , 
Sarah  Codman  died.  Her  husband  survived  her  eight  years. 

His  son  James  wrote  of  him  that  he  was  “a  gentleman  o  t  le 
old  school,  of  polished  and  courteous  manners  and  of  a  refined 

and  cultivated  taste.”  .  .  ,  v  f 

Another  brother,  Francis,  went  to  St.  Louis  in  early  life 

and  was  engaged  in  the  fur  trade  with  the  American  Fur 
Company.  He  returned  to  Boston  in  1825,  driving  his  own 
horses  across  the  country  before  the  days  of  rereads, 
spent  the  remainder  of  his  life  in  Boston,  a  bachelor  deeply 
interested  in  his  books  and  pictures  like  all  the  rest :  of 
family.  He  inherited  some  of  the  pictures  his  Uncle  Richard 
had  bought  in  Paris  and  to  these  he  added  several  others,  all 

of  which  he  left  to  his  nephew  James. 

He  was  a  thorough  sportsman,  fond  of  horses,  a  gooc 
and  an  expert  salmon  fisherman  in  the  days  when  there  were 
very  few  of  them  in  Boston.  He  was  one  of  the  founders  of 

After  the  death  of  his  brother  Charles,  he  lived  for  a  few 
years  in  the  house  at  29  Chestnut  Street,  as  he  was  appointed 
Guardian  of  the  younger  children.  He  died  at  Nahant  ,n 
i8;q,  much  lamented. 


With  these  memorials  of  some  of  the  descendants  of  the 
Robert  Codman  who  arrived  in  Salem  in  1637,  this  sketch  of 
,|,e  Codmans  of  Charlestown  and  Boston  comes  to  an  end. 
Many  of  their  children  and  children’s  children  have  earned  on 
nobly  the  family  traditions  of  service  and  love  of  a  1  thing, 
beautiful,  but  it  has  seemed  wise  not  to  include  in  this  book 
any  account  of  the  last  three  generations,  though  their  names 
are  all  recorded  on  the  bamily  I  ree. 


GENEALOGY 


GENEALOGY 


The  number  in  parenthesis  after  each  name  refers  to  the  same  number 
on  the  accompanying  chart  of  the  Codman  dree. 


i.  ROBERT  CODMAN  (i)  arrived  in  Salem  in  1637.  He  died  at 
Ed  gar  town,  Martha’s  Vineyard,  in  1678. 

Children : 

I.  Joseph,  Rapt.  Salem  1641.  D.  1678.  (2) 

II.  James,  Bapt.  Salisbury  Apr.  15,  1644.  (3) 

III.  Hephzibah,  B.  1657.  M.  at  Martha’s  Vineyard,  about 

1679,  Nathan  Skiffe  of  that  place.  D.  July  19, 
1696.  (4) 

Children:  (surname  Skiffe)  born  at  Martha’s  Vine¬ 
yard. 

1.  fames,  Bapt.  March  10,  1689.  M.  Lydia  Smith, 

1717.  D.  Jan.  6,  1724.  (6) 

2.  Elizabeth,  Bapt.  Sept.,  1690.  M.  " 

Sturgis.  (7) 

3.  Benjamin,  Bapt.  Apr.  20,  1691.  D.  Dec.  2, 

1781.  (8) 

4.  Stephen,  Bapt.  May  26,  1693.  Removed  to  Tol¬ 

land,  Conn.  (9) 

5.  Mary,  Bapt.  May  26,  1695.  M.  Thomas  Bacon, 

Sept.  9,  1721.  ( 10) 

2.  IV.  Stephen,  B.  1650.  (5) 


Since  this  genealogy  was  prepared  and  the  apples  on  the  tree  numbered 
records  have  been  found  of  two  more  children  of  Robert  Codman  and  two 
older  children  of  Hephzibah  and  Nathan  Skiffe: 


Children  of  Robert  Codman: 

Abigail,  B.  1654*  M.  1  homas  Hatcll,  Jan.  22,  1679* 

Rachel,  B.  1660.  M.  John  Pasco  of  Boston. 

Children  of  Hephzibah  and  Nathan  Skiffe: 

Hephzibah,  B.  1679.  M.  Thomas  Norton.  D.  May  1,  1769. 
Patience,  B.  1682.  M.  Ralph  Thatcher. 
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2.  STEPHEN2  CODMAN  (Robert1)  (5)  of  Martha’s  Vineyard 

and  Charlestown  was  born  probably  at  Hartford,  Conn.,  in  1650 
and  died  April  5,  1706.  He  married  Elizabeth  Randall  of  Water- 
town  November  19,  1674.  She  was  born  in  1654  and  died  in 
Charlestown,  April  1,  1708.  Her  father  was  Stephen  Randall, 
son  of  Nathaniel  Randall  of  England,  who  died  at  Watertown, 
February  26,  1708,  and  her  mother  was  Susanna  Barron,  a  daughter 
of  Ellis  and  Grace  Barron  of  England,  whom  he  married  Decem¬ 
ber  14,  1653.  Stephen  Randall’s  mother  was  Elizabeth  Morton 
who  died  in  1672,  aged  80. 

Children : 

I.  Stephen,  B.  Aug.  16,  1675  at  Martha’s  Vineyard. 

D.  1706  at  Charlestown,  (u) 

II.  Elizabeth,  B.  Dec.  24,  1677  at  Martha’s  Vineyard. 

M.  April  21,  1702  Joseph  Clark,  son  of  Jonas 
Clark  of  Cambridge.  He  was  born  May  5,  1679. 
She  died  Apr.  12,  1705  at  Charlestown.  (12) 

III.  Robert,  B.  May  19,  1680  at  Charlestown.  D.  Nov.  20, 

1697-  (i3) 

IV.  Joseph,  B.  Sept.  22,  1682  at  Charlestown.  Bapt.  Feb. 

11,  1683.  D.  before  1706.  (14) 

V.  Benjamin,  B.  Oct.  7,  1684.  Bapt.  Oct.  12,  1684  at 

Charlestown.  D.  Dec.  15,  1688.  (15) 

VI.  Hephzibah,  B.  Nov.  30,  1686  at  Charlestown.  D.  of 

Small  Pox  Feb.  22,  1690-1.  (16) 

VII.  Susanna,  B.  Feb.  27,  1689-90.  Bapt.  March  2,  1689. 

D.  of  Small  Pox  Jan.  8,  1690-1.  (17) 

VIII.  Benjamin,  B.  Jan.  26,  1693-4  at  Charlestown.  D. 

1717.  (18) 

3.  IX.  John3,  B.  Sept.  29,  1696.  (19) 

3.  JOHN3  CODMAN  (Stephen2,  Robert1)  (19)  of  Charlestown 

was  born  September  29,  1696  and  died  July  1,  1755,  poisoned  by 
his  slaves.  He  married  in  1718  Parnell  Foster,  who  was  born 
August  25,  1696  and  died  September  5,  1752. 

Children : 

4.  I.  John4,  B.  Feb.  14,  1719-20.  (20) 

II.  Stephen,  B.  Feb.  23,  1721.  D.  1740.  (21) 

III.  Parnell,  B.  May  18,  1723.  M.  Jan.  22,  1766  Enoch 

Bartlett  of  Haverhill  and  had  no  children.  D. 
Sept.  6,  1796.  (22) 
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IV. 


V. 


5.  VI. 

VII. 

VIII. 


IX. 
6.  X. 
XI. 


Elizabeth,  B.  Dec.  23,  1724.  M.  Dec.  25,  1771  Wil¬ 
liam  Davies  and  had  no  children.  D.  May  21, 
1805.  (23) 

Mary,  B.  Dec.  10,  1726.  M.  Joshua  Moody  of  Fal¬ 
mouth,  Me.,  and  had  no  children.  D.  June  28, 
1814  (24) 

Richard4,  B.  June  23,  1729.  (25) 

Benjamin,  B.  March  13,  1730.  D.  1730.  (26) 

Anne,  B.  Nov.  18,  1732.  M.  July  8,  1763  John  Butler 
of  Portland,  Me.  Children  all  died  very  young. 
D.  May  18,  1783.  (27) 

Benjamin,  B.  June  22,  1735-  D.  (28) 

Isaac4,  B.  Aug.  21,  1737.  (29) 

Katherine,  Bapt.  April  21,  1739.  M.  1771  Elnathan 
Jones  of  Concord,  Mass.  D.  Apr.  30,  1772.  (30) 


4.  JOHN4  CODMAN  (John3,  Stephen2,  Robert1)  (20)  of  Charles¬ 

town  was  horn  February  14,  1719-20  o.s.  and  died  in  Boston, 
January  17,  1792.  He  married  May  23,  1754  Abigail  (Soley) 
Asbury,  widow  of  John  Asbury  and  daughter  of  John  Soley  and 
Dorcas  (Coffin)  Soley.  She  was  born  May  26,  1724  and  died 
September  4,  1775  at  Haverhill. 

Children : 

7.  I.  John5,  B.  Jan.  17,  1755-  (31 ) 

II.  Abigail,  B.  at  Charlestown  Nov.  4,  1756.  D.  June  30, 
1832.  (32) 

8.  III.  Stephen5,  B.  Dec.  4,  1758.  (33) 

IV.  Parnell,  B.  Aug.  11,  1760.  M.  March  6,  1813  Ezekiel 

Savage  and  had  no  children.  D.  March  16,  1846. 

(34) 

V.  Richard,  B.  June  12,  1762.  D.  Jan.  27,  1806.  (35) 

9.  VI.  William5,  B.  Feb.  11,  1765.  (36) 

VII.  Elizabeth,  B.  March  6,  1768.  D.  1768.  (37) 

5.  RICHARD4  CODMAN  (John3,  Stephen2,  Robert1)  (25)  of 

Charlestown  was  born  June  23,  1729.  Moved  to  Portland,  Me., 
in  1753  and  died  there  September  12,  1793.  He  married  (1)  Ann 
Jones  of  Portland,  Me.,  July  10,  1758,  youngest  daughter  of 
Phineas  Jones  of  Weston  and  Ann  Hodge  of  Newberry.  She  was 
born  in  1742  and  died  in  March,  1761.  He  married  (2)  Sarah 
Tyng  Smith  of  Portland,  daughter  of  Rev.  Thomas  Smith,  Feb¬ 
ruary  23,  1763.  She  was  born  1744  and  died  in  1827. 
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Children  by  first  wife,  born  at  Portland,  Me.: 

10.  I.  Richard5,  B.  1759.  (38) 

II.  Ann,  B.  1760.  M.  Aug.  28,  1781  James  Fosdick, 
who  was  born  July  30,  1758  at  Marblehead  and 
died  Oct.  8,  1792  at  Portland.  D.  Oct.,  1830.  (39) 

Children  (surname  Fosdick)  born  at  Portland,  Me.: 

1.  Nathaniel.  (72) 

2.  Frances.  (73) 

3.  Ann  Jones.  (74) 

4.  Lucy  Elizabeth,  M.  June  5,  1842  Edward  Burn¬ 

ham,  son  of  James  and  Suzanna  (Boardman) 
Burnham.  D.  March  1,  1885.  (75) 

Children  by  second  wife,  born  at  Portland,  Me.: 

11.  III.  James5,  B.  May  11,  1763.  (40) 

IV.  Sarah,  B.  1766.  M.  May  24,  1812  Timothy  Osgood 

of  Fryeburg,  Me.,  who  was  born  Dec.  9,  1759  and 
D.  Aug.  21,  1839.  He  was  the  son  of  Isaac  and 
Abigail  (Bailey)  Osgood.  No  children.  D.  Nov. 
16,  1836.  (41) 

V.  Catharine,  B.  M.  Ebenezer  Mayo.  D.  1820.  (42) 

12.  VI.  William5,  B.  1768.  (43) 

VII.  Mary,  Bapt.  Nov.  28,  1779  at  Portland,  Me.  M.  Dec. 

31,  1827  William  Swan,  son  of  William  and 
Mercy  (Porter)  Swan.  He  was  born  Jan.  6,  1782 
and  died  Sept.  18,  1853.  No  children.  D.  Jan. 
19,  1854-  (44) 


6.  ISAAC4  CODMAN  (John3,  Stephen2,  Robert1)  (29)  of  Charles¬ 

town  was  born  August  21,  1737  and  died  September,  1805.  He 
married  September  22,  1768,  Abigail  Foster,  the  daughter  of  Hon. 
Richard  Foster  and  Mary  Foye  of  Charlestown.  She  was  born 
January  27,  1738-9. 

Children : 

I.  Abigail,  Bapt.  Sept.  22,  1770.  Died  unmarried.  (45) 

7.  JOHN5  CODMAN  (John4,  John3,  Stephen2,  Robert1)  (31)  of 

Charlestown  was  born  January  17,  1755  and  died  May  17,  1803. 
He  married  (1)  July  15,  1781  Margaret  Russell,  daughter  of 
James  Russell  and  Katherine  (Graves)  Russell.  James  Russell 
was  born  August  5,  1715  and  died  April  24,  1798.  His  wife  was 
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born  April  21,  1717  and  died  September  17,  1778.  Margaret  Rus¬ 
sell  was  born  at  Lincoln,  December  8,  1757  and  died  March  12, 
1789.  He  married  (2)  February  I4>  D91  Catherine  Amory,  born 
March  24,  1769  and  died  December  21,  1831,  the  daughter  of 
John  and  Catherine  (Greene)  Amory. 

Children  by  first  wife: 

13.  I.  John0,  B.  Aug.  3,  1782.  (46) 

14.  II.  Charles  Russell0,  B.  Dec.  19,  1784.  (47) 

Children  by  second  wife: 

III.  George,  B.  March  29,  1792.  D.  March  2,  1842.  (48) 

15.  IV.  Catherine  Margaret0,  B.  July  25,  1793-  (49) 

V.  William  Amory,  B.  June  17,  1795-  O.  Jan-  J9>  1818. 

(50) 

VI.  Francis,  B.  Feb.  n,  1797.  D.  Sept.  15,  1859  (51) 

VII.  Elizabeth,  B.  Dec.  16,  1798.  D.  Jan.  26,  1845.  (52) 

16.  VIII.  Mary  Anne0,  B.  July  12,  1802.  (53) 

8.  STEPHEN5  CODMAN  (John4,  John3,  Stephen-,  Robert1)  (33) 

was  born  December  4,  1758  and  died  May  7,  1844.  He  married 
(1)  Hannah  Robinson  and  (2)  Mary  (Cushing)  Robinson. 

Children  by  first  wife: 

17.  I.  Henry0,  B.  Oct.  1,  1789.  (54) 

II.  Edward,  B.  July  26,  1790.  D.  Apr.  5,  1796.  (55) 

III.  Stephen,  B.  Sept.  26,  1 793«  D.  Oct.  9,  1863.  (56) 

IV.  Hannah  Robinson,  B.  Feb.  10,  1796.  D.  May  24, 

1815  (57) 

V.  Richard  Cartwright,  B.  Feb.  8,  1797*  l6> 

1821.  (58) 

18.  VI.  Edward0,  B.  Apr.  I,  1800.  (59) 

VII.  Elizabeth  Anne  Ellis,  B.  Nov.  8,  1802.  D.  Oct.  I5> 

1866.  (60) 

VIII.  Martha,  B.  Nov.  22,  1804.  D.  Nov.  22,  1804.  (61) 

9.  WILLIAM5  CODMAN  (John4,  John3,  Stephen2,  Robert1)  (36) 

of  Charlestown  was  born  February  1,1,  1765  and  died  in  New 
York,  December  8,  1816.  He  married  (1)  October  27,  1791 
Susan  Collin  of  New  York,  daughter  of  Nathaniel  Coffin,  M.D., 
and  Eleanor  (Foster)  Coffin  of  New  York.  She  was  born  June  4, 
1773  and  died  April  21,  1854.  Married  (2)  -  Foster. 
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Children  by  first  wife: 

I.  Susanna,  B.  Aug.  12,  1794.  D.  Sept.,  1794.  (62) 

19.  II.  William6,  B.  Oct.  19,  1795.  (63) 

III.  Richard,  B.  March,  1797.  D.  Aug.,  1797.  (64) 

IV.  Richard,  B.  July  5,  1798.  D.  Feb.  22,  1843.  (65) 

V.  Francis  Coffin,  B.  Feb.  14,  1800.  D.  Apr.  27,  1831. 

(66) 

20.  VI.  Susan6,  B.  Apr.  19,  1802.  (67) 

21.  VII.  John6,  B.  Jan.  27,  1808.  (68) 

10.  RICHARD5  CODMAN  (Richard1,  John3,  Stephen2,  Robert1) 

(38)  was  born  in  1759  and  died  September  9,  1833.  He  married 
(1)  Statira  Prebleat  talmouth,  now  Portland,  Ale.,  September  10, 
1789.  She  was  born  January  3,  1767  and  died  August  15,  1796. 
Married  (2)  Susan  Hitchborne  July  10,  1796. 

Children  by  first  wife: 

I.  Edward  Preble,  B.  Aug.  18,  1791.  “Died  young.”  (69) 

II.  Richard,  B.  March  31,  1793.  D.  (70) 

III.  Statira,  B.  Alarch  8,  1795.  D.  March  22,  1795.  (71) 

11.  JAAIESJ  CODMAN  (Richard4,  John3,  Stephen2,  Robert1)  (40) 

was  born  May  1 1,  1763  and  died  January  3,  1840  at  Gorham,  Me. 
Married  (0  Betsey  Waite  of  Portland.  Alarried  (2)  Nabby 
Loring  of  Gorham,  Me.,  November  5,  1791. 


Children : 

I.  Frederick,  B.  Apr.  6,  1793.  A  ship  captain.  AI.  Alar- 

garet  Green.  D.  Oct.  20,  1854  in  Baltimore.  (76) 

II.  Randolph,  B.  Nov.  24,  1796.  AI.  (1)  Elizabeth  Wads¬ 

worth  Stevenson  who  died  at  Gorham,  Ale.,  July 
16,  1829.  AI.  (2)  Caroline  Porter.  D.  Oct.  27, 
1853  in  Portland.  (77) 

12.  WILLIAAI5  CODMAN  (Richard1,  John3,  Stephen2,  Robert1) 
(43)  was  born  in  1768  and  died  November  12,  1828.  He  married 
December  5,  1805  Eucretia  Smith,  the  daughter  of  Rev.  Peter  T. 
Smith  and  Elizabeth  (Wendell)  Smith.  Elizabeth  Wendell  was 
a  descendant  of  Evart  Jansen  Wendell  of  Albany,  N.  Y. 

Children : 

22.  I.  William  Henry6,  B.  Sept.  23,  1806.  (78) 

II.  George  Calvin,  B.  Apr.  8,  1823.  AI.  Nov.  15,  1846 
Harriet  Louisa  Bradstreet.  D.  Apr.  9,  1898. 
Lived  in  Woodfords,  Ale.  (79) 
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23. 

II. 

III. 

24. 

IV. 

25. 

V. 

26. 

VI. 

27. 

VII. 

28. 

VIII. 

IX. 

13.  JOHN6  CODMAN  (John5,  John4,  John3,  Stephen2,  Robert1) 
(46)  was  born  August  3,  1782  and  died  December  23,  1847  at 
Dorchester.  He  married  Mary  Wheelwright  January  19,  1813. 
Her  father  was  Ebenezer  Wheelwright  of  Newburyport  and  her 
mother  Anna  (Coombs)  Wheelwright,  daughter  of  William 
Coombs,  a  merchant  of  that  city. 

Children;  all  born  at  Dorchester: 

I.  Daughter,  B.  Nov.  30,  1813.  D.  Nov.  30,  1813.  (80) 
John7,  B.  Oct.  16,  1814.  (81) 

Margaret  Russell,  B.  Aug.  26,  1816.  D.  Oct.  I9> 
1817.  (82) 

Mary  Margaret7,  B.  Apr.  13,  1818.  (83) 

Margaret  Russell7,  B.  IV I  ay  1,  1820.  (84) 

William  Coombs7,  B.  Nov.  3,  1821.  (85) 

Robert7,  B.  March  8,  1823.  (86) 

Elizabeth7,  B.  Dec.  10,  1826.  (87) 

Anna  Catherine,  B.  Dec.  3,  1830.  D.  Jan.  22,  1831.  (88) 

14.  CHARLES  RUSSELL6  CODMAN  (John5,  John4,  John3, 
Stephen2,  Robert1)  (47)  was  born  December  19,  1784  and  died 
July  16,  1852.  He  married  (0  October  19.  1825  Anne  Mac- 
master.  She  was  born  July  23,  1798  in  London  and  died  April 
22,  1831  in  Paris.  Her  father,  James  Macmaster,  was  born  in 
Scotland  and  died  at  Malta.  Her  mother  was  Anne  Van  Buskirk, 
who  was  born  January  22,  1773  and  died  in  London,  h ebruary  27, 
1800.  She  was  the  daughter  of  Abraham  Van  Buskirk  of  Mood- 
bridge,  N.  J.,  a  Colonel  in  the  British  Army  during  the  Revolu¬ 
tionary  War,  and  her  mother  was  Jane  Dey,  the  daughter  of 
Theunis  Dey  and  Hester  Schuyler  of  New  \  ork  and  Albany. 
After  the  war,  Col.  Van  Buskirk  removed  with  his  family  to 
Shelburne,  N.  S.,  and  at  the  time  of  his  death  was  Mayor  of 
Shelburne.  Charles  Russell  Codman  married  (2)  May  19,  1836 
Sarah  Ogden,  the  daughter  of  Hon.  David  A.  Ogden  and  Rebecca 
(Edwards)  Ogden  of  New  York  and  Waddington.  She  was  born 
December  10,  1800  in  New  York  and  she  died  May  22,  1844  in 


Boston. 

Children  by  first  wife: 

I.  Anne  McAdam,  B.  Aug.  5,  1826  at  Boston.  D.  Jan. 

22,  1829.  (89) 

II.  Frances  Colden,  B.  Jan.  23,  1828  at  Boston.  D.  Jan. 

31,  1829  at  Boston  (90) 

29.  III.  Charles  Russell7,  B.  Oct.  28,  1829.  (91) 

30  IV.  James  Macmaster7,  B.  Apr.  17,  1831.  (92) 
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Children  by  second  wife: 

31-  V.  Frances  Anne7,  B.  Dec.  14,  1837.  (93) 

32.  VI.  Ogden7,  B.  Sept.  7,  1839.  (94) 

33.  VII.  Richard7,  B.  Jan.  21,  1842.  (95) 

VIII.  Alfred,  15.  March  13,  1844.  D.  April  7,  1844.  (96) 


15.  CATHERINE  MARGARET0  CODMAN  (John5,  John1,  John5, 
Stephen-,  Robert')  (49)  was  born  July  25,  1793  and  died  May  1, 
i860.  She  married  November  14,  1815  John  Russell  Hurd. 
Children  (surname  Hurd): 

I.  John  Codman,  B.  Nov.  11,  1 8 1 6,  at  Boston.  D.  June 
25,  1892  at  Boston.  (97) 

34-  II-  Arthur  Tappan7,  B.  March  12,  1826.  (98) 

III.  Catherine  Codman,  B.  Sept.  13,  1829.  M.  Nov.  16, 
1854  Robert  Codman  (86).  D.  Aug.  26,  1892. 
(99) 

IV-  William  Francis,  B.  Jan.  22,  1832.  D.  March  23, 
1870.  (100) 

V.  Elizabeth,  B.  Sept.  7,  1836.  M.  June  23,  1858  Wil¬ 
liam  C.  Codman  (85).  D.  Oct.,  1896^  (101) 


16.  MARY  ANNE6  CODMAN  (John6,  John*,  John3,  Stephen2, 
Robert1)  (53)  born  July  12,  1802  and  died  September  1, 
1873.  She  married  William  Ropes. 

Children  (surname  Ropes)  : 

Catherine  Codman,  B.  Aug.  11,  1832.  D.  June  3, 
1834.  (102) 

Henry,  B.  May  16,  1834.  E>.  July  3,  1863.  (103) 

John  Codman,  B.  Apr.  28,  1836.  D.  Oct.  27,  1899. 

(An  authority  on  the  Life  of  Napoleon.)  (104) 
Francis  Codman,  B.  Oct.  7,  1837  in  London.  D.  Sept. 
16,  1 8(39.  (105) 

Marianne,  B.  July  14,  1842.  D.  Feb.  9,  1878.  (106) 


I. 

II. 

III. 

IV. 

V. 


17.  HENRY6  CODMAN  (Stephen5,  John*,  John3,  Stephen2,  Robert1) 
(54)  was  born  October  1,  1789  at  Portland  and  died  May  4, 
1853.  He  married  November  19,  1821  Catherine  Willard  Amory. 
She  was  born  March  24,  1796  in  Boston  and  died  in  Roxbury, 
January  7,  1850. 

Children : 

35-  E  John  Amory7,  B.  June  30,  1824.  (107) 

II.  Catherine  Elizabeth,  B.  Aug.  26,  1826. 

1827.  (108) 
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III.  Henry,  B.  Aug.  4,  1828.  D.  July  9,  1879.  (109) 

IV.  Catherine  Elizabeth,  B.  May  26,  1830.  D.  May  16, 

1898  at  Bristol,  R.  I.  (no) 

36.  V.  Arthur  Amory7,  B.  July  1 4,  1833.  (in) 

VI.  Maria  Potter,  B.  July  6,  1837.  D.  Aug.  6,  1902  at 
Bristol,  R.  I.  (112) 

18.  EDWARD6  CODMAN  (Stephen5,  John4,  John3  Stephen’,  Rob¬ 

ert1)  (59)  was  born  April  1,  1800  and  died  January  19,  1862. 
He  married  Mary  Greene  Wainwright. 

Children : 

37.  I.  Edward  Wainwright7,  B.  Apr.  17,  1833.  (113) 

19.  WILLIAM6  CODMAN  (William5,  John4,  John3,  Stephen2,  Rob¬ 

ert1)  (63)  was  born  October  19,  1795  and  died  November  17, 
1848.  He  married  Martha  Ann  Gilleys,  July  3,  1833. 

Children : 

I.  Harriet,  B.  Sept.  25,  1836.  M.  John  B.  Coles.  D. 

Aug.  6,  1910.  ( 114) 

II.  Susan,  B.  July  13,  1840.  D.  July  13,  1881.  (115) 

III.  Anna,  B.  May  27,  1842.  D.  Apr.  24,  1904.  (116) 

20.  SUSAN6  CODMAN  (William5,  John4,  John3,  Stephen2,  Robert1) 

(67)  was  born  April  19,  1802  and  died  December,  1S77.  She 
married  August  1,  1831  Benjamin  Welles. 

Child  (surname  Welles)  : 

38.  I.  Susan  Codman7,  B.  June  7,  1832.  ( 1 1 7 ) 

21.  JOHN6  CODMAN  (  William5,  John4,  John3,  Stephen2,  Robert1) 

(68)  was  born  January  27,  1808  in  New  York  and  died  June  8, 
1879  in  Boston.  He  married  April  19,  1855  Isabella  Parker. 

Children : 

I.  William,  B.  Feb.  23,  1857.  (118) 

II.  Charles  Greenough,  B.  Dec.  17,  1859.  D.  May  27, 

1926.  ( 1 19) 

III.  Edith,  B.  June  9,  1862.  (120) 

22.  WILLIAM  HENRY6  CODMAN  (William5,  John4,  John3, 

Stephen2,  Robert1)  (78)  was  born  September  23,  1806  and  died 
May  3,  1879  at  Camden,  Me.  He  married  Mary  S.  Eager, 
daughter  of  John  and  Martha  ( Howe)  Eager  of  Shrewsbury,  Mass. 
Children : 

I.  John  Eager,  B.  Oct.  18,  1839  Camden,  Me.  M. 

Mary  E.  Mahan  of  Elkton,  Md.  D.  in  Phila¬ 
delphia,  Pa.  ( 121 ) 
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II.  William  S.,  B.  Brevet  Major  of  Volunteers, 

1863-64.  D.  St.  George,  Me.  Jan.  3,  1873.  (122) 

III.  Alary  L.,  B.  M.  Boyd  of  Phila¬ 

delphia,  Pa.  Feb.  10,  1884.  (123) 

23.  JOHN'  CODMAN  (John0,  John0,  John4,  John3,  Stephen2,  Rob¬ 

ert1)  (81)  was  born  in  Dorchester,  October  16,  1814  and  died 
April  4,  1900.  He  married  November  3,  1847  Anna  Gertrude 
Dey  of  New  \  ork.  She  and  Anne  Macmaster  were  second  cousins 
through  their  great-grandparents,  Theunis  Dey  and  Hester  Schuy¬ 
ler.  I  he  first  settler  in  New  York  of  the  name  of  Dev  was  Dirck 
Jansen  Dey  who  emigrated  from  Holland  about  1640.  Hester 
Schuyler’s  great-grandfather,  Philip  Schuyler,  came  from  Holland 
in  1650  and  the  family  settled  in  Albany. 

Child : 

39-  I-  Mary8,  B.  Nov.  13,  1848.  (124) 

24.  MARY  MARGARE1  ‘  CODMAN  (John0,  John5,  John4,  John3, 

Stephen2,  Robert1)  (83)  was  born  April  13,  1818  at  Dorchester 
and  died  July  21,  1894.  She  married  in  1842  Otto  Pollitz  of 
Hamburg,  Germany. 

Children  (surname  Pollitz)  : 


I. 

John.  (125) 

II. 

Emma,  B.  Oct.  10,  1845.  (126) 

III. 

Hermann.  (127) 

IV. 

Rudolph.  (128) 

V. 

Frank  R.  (129) 

VI. 

Otto.  (130) 

VII. 

Elizabeth8.  ( 1 3 1 ) 

25.  MARGARE  T  RUSSELL7  CODMAN  (  John0,  John5,  John4, 

John3,  Stephen2,  Robert1)  (84)  was  born  May  1,  1820  at  Dor¬ 
chester  and  died  March  10,  1893.  She  married  in  1845  William 
Augustus  Peabody  who  died  February  27,  1850. 

Children  (surname  Peabody)  : 

I.  Mary  Codman,  B.  Oct.  18,  1847.  D.  Aug.  18,  1918. 
(132) 

41-  II-  William  Russell3,  B.  Aug.  15,  1849.  (133) 

26.  WILLIAM  COOMBS7  CODMAN  (John0,  John5,  John4,  John3, 

Stephen2,  Robert1)  (85)  was  born  November  3,  1821  at  Dor¬ 
chester  and  died  January  23,  1903.  He  married  June  23,  1858 
Elizabeth  Plurd  (101)  daughter  of  Catherine  Codman  (49)  and 
John  Russell  Hurd. 

[  70  ] 


The  Codmans  of  Charlestown  and  Boston  i  1637-1929 


Children : 

I.  Anna  Gertrude,  B.  May  1,  1858.  (134) 

42.  II.  William  Coombs8,  B.  Aug.  6,  i860.  (135) 

43.  III.  John8,  B.  Jan.  16,  1862.  (136) 

IV.  Ernest  Amory,  B.  Dec.  31,  1868.  M.  Nov.  16,  1897 
Katherine  Bowditch.  D.  (137) 

27.  ROBERT7  CODMAN  (John6,  John5,  John4,  John3,  Stephen2, 
Robert1)  (86)  was  born  March  8,  1823  at  Dorchester  and  died 
January  20,  1901  at  Boston.  He  married  November  16,  1854 
Catherine  Codman  Hurd  (99),  daughter  of  Catherine  Codman 
(49)  and  John  Russell  Hurd. 

Children : 

I.  Catherine  Amory,  B.  Jan.  27,  1857.  (138) 

II.  Robert,  B.  Dec.  30,  1859.  M.  Sept.  16,  1915  Mar- 

gherctta  B.  Porter.  D.  Oct.  5,  1915.  (139) 

III.  Archibald,  B.  July  22,  1862.  D.  May  4,  1891.  (140) 

IV.  Edmund  Dwight8,  B.  Dec.  2,  1864.  (141) 

V.  Stephen  Russell  Hurd8,  B.  May  6,  1867.  (142) 


44. 

45- 


28.  ELIZABETH7  CODMAN  (John6,  John5,  John4,  John3,  Stephen2, 

Robert1)  (87)  was  born  December  10,  1826  at  Dorchester  and 
died  January  3,  1917.  She  married  in  June,  1853  Charles  Kane 
Cobb. 

Children  (surname  Cobb)  : 

46.  I.  Charles  Kane8,  B.  Oct.  1,  1855.  (143) 

II.  Helen  Kent,  B.  1857.  D.  1863.  (144) 

47.  HI.  F  rede  rick  Codman  8,  B.  Apr.  4,  1859.  (145) 

48.  IV.  Elizabeth  Codman8,  B.  Aug.  29,  1864.  (146) 

29.  CHARLES  RUSSELL7  CODMAN  (Charles  Russell6,  John5, 

John4,  John3,  Stephen2,  Robert1)  (91  )  was  born  October  28,  1829 
and  died  October  5,  1918.  He  married  February  28,  1856  Lucy 
Sturgis,  daughter  of  Russell  and  Mary  (Hubbard)  Sturgis.  She 
was  born  March  13,  1833  and  died  January  22,  1907. 

Children : 

I.  Mary  Greene  Sturgis,  B.  Jan.  30,  1857.  D.  Nov.  28, 

1877.  (147) 

II.  Charles  Russell,  B.  July  17,  1858.  D.  Oct.  11,  1877. 

048) 

III.  Lucy  Sturgis,  B.  Apr.  3,  i860.  D.  Feb.  4,  1866.  (149) 

49.  IV.  Russell  Sturgis8,  B.  Oct.  20,  1861.  (150) 

50.  V.  Anne  Macmaster8,  B.  Nov.  11,  1864.  ( 1 5 1 ) 
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51.  VI.  Susan  Welles8,  B.  Dec.  30,  1866.  (152) 

52.  VII.  John  Sturgis8,  B.  Feb.  25,  1868.  (153) 

53.  VIII.  Julian8,  B.  Sept.  21,  1870.  (154) 

IX.  Paul,  B.  Nov.  24,  1873.  D.  Aug.  6,  1875.  .(155) 

30.  JAMES  MACMASTER7  CODMAN  (Charles  Russell6,  John5, 
John4,  John3,  Stephen2,  Robert1)  (92)  was  born  April  17,  1831  in 
Paris  and  died  January  23,  1917  at  Brookline.  He  married  October 
19,  1858  Henrietta  Gray  Sargent,  daughter  of  Ignatius  and  Henri¬ 
etta  (Gray)  Sargent  of  Boston  and  Brookline.  She  was  born 
June  14,  1838  at  Medford  and  died  April  26,  1923  at  Brookline. 


Child 

ren : 

I. 

Francis,  B.  Aug. 

5,  1859.  D.  Nov. 

II,  1885.  (156) 

11. 

James  Macmaster, 

B.  Ap 

r.  20,  1862. 

D.  Oct.  9,  1925. 

(157) 

III. 

Henry  Sargent,  B 

.  June 

19,  1864.  D.  Jan.  13,  1893. 

(158) 

IV. 

Philip,  B.  Oct.  6, 

1867. 

D.  Oct.  28, 

1896.  (159) 

V. 

Cora8,  B.  July  12, 

• 

t ^ 

00 

*—> 

(160) 

54. 

31.  FRANCES  ANNE7  CODMAN  (Charles  Russell6,  John5,  John4, 
John3,  Stephen2,  Robert1)  (93)  was  born  December  14,  1837  at 
Boston  and  died  May  17,  1910  at  Boston.  She  married  September 
14,  1858  John  Hubbard  Sturgis. 

Children  (surname  Sturgis)  : 

I.  Julia  Overing,  B.  Aug.  6,  1859.  D.  Jan.  24,  1861. 

060 

55.  II.  John  Hubbard8,  B.  Oct.  11,  i860.  (162) 

III.  Gertrude  Gouveneur,  B.  Feb.  3,  1862.  M.  Aug.  29, 

1889  Francis  W.  Hunnewell.  D.  March  15, 
1890.  (163) 

IV.  Frances  Codman,  B.  Nov.  7,  1863.  D.  (164) 

V.  Mabel  Russell,  B.  July  17,  18(35.  ( 1 65 ) 

VI.  Alice  Maud,  B.  June  4,  1868.  M.  June  19,  1924 

William  Haynes-Smith.  (166) 

VII.  Charles  Russell,  B.  Apr.  9,  1871.  M.  Apr.  13,  1909 

Alice  Rathbone  Bowditch.  D.  Oct.  2,  1909.  (167) 

VIII.  Evelyn  Russell,  B.  Oct.  4,  1872.  (168) 


32.  OGDEN7  CODMAN  (Charles  Russell6,  John5,  John4,  John3, 
Stephen2,  Robert1)  (94)  was  born  September  7,  1839  at  Boston 
and  died  October  25,  1904  at  Lincoln.  He  married  October  28, 
1861  Sarah  Fletcher  Bradlee  who  was  born  July  19,  1842  and  died 
June  22,  1922. 
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Children : 

I.  Ogden,  B.  Jan.  19,  1863.  M.  Oct.  8,  1904  Leila  (Gris¬ 

wold)  Webb.  (169) 

II.  Alice  Newbold,  B.  July  25,  1866.  D.  Nov.  8,  1923. 

(170) 

III.  Thomas  Newbold,  B.  May  17,  1869.  (171) 

IV.  Bowdoin  Bradley,  B.  Dec.  24,  1872.  D.  Sept.  3°> 

1875.  (02) 

V.  Hugh,  B.  Apr.  16,  1875.  073) 

VI.  Dorothy  S.  F.  M.,  B.  Apr.  8,  1883.  (174) 

33.  RICHARD7  CODMAN  (Charles  Russell'5,  John5,  John4,  John3, 
Stephen-,  Robert1)  (95)  was  born  January  21,  1S42  and  died 
October  9,  1928.  He  married  April  20,  1865  Susan  Sargent,  who 
was  born  October  2,  1842  and  died  October  20,  1898. 


Child 

ren : 

56. 

I. 

Lucy  Sturgis8,  B.  Feb.  17,  1869.  ( 1 7 5 ) 

II. 

Susan  Sargent,  B.  Sept.  3,  1871.  M.  Apr 
John  S.  Codman  (153).  (176) 

57- 

III. 

Richard8,  B.  March  7,  1873.  ( 1 7 7 ) 

58. 

IV. 

Alfred8,  B.  Sept.  13,  1874.  (178) 

V. 

Margaret,  B.  Nov.  5,  1883.  (179) 

34.  ARTHUR  TAPPAN  HURD7  (Catherine  Codman6,  John5, 

John4,  John3,  Stephen2,  Robert1)  (98)  was  born  March  12, 
1826  at  New  York  and  died  July  9>  1902  at  North  Hartland,  \  t. 
He  married  (1)  June  6,  1849  Gertrude  Westervelt.  He  married 
(2)  June  25,  1890  Ella  J.  Conklin. 

Children  by  first  wife  (surname  Hurd)  : 

59.  1.  A.  Russell8,  B.  Aug.  19,  1836.  (180) 

II.  John  Fowler,  B.  Dec.  5>  J859*  M.  Nov.  4,  1881 

Sarah  Platt.  (181) 

III.  Arthur  Codman,  B.  Apr.  25,  1861.  D.  June  27, 

1927  (182) 

35.  JOHN  AMORY7  CODMAN  (Henry6,  Stephen5,  John4,  John3, 

Stephen2,  Robert1)  (107)  was  born  June  30,  1824  and  died  De¬ 
cember  13,  1886.  He  married  June  1,  1850  Martha  Pickman 
Rogers.  She  was  born  November  I7>  1829  at  Salem  and  died 
February  27,  1905  at  Boston. 
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Children : 

I.  John  Amory,  B.  June  26,  1851.  D.  May  26,  1876. 

(183) 

II.  Martha  Catherine,  B.  July  24,  1858.  M.  Feb.  2,  1928 

Maxim  Karolik.  (184) 

36.  ARTHUR  AMORY7  CODMAN  (Henry6,  Stephen5,  John4, 

John3,  Stephen2,  Robert1)  (in)  was  born  July  14,  1833  and 
died  August  12,  1896.  He  married  Mary  Belknap  who  died 
August  5,  1929. 

Children : 

I.  Herbert  Amory,  B.  1862.  D.  June  11,  1876  at  Paris. 

(185) 

II.  Illsley  Robinson,  B.  1867.  D.  July  17,  1892.  (186) 

37.  EDWARD  WAIN  WRIGHT7  CODMAN  (Edward6,  Stephen5, 

John4,  John3,  Stephen2,  Robert1)  (113)  was  born  April  17,  1833 
and  died  December  21,  1904.  He  married  October  6,  1858  Leslie 
Prince  Tilden. 

Children : 

I.  Leslie  Wainwright,  B.  Dec.  3,  i860.  D.  Aug.  30, 

1902.  (187) 

II.  Edward  Wainwright,  B.  June  11,  1862.  D.  June  11, 

1862.  (188) 

38.  SUSAN  CODMAN  WELLES7  (Susan6,  William5  John4,  John3, 

Stephen2,  Robert1)  (117)  was  born  June  7,  1832  at  Boston  and 
died  December  18,  1862.  She  married  January  10,  1856  Russell 
Sturgis  who  was  born  August  3,  1831  and  died  October  14,  1899. 

Children  (surname  Sturgis)  : 

60.  I.  Russell8,  B.  Dec.  16,  1856.  (189) 

II.  Susan  Welles,  B.  July  n,  1858.  M.  Oct.  26,  1886 
John  Preston.  D.  Feb.  18,  1888.  (190) 

61.  III.  Richard  Clipston8,  B.  Dec.  24,  i860.  (191) 

62.  IV.  William  Codman8,  B.  Nov.  15,  1862.  (192) 

39.  MARY8  CODMAN  (John7,  John6,  John5,  John4,  John3,  Stephen2, 

Robert1)  (124)  was  born  November  13,  1848  and  died  October 
23,  1913.  She  married  April  14,  1874  Francis  V.  Parker. 

Children  (surname  Parker)  : 

I.  Gertrude  Codman*',  B.  May  6,  1875.  M.  Aug.  25,  i9°3 
Sir  Gilbert  Carter.  (193) 
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40.  ELIZABETH  POLLITZ8  (Mary  Margaret7,  John0,  John5, 

John4,  John3,  Stephen2,  Robert1)  ( 1 3 1 )  married  Friederick 
Stahmer. 

Children  (surname  Stahmer)  : 

I.  Friederick,  B.  D.  1914.  (194) 

II.  M  ary,  M.  no  children.  (195) 

III.  Margaret.  (196) 

IV.  Robert  Codman.  (197) 

V.  Otto,  D.  1915.  (198) 

41.  WILLIAM  RUSSELL  PEABODY8  (Margaret  Russell7,  John6, 

John5,  John4,  John3,  Stephen2,  Robert1)  (133)  was  born  August 
15,  1849  and  died  June  21,  1908.  He  married  August  30,  1878 
Sara  Miller  Keich. 

Children  (surname  Peabody)  : 

I.  Russell  Keich,  B.  1880.  D.  1880  (199) 

II.  Robert  Manning,  B.  Sept.  24,  1 88 1 .  (200) 

III.  Winnifred  Keich,  B.  1883.  D.  1883.  (201) 

IV.  Margaret  Russell,  B.  1884.  D.  1884.  (202) 

V.  Charles  Codman'3,  B.  Aug.  26,  1880.  M.  Sept.  18,  1915 

Margaret  Danielson.  (203) 

VI.  John  Wheelwright,  B.  June  30,  1890.  (204) 

VII.  Henry  Gilman,  B.  March  22,  1893.  (205) 

42.  WILLIAM  COOMBS8  CODMAN  (William  Coombs7,  John6, 

John5,  John4,  John3,  Stephen2,  Robert1)  (135)  was  born  August 
6,  i860.  He  married  November  16,  1887  Sophia  M.  Smith. 
Children : 

I.  William  Coombs,  B.  Dec.  19,  1888.  M.  Oct.  15,  1926 

Marjorie  (Sheldon)  Parsons.  (206) 

II.  Constance'3,  B.  Feb.  7,  1891.  M.  Sept.  26,  1914  Edward 

Brooks.  (207) 

III.  Horatio  Southgate,  B.  June  18,  1894.  D.  1895.  (208) 

IV.  John'3,  B.  Nov.  3,  1898.  M.  Oct.  8,  1927  Anna  Balch 

Wheelwright.  (209) 

43.  JOHN8  CODMAN  (William  Coombs7,  John6,  John5,  John4, 

John3,  Stephen2,  Robert1)  (136)  was  born  January  16,  1862  and 
died  May  31,  1897.  He  married  April,  1894  Carol  Briggs. 
Children : 

I.  Rosamond,  B.  Feb.  13,  1895.  (210) 

II.  Ruth  Russell9,  B.  Aug.  18,  1897.  M.  June  28,  1923 

John  Liectv.  (21 1) 
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44.  EDMUND  DWIGHT8  CODMAN  (Robert7,  John0,  John5, 

John4,  John3,  Stephen-,  Robert1)  ( 1 4 1 )  was  horn  December  2, 
1864.  He  married  June  21,  1898  Annie  M.  (Brings)  Hasbrook. 

Child: 

I.  Dorothea,  B.  Oct.  3,  1901.  M.  June  21,  1923  William 
McN.  Rodewald.  (212) 

45.  STEPHEN  RUSSELL  HURD8  CODMAN  (Robert7,  John6, 

John5,  John4,  John3,  Stephen-,  Robert1)  (142)  was  born  May  6, 
1867.  He  married  April  8,  1905  Mary  J.  Sullivan. 

Child: 

I.  Catherine,  B.  Jan.  21,  1909.  (213) 

46.  CHARLES  KANE  COBB8  (Elizabeth7,  John6,  John5,  John4, 

John3,  Stephen2,  Robert1)  (143)  was  born  October  1,  1855.  He 
married  April  20,  1887  Susan  M.  Wheelwright. 

Children  (surname  Cobb)  : 

I.  Charles  Kane9,  B.  Dec.  20,  1888.  M.  Oct.  9,  1923 

Elsie  Quincy  Nichols.  (214) 

II.  John  Wheelwright,  B.  March  10,  1890.  D.  May  9, 

1890.  (215) 

III.  Hannah  Wheelwright0,  B.  June  1,  1891.  M.  June  1, 

1912  William  Appleton  Lawrence.  (216) 

IV.  Robert  Codmaiv',  B.  Nov.  11,  1892.  M.  Sept.  20,  1917 

Emily  Bullard.  (217) 

47.  FREDERICK  CODMAN  COBB8  (Elizabeth7,  John6,  John5, 

John4,  John3,  Stephen2,  Robert1)  (145)  was  born  April  4,  1859. 
He  married  May  28,  1913  Evelyn  Nagle. 

Child  (surname  Cobb)  : 

I.  Frederick  Codman,  B.  July  1,  1915.  (218) 

48.  ELIZABETH  CODMAN  COBB8  (Elizabeth7,  John6,  John5, 

John',  John3,  Stephen2,  Robert1)  (146)  was  born  Aug'ust  29, 
1864  and  died  December  12,  1893.  She  married  April  14,  1885 
Samuel  Gilman  Bowen. 

Children  (surname  Bowen)  : 

I.  Charles  Gilman,  B.  Jan.  26,  1886.  (219) 

II.  Sybil  Kane,  B.  Dec.  17,  1888.  (220) 
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49.  RUSSELL  STURGIS8  CODMAN  (Charles  Russell7,  Charles 

Russell",  John5,  John4,  John3,  Stephen",  Robert1)  (150)  was  born 
October  20,  1861.  He  married  August  4,  1891  Anna  K.  Crafts. 
Children : 

I.  Charles  Russell0,  B.  Feb.  22,  1893.  M.  March  23,  1921 

Theodora  Larocque.  (221) 

II.  Russell  Sturgis,  B.  June  15,  1896.  (222) 

50.  ANNE  MACMASTER8  CODMAN  (Charles  Russell7,  Charles 

Russell6,  John5,  John1,  John3,  Stephen-,  Robert1)  (15O  was  born 
November  11,  1864.  She  married  November  15,  1892  Henry  B. 
Cabot. 

Children  (surname  Cabot)  : 

I.  Henry  B.,9  Jr.,  B.  Dec.  7,  1894.  M.  June  18,  1927 

Octavia  Ames.  (2 23) 

II.  Powell  Mason,  B.  Dec.  20,  1896.  (224) 

III.  Paul  Codman9,  B.  Oct.  21,  1898.  M.  Sept.  20,  1924 

Virginia  Converse.  (225) 

IV.  Charles  Codman,  B.  Nov.  22,  1900.  M.  July  1,  1929 

Ellen  (White)  Sears.  (226) 

V.  Anne  Macmaster0,  B.  May  13,  1903.  M.  Dec.  22, 

1928  Jeffries  Wyman,  Jr.  (227) 

VI.  Susan  Mary,  B.  Feb.  27,  1907.  (228) 

51.  SUSAN  WELLES8  CODMAN  (Charles  Russell7,  Charles  Rus¬ 

sell6,  John5,  John4,  John",  Stephen2,  Robert1)  (152)  was  born  De¬ 
cember  30,  1866.  She  married  May  19,  1896  Reddington  biske. 
Children  (surname  Fiske)  : 

I.  Reddington9,  Jr.,  B.  Dec.  3.  1898.  M.  May  24,  1924 

Julia  D.  Longfellow.  (229) 

II.  Francis9,  B.  Nov.  26,  1900.  M.  June  4,  1927  Jane 

Noble.  (230) 

III.  Lucy  Codman,  B.  Sept.  22,  1902.  (23O 

IV.  Robert  Francis,  B.  Dec.  22,  1903.  (232) 

V.  John  Codman,  B.  Feb.  8,  1910.  (233) 

52.  JOHN  STURGIS8  CODMAN  (Charles  Russell7,  Charles  Rus¬ 

sell6,  John5,  John4,  John3,  Stephen2,  Robert' )  (153)  was  born  Feb¬ 
ruary  25,  1868.  He  married  April  25,  1901  Susan  Sargent  Cod¬ 
man  (176). 

Child: 

I.  Rachel  Sturgis,  B.  June  21,  1909.  (234) 
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53.  JULIAN8  CODMAN  (Charles  Russell7,  Charles  Russell0,  John5, 

John4,  John5,  Stephen2,  Robert1)  (154)  was  born  September  21, 
1870.  He  married  April  29,  1897  Norah  Chadwicke. 

Children : 

I.  Lucy  Sturgis,  B.  May  5,  1907.  (235) 

II.  Hester  Schuyler,  B.  Apr.  17,  1909.  (236) 

54.  CORA8  CODMAN  (James  Macmaster7,  Charles  Russell0,  John5, 

John4,  John3,  Stephen2,  Robert1)  (160)  was  born  July  12,  1874. 
She  married  (1)  July  24,  189.)  William  Ely.  (2)  February  6, 
1929  Henry  Wolcott. 

Children  (surname  Ely)  : 

I.  William,  B.  Oct.  9,  1895.  D.  June  15,  1915.  (237) 

II.  Cora  Codman1',  B.  June  9,  1897.  M.  (1)  Oct.  18,  1918 

Hall  Nichols.  (2)  Sept.  22,  1928  Edward  Motley 
Guild.  (238) 

III.  Anne  Allen1',  B.  Aug.  6,  1898.  M.  Feb.  n,  1922  John 

M.  B.  Churchill.  (239) 

55.  JOHN  HUBBARD  STURGIS8  (  Frances  Anne7,  Charles  Russell6, 

John5,  John4,  John3,  Stephen2,  Robert1)  (162)  was  born  October 
1 1,  i860.  He  married  July  19,  1898  Kate  Hosmer  at  Keokuk,  la. 

Children  (surname  Sturgis)  : 

I.  Gertrude  Gouveneur1',  B.  July  5,  1899.  M.  May  25, 

1925  Richard  Jefferson  Eaton.  (240) 

II.  John  Hubbard,  B.  Nov.  27,  1900.  D.  Sept.  10,  1909. 

(24O 

III.  Frances  Anne,  B.  Oct.  30,  1903.  (242) 

IV.  Katherine  Hosmer,  B.  Oct.  17,  1904.  (243) 

56.  LUCY  STURGIS8  CODMAN  (Richard7,  Charles  Russell6, 

John5,  John4,  John3,  Stephen2,  Robert1)  (175)  was  born  Febru¬ 
ary  17,  1869.  She  married  October  15,  1895  William  G.  Borland. 

Children  (surname  Borland)  : 

I.  John  Nelson1',  B.  Dec.  29,  1898.  M.  July  30,  1927 

Leslie  (Fuller)  Larned.  (244) 

II.  Susan  Codman1',  B.  Aug.  22,  1900.  M.  June  24,  1922 

Thomas  P.  Brooks.  (245) 

III.  Rosamond,  B.  Aug.  31,  1905*  (246) 
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57.  RICHARD3  CODMAN  (Richard7,  Charles  Russell0,  John5, 

John4,  John3,  Stephen2,  Robert1)  (177)  was  born  March  7,  1873. 
He  married  January  4,  1917  Helen  Winnifred  Radke. 

Children : 

I.  Richard,  B.  Oct.  29,  1917.  (247) 

58.  ALFRED9  CODMAN  (Richard7,  Charles  Russell0,  John3,  John4, 

John3,  Stephen2,  Robert1)  (178)  was  born  September  13,  1874. 
He  married  (1)  September  16,  1901  Lydia  Eliot.  Married  (2) 
March  16,  1928  Mary  Allen. 

Children  by  first  wife: 

I.  Alfred,  B.  June  26,  1902.  (248) 

II.  Eliot,  B.  Apr.  30,  1904.  (249) 

III.  Daniel  Sargent,  B.  Apr.  13,  1906.  (250) 

IV.  Samuel  Eliot,  B.  Feb.  6,  1908.  (251) 

59.  A.  RUSSELL  HURD8  (Arthur  Tappan  Hurd7,  Catherine  Cod- 

man0,  John5,  John4,  John3,  Stephen2,  Robert1)  (180)  was  born 
August  19,  1856.  He  married  November  8,  1882  Edna  S.  Eden. 

Children  (surname  Hurd)  : 

I.  Gertrude  Westervelt,  B.  June  18,  1884.  (252) 

II.  Catherine  Bostwick,  B.  Dec.  13,  1893.  D.  Sept.  18, 

1894-  (253) 

III.  John  Russell,  B.  Jan.  21,  1896.  D.  Feb.  13,  1918  at 

Ft.  Sam  Houston,  Texas.  (254) 

60.  RUSSELL  STURGISS  (Susan  Codman7,  Susan0,  William5,  John4, 

John3,  Stephen2,  Robert1)  (189)  was  born  December  16,  1856 
and  died  July  17,  1899.  He  married  March  30,  1880  Anne  Out- 
ram  Bangs. 

Children  (surname  Sturgis)  : 

I.  Russell9,  B.  Dec.  31,  1880.  M.  Apr.  24,  1915  Louisa 

L.  Brady.  (255) 

II.  Anne  Outrank,  B.  March  25,  1882.  M.  Apr.  8,  1901 

Sydney  Archer  Lord.  (256) 

III.  Susan  Welles9,  B.  Jan.  4,  1885.  M.  Apr.  4,  1905 
George  Clymer.  (257) 

Beatrice  Outram0,  B.  Aug.  7.  1886.  M.  Jan.  22,  1907 
Andrew  Hepburn.  D.  June  16,  1921.  (258) 
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V.  Gertrude9,  B.  June  20,  1889.  M.  Apr.  24,  1912  Dexter 

P.  Cooper.  (259) 

VI.  Carolyn9,  B.  June  16,  1891.  M.  June  15,  1911  Theo¬ 

dore  T.  Scudder.  (260) 

VII.  Frances9,  B.  Nov.  27,  1893.  M.  Jan.  19,  1914  Franklin 

H.  Clark.  (261 ) 

61.  RICHARD  CLIPSTON  STURGIS8  (Susan  Codman7,  Susan6, 

William5,  John4,  John3,  Stephen-,  Robert1)  ( 1 9 1 )  was  born 
December  24,  i860.  He  married  June  22,  1882  Esther  Mary 
Ogden. 

Children  (surname  Sturgis)  : 

I.  Richard  Clipston,  B.  March  17,  1884.  D.  Oct.  18, 

1913.  (262) 

II.  George  Ogden,  B.  Aug.  10,  1889.  D.  Aug.  12,  1889. 

(263) 

III.  Dorothy  Margaret9,  B.  July  28,  1891.  M.  June  1, 

1912  Lester  W.  Harding.  (264) 

62.  WILLIAM  CODMAN  STURGIS8  (Susan  Codman7,  Susan6, 

William5,  John4,  John3,  Stephen2,  Robert1)  (192)  was  born 
November  15,  1862.  He  married  April  4,  1889  Carolyn  Hall. 

Children  (surname  Sturgis)  : 

I.  Norman  Romney9,  B.  Feb.  3,  1890.  M.  Nov.  6,  1911 

Harriette  A.  Woods.  (265) 

II.  Alanson  Hall9,  B.  Apr.  29,  1892.  M.  June  25,  1918 

Mary  Wharton.  (266) 

III.  Margaret9,  B.  March  1,  1894.  AI.  March  26,  1913 

Rev.  John  W.  Suter,  Jr.  (267) 

IV.  Julia,  B.  May  24,  1898.  (2(38) 
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Part  I 

Names  of  all  the  family  born  Codman 


Codman, 

Abigail 

61 

Abigail 

(32) 

21,  22, 

Abigail 

(45) 

64 

Alfred 

(96) 

67 

Alfred 

(178) 

73,  79 

Alfred 

(248) 

79 

Alice  Nevvbold  (170)  73 

Ann  (39)  64 

Anna  (116)  69 

Anna  Catherine  (88)  28,  50,  67 

Anna  Gertrude  (134)  71 

Anne  (27)  63 

Anne  Macadam  (89)  27,  67 

Anne  Macmaster  (151)  71,  77 

Archibald  (140)  71 

Arthur  Amory  (in)  69,  74 
Benjamin  (15)  62 

Benjamin  (18)  5,  62 

Benjamin  (26)  63 

Benjamin  (28)  63 

Bowdoin  Bradley  (172)  73 

Catherine  (42)  64 

Ca  the  line  (213)  76 

Catherine  Amory  (138)  71 

Catherine  Elizabeth  (108)  68 

Catherine  Elizabeth  (110)  69 

Catherine  Margaret  (49)  14,  65,  68, 

70,  71 

Charles  Greenough  ( 1 1 9 )  69 

Charles  Russell  (47)  14,  16,  17,  21, 

31  through  55,  65,  67 
Charles  Russell  (91)  27,  29,  30,  43, 

49,  55,  67,  7i 

Charles  Russell  (148)  71 

Charles  Russell  (221)  77 


Constance  (207)  75 

Cora  ( 160)  72,  78 

Daniel  Sargent  (250)  79 

Dorothea  (212)  76 

Dorothy  S.  F.  M.  (174)  73 

Edith  (120)  69 

Edmund  Dwight  (141)  71,  76 

Edward  (55)  65 

Edward  (  59 )  65,69 

Edward  Preble  (69)  66 

Edward  Wainwright  ( 1 1 3 )  69,  74 

Edward  Wainwright  (188)  74 

Eliot  (249)  79 

Elizabeth  ( 12 )  4,  62 

Elizabeth  (23)  63 

Elizabeth  (37)  63 

Elizabeth  (52)  65 

Elizabeth  (87)  67,  71 

Elizabeth  Anne  Ellis  (60)  65 

Ernest  Amory  (137)  71 

Frances  Anne  (93)  68,  72 

Frances  Colden  (90)  67 

Francis  (51)  65 

Francis  (156)  72 

Francis  Co  din  (66)  66 

Frederick  (76)  66 

George  (48)  65 

George  Calvin  (79)  66 

Hannah  Robinson  (57)  65 

Harriet  (114)  69 

Henry  (54)  22,  65,  68 

Henry  (109)  69 

Henry  Sargent  (158)  72 

Ilephzibah  (4)  2,  61 

Hephzibah  (16)  62 
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Coclman,  Herbert  Amory  (185)  74 

Hester  Schuyler  (236)  78 

Horatio  Southgate  (208)  75 

Hugh  (173)  73 

I llsley  Robinson  (186)  74 

Isaac  (29)  12,  63,  64 

James  (3 )  1,61 

James  (40)  64,  66 

James  Macmaster  (92)  47,  49,  54, 

55.  67,  72 

James  Macmaster  (157)  72 

John  1 

John  (19)  5,  6,  7,  9,  i2,  62 
John  (20)  9,  10,  13,  62,  63 
Hon.  John  (31)  13  through  24,  25, 

31,  63,  64 

Rev.  John  (46)  14,  21,  25  through 

30,  31.  49,  50,  65,  67 
John  (68)  53,  54,  66,  69 

John  ( 81 )  28,  67,  70 

John  (136)  71,  75 

John  (209)  75 

John  Amory  (107)  68,  73 

John  Amory  (183)  74 

John  Eager  (121)  69 

John  Sturgis  (153)  72,  73,  77 

Joseph  (2)  1,  2,  4,  61 

Joseph  (14)  62 

Julian  (154)  72,  78 

Katherine  (30)  63 

Leslie  Wainwright  (187)  74 

Lucy  Sturgis  (149)  71 

Lucy  Sturgis  (175)  73,  78 

Lucy  Sturgis  (235)  78 

Margaret  (179)  73 

Margaret  Russell  (82)  67 

Margaret  Russell  (84)  28,  67,  70 

Maria  Potter  (1x2)  69 

Martha  (61)  65 

Martha  Catherine  (184)  74 

Mary  (24)  63 

Mary  (44)  64 

Mary  (124)  69,  74 

Mary  Anne  (53)  65,  68 

Mary  Greene  Sturgis  (147)  71 

Mary  L.  ( 123 )  70 


Mary  Margaret  (83)  28,  29,  30,  67, 

70 

Ogden  (94)  31,  68,  72 

Ogden  (169)  73 

Parnell  (22)  62 

Parnell  (34)  22,  63 

Paul  (155)  72 

Philip  (159)  72 

Rachel  61 

Rachel  Sturgis  (234)  77 

Randolph  (77)  66 

Richard  1,  2 
Richard  (25 )  1 1,  12,  63 

Richard  (35)  13,  15,  16,  18,  19,  20, 

22,  35,  54,  55,  63 

Richard  (38)  11,  64,  66 

Richard  (64)  66 

Richard  (65)  66 

Richard  (70)  66 

Richard  (95)  68,  73 

Richard  (177)  73,  79 

Richard  (247)  79 

Richard  Cartwright  (58)  65 

Robert  (1)  1,  2,  3,  55,  61 

Robert  (13)  62 

Robert  (86)  28,  67,  68,  71 

Rt.  Rev.  Robert  (139)  71 

Rosamond  (210)  75 

Russell  Sturgis  (150)  71,77 

Russell  Sturgis  (222)  77 

Ruth  Russell  (21 1 )  75 

Samuel  Eliot  (251)  79 

Sarah  (41)  63 

Statira  (71)  66 

Stephen  (5)  2,  4,  5,  61,  62 

Stephen  ( 1 1 )  4,  5,  62 

Stephen  (21)  62 

Stephen  (33)  12,  16,  22,  63,  65 

Stephen  (56)  65 

Stephen  Russell  Hurd  (142)  71,  76 
Susan  (67)  29,  52,  54,  66,  69 

Susan  (115)  69 

Susanna  (17)  62 

Susanna  (62)  66 

Susan  Sargent  (176)  73,  77 

Susan  Welles  (152)  72,  77 

Thomas  Newbold  (171)  73 
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Codman,  William  i 

William  (36)  20,  31,  63,  65 

William  (43)  64,  66 

William  (63)  54,  66,  69 

William  ( 1 1 8 )  69 

William  Amory  (50)  65 


William  Coombs  (85)  28,  67,  68,  70 

William  Coombs  (135)  71,  75 

William  Coombs  (206)  75 

William  Henry  (78)  66,  69 

William  S.  (122)  70 


Part  II 

N ames  of  all  not  born  Codman 


Allen,  Mary  79 
William  26 
Ames,  Octavia  77 
Amory,  Catherine  14,  21,  22,  65 
Catherine  Willard  68 
John  14,  65 
Arey,  Richard  2 
Asbury,  Abigail  9,  13,  63 
John  9,  63 
Bacon,  Thomas  61 
Bailey,  Abigail  64 
Bangs,  Anne  Outram  79 
liar ron,  Ellis  62 
Grace  62 
Susanna  62 
Bartlett,  Enoch  62 
Bates,  Joshua  D.  D.  30 
Belknap,  Mary  74 
Bonvthon,  Richard  1 
Borland,  John  Nelson  (244)  78 

Rosamond  (246)  78 

Susan  Codman  (245)  78 
William  G.  78 
Bowditch,  Alice  Rathbone  72 
Katherine  71 

Bowen,  Charles  Gilman  (219)  76 

Samuel  Gilman  76 
Sybil  Kane  (220)  76 

Boyd,  Robert  11 
Bradlee,  Sarah  Fletcher  72 
Bradstreet,  Harriet  Louisa  66 
Brady,  Louise  L.  79 
Briggs,  Carol  75 
Brooks,  Edward  75 
Thomas  P.  78 
Bullard,  Emily  76 


Burnham,  Edward  64 
James  64 
Suzanna  64 
Butler,  John  63 

Cabot,  Anne  Macmaster  (227)  77 

(diaries  Codman  (226)  77 

Henry  Bromfield  77 
Henry  Bromfield  (223)  77 

Paul  Codman  (225)  77 

Powell  Mason  (224)  77 

Susan  Mary  (228)  77 

Cadman,  George  1 
Carter,  Sir  Gilbert  74 
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RED  OWL  COTTAGE  HERMIT 

HIS  ROM  ANTIC  X  I  EE  AT  BRENT¬ 
WOOD  a  no  so  rum  bines. 


A  Painter  of  Considerable  Ability,  a  Phil¬ 
osopher  of  Muvli  Research  and  a  Geu- 
lua  lu  Many  Ways — The  Legend  Which 
Gave  the  Name  to  His  Rustic  Retreat, 


No  one  who  visits  Brentwood,  Long  Isl¬ 
and,  eau  fail  to  notice  the  residence  of  0.  A. 

(Jodman.  It  stands  on  Brentwood  avenue, 
near  the  depot.  Wide  spreading  pine  trees 
describe  eh  ilr  circlo.  with  a  cozy  cottage 
midway,  and  upon  the  smooth  lawn  two 
beautiful  yucca  plants  are  now  in  full 
bloom.  Mr.  Codman  was  born  on  Beacon 
Hill,  Boston,  and  came  to  Brentwood  some 
forty  years  ago,  when  a  socialistic  com¬ 
munity  was  started  there,  who  gave  to  their 
embryo  city  the  name  of  Modern  .Times. 

The  plan  of  these  pioneers  was  to  secure  the 
development  of  individuality.  They  made 
coat  the  limit  of  price,  and  in  various  ways 
sought  to  proceed  upon  principles  of  co-op¬ 
eration.  Stephen  Pearl  Andrews  took  much 
interest  in  the  young  colony,  and  so  did 
Horace  Greeley,  who  purchased  lots.  There 
are  still  preserved  specimens  of  the  currency 
:  which  circulated umomr  the  Modern  timers, 

!  and  which  was  based  either  upon  labor  or 
u  certain  number  of  bushels  ot  corn  raised, 
i  'The  moment  the  visitor  enters  Mr.  (Jod- 
man’s  cottage  his  attention  is  sure  to  be  at¬ 
tracted  by  the  pictures,,  which  not  only 
adorn  the  Walls  in  great  profusion  but 
winch  ale  standing  in  rosei  •  e  awaiting 
hanging,  or  some  other  disposition  to  be 
made  of  them.  If  takes  but  a  moment  to 
ascertain  that  Mr.  Codman  is  au  artist,  and 
nearly  all  the  pictures  are  from  his  tireless 
hand.  Many  of  them  portray  local  scenes 
about  Brentwood,  and  the  most  striking  ot 
them  are  autumn  views  in  Pine  1  ark  and 
at  other  points  where  the  combination  ot 
foliage  is  mostremurkablo.  Among  his  pic¬ 
tures  in  oil,  not  ol  n  local  character,  are  : 

“  Praokett  Lake  in  the  Adiroudaoks,^ 

Pyramid  Mountain,”  “  Columbia  Liver 
and  a  scene  at  the  Delaware  Water  Gap, 

Besides  Mr.  Codmau's  paintings  m  oil  he 
bus  a  largo  number  of  sketches  in  pastel, 
which  method  he  used  in  the  open  air  with 
very  decided  success.  A  remurkable  fea¬ 
ture  of  all  these  pictures  is  that  e. a«£  °“®  “ 
i i i rinsed  in  a  frame  made  by  Mr.  Codman  s 
own  hand.  Home  of  these  are  quite  elabo¬ 
rate  being  highly  ornamented  and  richly 
Sdedb  The  ingenuity  of  the  artist,  how¬ 
ever  has  not  been  confined  to  making  pic-  ... 

. * 

them  into  words  of  art  ‘J'  .Vr  winch  ho  said 
stance  he  showed  a  pitcher  wh.ci h^no  ^ 

WUde°a1standyoftt green  ceiling  wax  and  a 

U.fute  and  lip  »J,  '>*•£ “ 

material  and  what  was  ft  common  bottle  u>  he 
Unsigned  to  the  ash  heap  became,  under 
Mr.  Coduian’s  nniuipulfttiou 


piece  of  bric-a-brac.  The  window  curtains 
were  also  painted  by  ilr.  Codman:  the  de¬ 
signs,  consisting  of  vines  and  flowers,  wert 
quite  elaborate.  The  walls  in  every  room 
are  covered  with  specimens  of  art  unc 
amour  these  was  noticed  the  picture  of  « 
red  owl.  Upon  inquiry  as  to  the  reason  ol 
the  prominence  which  seemed  to  ue  given 
to  this  bird  Mr.  Codmau  bald  that  his  home 
was  known  as  the  “  Cottage  of  the  Jted 
Owl,”  and  also  that  he  had  written  out  me 
legend  which  gave  rise  to  the  name,  aud  al¬ 
ter  some  urging  lie  brought  out  a  manu¬ 
script  which  nore  the  marks  of  age  and  read 
as  follows. 

“  ’Twas  a  stormy  day  in  December,  1S77. 
Snow  and  sleet  had  been  falling  all  the  day. 
Out  of  doors  all  was  discomfort,  making  the 
glowing  lire  and  cheerful  surroundings  in 
my  cozy  sitting  .room  doubly  comforting. 
Twilight  was  settling  down  and  Emily  and 
I  thanked  kind  late  that  our  lot  was  cast 
in  pleasant  places,  that  our  duty  hail  not 
made  it  necessary  for  us  to  brave  the  m- 
clemencies,  that  while  many  might  bo  sul- 
ftring  some  might  even  he  perishing, 
wrecked  on  treuchorous  coasts,  frozen  iu 
the  rigging  or  drowned  in  the  surf,  which 
we  could  hear  pounding  on  the  beach  two 
miles  away. 

Charley,  would  it  not  be  well  to  close 
the  outer  blinds  ?”  said  my  wife,  “Twill 
keep  the  wind  away  aud  seem  more  snug  on 
such  a  night  as  tins.”  I  acquiesced  gladly, 
for  the  night  promised  to  be  a  rough  one. 
The  window  panes  were  coated  with  half 
froze u  sleet,  the  evergreen  boughs,  loaded 
down  with  ice  aud  soon  swayed  heavily  iu 
the  wind;  clutued  iu  weird  beauty  the 
brushed  against  the  house,  soughing  and 
moaning  the  while.  I  put  on  more  coal, 
buttoned  my  wrapper  aud  closed  the 
blinds,  shutting  out  the  deepening 
gloom.  At  the  last  one,  the  north 
window  of  the  dining  room,  I  flung 
up  the  sash  hurriedly  aud  leaned  out  to 
reach  the  blind,  when,  lo  !  two  bright  spots 
among  the  branches  uiiraoted  my  attention 
Looking  more  intently  <1  made  out  the  term 
of  a  bird,  a  tree  owl,  perched  on  a  nearby 
branch.  ‘Boor  bird,’  i  said;  ‘out  in  the 
cold,  wild  storm.  I  would  give  thee  batter 
shelter  it  thou  would  come  to  me.  Aiul  I 
pat  out  my  baud,  friendly  like,  which,  tue 
uird  perceiving,  to  my  astonishment,  spake 
to  me,  while  I  listouud  in  wonder. 

“  ‘Bale  face,  thou  would  be  kind  to  me. 

“  ‘Try  me  just  once,’  1  s«id.  “  Come  in¬ 
side  for  the  night  and  on  the  morrow  go  thy 


an  tractive 


way  rejoicing. 

*■  ‘Can  I  trust  thee  ?’ 

“  ‘implicitly,’  I  replied.  ‘  I  am  a  son  ot 
liberty,  and  rejoice  iu  the  equal  freedom  of 
others,  each  alter  his  own  kiucl,  free  and 
fair  as  birds  of  the  air.’  This  seemed  to  re¬ 
move  all  distrust,  for  the  bud  replied:  ‘  .1 
will  partake  of  the  shelter  ot  the  white 
man's  wigwam,  for  I  know  full  well  that 
thou  speakest  from  the  heart.’  Bo,  With  a 
preliminary  flutter  of  wings  to  dislodge  the 
snow  he  lfaW  to  iny  hand,  and  i  thought  him 

X  Trf 

good  truth  he  Was  u  winsome  bud  of  a  dull 

tors  since  1  tasted  loud.  „  •  .  r  al)(j 

•;  You  must  be  hungry  u  deed,  sal  1 1,  a»  a 
immediately  brought  a  haudml  ot  coni. 


He  said:  ‘  I  usel!  to  take  mine  roasted,’ 
which  i  thought  i  Uritle  queer,  but  prepared 
some  with  grout  llaciity.  ‘  Suit,’  said  he, 
whereat  I  marveled  greatly  as  1  produced  it. 
‘Have  patience,  pale  face,’  said  my  visitor, 
‘and  I  will  expLi|i  all  to  you  luter.’  L  on- 
tent  m  aeeiug  bun  enjoy  lug  his  food,  I  lay 
back  m  my  chair  and,  not  wishing  to  stare 
him  in  the  face,  closed  my  eyes;  when  lo  !  I 
must  have  slumbered,  dropped  oil  for  forty 
winks.  My  witelind  retired  to  her  couch, 
for 'twas  midnight  aud  the  wind  was  howl¬ 
ing  furiously.  Tune  for  bed,  thought  I,  fqr 
there  wili  be  snow  to  shovel  in  the  morn¬ 
ing.  ,  ,  T  > 

“‘Hold!  I  would  speak  to  thee.  Look¬ 
ing  over  my  shoulder  at  these  words  I  saw 
the  Led  Owl  perched  on  the  back  of  uiy 
chair.  ‘I  will  stay  and  hear  thee,’  1  re¬ 
plied,  ‘for  1  perceive  that  tnou  alt  tiio  bird 
of  wisdom.’  “  Bird  ?  ’  quoth  he,  ‘never  a 
bird  but  n  wandering  spirit,  woe  is  me  !  ’ 

"  Baybt  thou  truly,  a  ghost,  who  and  what 
art  thou  ?  some  mortal  svho  for  crime  makes 
penance  by  wandering  up  aud  down,  some 
soul  condemned  or  goblin  damned.” 

‘•‘Not  so,’  said  tue  bird,  ‘listen.  Two 
thousand  moons  ago  i  was  like  thee,  in  the 
flesh,  a  living  man,  chief  of  my  tribe,  On- 
woc  by  name,  terror  of  the  Quinnebango. 
You  have  my  battle  axe  upon  your  mantel. 
Many  and  oft  has  it  cleaved  the  skull  of  the 
skulking  Bhemyog.  'Inis  it  was  that 
brought  me  here.’ 

“Bay  on,  noble  red  man,  son  of  the 
primeval  lores!, "  said  1,  *  tny  tale  touohes 
my  heart.” 

“Quoth  the  bird: 

“  T  ruled  tins  island  when  the  white  man 
landed,  and  him  did  I  befriend  till  slain  m 
mortal  com  bat,  and  my  braves  lied  before 
the  victorious  Mohawks,  who  were  as  the 
leaves  of  the  foiest  for  multitude.  Hard 
pressed  L  fell  in  yonder  ravine,  the  last  of  my 
race,  aud  ihero  my  bones  remain  uuburied  i 
to  this  day,  bleaching  in  the  summer’s  sun, 
moldering  m  winter’s  storm.’ 

“  ft  paused.  ,  ,  , 

“  ‘Were  you,’  said  I,  ‘struck  dead  at  one 
fell  swoop,  wast  pierced  with  poisoned 
arrow,  or  thy  head  cloven  with  tomahawk  t 
Tell  me.  wast  scalped  and  thy  war  locks 
stolen,  a  trophy  to  udorn  thine  enemies 

hunting  shu  t  ?”  . 

‘■Quoth  he,  the  bird  :  Therein  lies  the 
deep  damnation  of  my  taking  on.  I  was 
slaughtered  like  ““V  dog.  1  ale  face.  1. 
would  have  dom  the  Same  by  lam,  mm  1 
the  victor  been;  but  woo  is  me,  there  my 
bones  uuburied  he,  and  till  they  are  in  the 
bosom  ot  the  earth  entombed,  so  long  must 
1  wander  an  uneasy  spirit.  _ 

“  '(Jan  i  do  aught  to  comfort  thee  t  1 


asked,  after  a  decent  pause,  and  thou  the 
bird  replied: 

“  ‘Much  canst  thou  do,  if  tliou  wilt.  Go 
thee  on  the  morrow  with  pick  and  shovel  j 
anil  bury  my  boues,  hide  my  mortal  remains 
from  light  of  sun,  for  hath  it  not  been 
spoken,  “  Dust  to  dust,  ashes  to  ashes  and 
thy  bones  to  mother  earth,  from  whence 
they  came?’" 

“1  promised,  when  lo,  the  bird  vanished 
and  [  sought  rny  couch. 

“On  tue  morrow  I  went  as  directed,  rev¬ 
erently  gathered  the  remains  together  aud 
gave  them  decent  sepulture,  bestrewing  the 
grave  with  needles  of  the  pine  to  make  all 
decent.  There  1  left  them  waiting  till  the 
last  war  whoop  shall  vvako  th6  echoes, till  the 
laSt  (rump  shall  sound. 

“Salislied  with  having  done  my  duty,  the 
incident  was  passing  from  my  mind  when 
on  the  evening  of  the  third  day  he  came  in 
the  glimmer  of  the  glooming.  Quoth  he: 
‘Thou  hast  done  well  and  from  henceforth 
I  will  be  thy  friend,  will  shield  tuee  from 
adversity  aud  muko  thee  respected  of  men. 
i  will  be  thy  guardian  ungel  and  providence. 
Hang  thee  my  picture  on  thy  walls  that  thou 
may  pherish  my  memory.  I  bestow  my 
name  tipon  thy  wigwam,  it  shall  be  known 
forever,  for  all  time  as  the  cottage  of  the 
Led.  Owl.’  The  spirit  then  vanished  hut  f 
since  that  hour  all  has  been  well  with  me.” 

One  of  the  ornnmenis  of  Mr.  Oodmau’s 
sitting  room  is  a  handsome  pedestal,  which 
is  also  a  curiosity,  from  the  fact  that  it  was 
taken  from  the  steamer  Oregon  which  went 
down  off  Biro  Island  some  years  ago.  Upon 
this  pedestal  rests  a  cinerary  urn  containing 
the  ashes  of  Mr.  CodniTin’s  wife,  who  was 
cremated  at  Fresh  Bond  some  seven  years 
ago. 

Mr.  Codman  is  ft  thoroughly  well-read 
man,  and  it  is  a  delight  for  any  intelligent 
person  to  talk  with  huu.  He  abounds  in 
qnuint  expressions  very  forcibly  put.  For 
lustmice,  he  explained  his  bout  for  making 
ornamental  articles  by  saying  that  “  it  grat¬ 
ified  kis  constructiveness,”  and  he  further 
explained  by  saying  that  “his  father  was 
weaned  on  salt  tish  winch  accounted  for  his 
1  always  bung  thirsty,  and  it  had  occurred  to 
bun  that  he  must  have  been  weaned  on 
putty  and  oil  because  of  his  penchant  for 
working  with  those  materials.”  Air.  Ood- 
rniin  is  something  of  a  recluse,  and  in  stat¬ 
ing  his  reasons  for  not  mingling  more  with 
men  he  said  : 

“So  much  of  the  talk  you  hear  nowaday* 
i  is  like  barroom  guff.  One  says  it  is  aud 
j  the  other  says  it  isn’t.”  Another  illustra¬ 
tion  of  his  peculiar  way  of  putting  things 
;  was  furnished  when  he  alluded  to  the  quan¬ 
tity  of  good  reading  matter  that  was  available 
in  this  age,  and  the  provokiugly  brief  mo¬ 
ments  which  could  be  given  to  its  perusal, 
when  he  said  :  “  .1  believe  that  the  printers 

have  entered  into  a  conspiracy  to  disturb 
my  peace  of  mind,  and  I  would  favor  having 
them  pensioned  off  in  order  to  stop  this  flow 
of  iutercstiug  books  until  readers  have  a 
chanco  to  catch  up.” 

Mr.  Codman  is  entertaining  because  of 
his  striking  peculiarities  and  because  of 
what  ha  hss  accomplished  in  art,  literature 
and  philosophy.  Ju  his  case  at  least  the 
purpose  of  the  original  settlement;,  that  of 
cultivating  individuality,  has  achieved  u 
success. 
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